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Preface. 

T  N  presenting  a  short  outline  of  a  splendid  subject,  the 
writer  has  been  guided  by  one  chief  principle, 
namely  that  of  selecting  what  is  likely  to  interest  the 
sympathetic  visitor.  So  far  from  rejecting  tradition  with 
the  customary  scorn,  it  seems  more  reasonable  to 
admit  its  value,  at  least  as  great  evidence,  unless  there 
is  greater  evidence  to  outweigh  it.  To  make  a  sum- 
mary of  conclusions  is  a  dangerous  task,  especially  when 
so  many  hasty  and  hasty- tempered  controversialists 
are  in  the  field,  and  the  theses  have  rather  to  be  nailed 
to  the  door  in  brief,  than  be  set  forth  at  length  with  full 
reference  and  support :  but  the  theory  which  makes 
so  many  generations  of  our  people  into  fools  and  forgers 
is  curtly  rejected  here.  That  is  rather  the  theory  which 
demands  the  greater  evidence,  than  one  which  beholds 
these  generations,  as  men  who  were  at  least  as  honest  as 
ourselves  and  were  more  filled  with  those  dreams  of 
good,  which  belong  to  the  powers  which  cannot  die. 

C.  L.  M, 


Dedication. 

the  memory  of  the  many  great  Christians, 
who  from  this  ancient  Island  beheld  the 
Land  that  is  very  far  off,  who  by  their  lives 
brought  that  vision  nearer,  whose  prayers  have 
been  and  are  still  the  best  wealth  of  the  whole 
Church,  even  in  the  days  when  there  is  no  open 
vision 
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PRE-CHRISTIAN    GLASTONBURY. 

THIS  quiet  little  town  holds  in  her  heart  the  romance 
and  pain  of  English  history,  from  the  earliest  days 
to  which  induction  can  point,  to  our  own  time.    Glaston- 
bury  is  England's  epitome  :    but  the  very  phrase  is 
for  a«t  tbfire  is. -nn._nnft  name  for  thp  mother 


ERRATUM. 

Page  79,  bottom  line,  for  '  architect  in  charge,'  read  '  who  is 
iu  charge  of  the  excavations  on  behalf  of  the  Somerset  Archaeological 
Society.' 


botn — was  dotted  witn  isianus,  01  wiucn  r>reiu  i 
the  highest  and  Wedmore  the  largest.  From  the  land 
side  there  were  two  approaches,  one  from  West  Pennard 
through  Ponter's  Ball  and  the  fortress  of  Edgarley,  the 
other  and  more  difficult  across  the  Brue  from  Street. 
We  may  safely  add  that  the  place  was  defended  by  a 
palisade  and  the  Tor  was  its  citadel.  Since  in  the  XVII. 
Century  the  floods  came  up  to  St.  Benignus  Church,  the 
palisade  must  have  run  somewhere  about  that  point,  and 
thus  the  town  would  be  about  a  mile  in  mean  diameter. 
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PRE-CHRISTIAN    GLASTONBURY. 

'THHIS  quiet  little  town  holds  in  her  heart  the  romance 
-L  and  pain  of  English  history,  from  the  earliest  days 
to  which  induction  can  point,  to  our  own  time.  Glaston- 
bury is  England's  epitome  :  but  the  very  phrase  is 
ineffective,  for  as  there  is  no  one  name  for  the  mother 
island  of  many  races,  so  there  is  no  one  name  for  the 
Isle  of  Avalon,  which  has  seen  them  come  and  go 
without  ever  losing  her  identity.  We  have  to  use  the 
modern  names  for  both. 

Glastonbury  was  an  ancient  fortress  and  treasure 
house,  long  before  it  was  the  English  Jerusalem,  the 
Mother  of  Saints,  the  grave  of  kings,  and  the  second 
Rome.  Though  it  now  lies  fourteen  miles  inland,  yet 
it  was  once  an  island,  at  the  back  of  a  large  oozy  estuary 
(the  Uxella).  This  lake  or  swamp — it  must  have  been 
both — was  dotted  with  islands,  of  which  Brent  Knoll  is 
the  highest  and  Wedmore  the  largest.  From  the  land 
side  there  were  two  approaches,  one  from  West  Pennard 
through  Ponter's  Ball  and  the  fortress  of  Edgarley,  the 
other  and  more  difficult  across  the  Brue  from  Street. 
We  may  safely  add  that  the  place  was  defended  by  a 
palisade  and  the  Tor  was  its  citadel.  Since  in  the  XVII. 
Century  the  floods  came  up  to  St.  Benignus  Church,  the 
palisade  must  have  run  somewhere  about  that  point,  and 
thus  the  town  would  be  about  a  mile  in  mean  diameter. 
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A  treasure  city  and  emporium  needed  to  be  on  a  large 
scale,  as  the  working  population  who  lived  on  the  islands 
'  about  might  need  to  take  refuge  there,  at  a  pinch. 
These  inhabited  the  lake  villages  discovered  and  to  be  dis- 
covered. The  houses  were  low  mud  and  wattled  huts, 
thatched  with  reed,  more  or  less  circular,  the  hearth  in 
the  centre,  with  slabs  of  stone  or  timber  at  the  threshold. 
Many  of  these  British  houses  were  washed  with  lime  and 
had  woodwork  of  oak,  willow,  alder,  and  beech.  There 
is  no  trace  of  any  savage  period  here.  It  was  the 
meeting  place  of  men  of  many  civilizations,  and  con- 
sequently shared  in  many  methods,  as  we  should  expect. 
The  Kymry  were  here  over  a  thousand  years  B.C.,  and 
it  seems  to  have  been  they  who  began  the  great  camps 
and  the  intersecting  roads  which  united  the  chief  centres 
of  Somerset.  They  named  our  rivers  with  Celtic  names, 
and  it  was  with  them  that  the  Phoenicians  traded.* 
The  chief  exports  from  Britain  were  corn,  cattle,  fabrics, 
gold,  silver,  lead,  and  lapis  calaminaris.  Of  these  lead 
was  by  far  the  most  used  and  most  important  in  the  early 
world.  Festus  Avienus  learnt  from  a  Greek  author 
of  about  260  B.C.  that  the  Tartesii  were  used  to 'come 
for  trade  to  England  for  lead  and  tin.  "  Tarish  and  the 
isles  "  really  means  Cadiz,  possibly  the  Scilly  Islands,  and 
certainly  Somerset.  From  the  Land's  End  to  the  com- 
bined mouths  of  the  Parrett,  Brue  and  Axe,  there  is  no 
safe  anchorage  for  ships,  and  this  then  is  the  key  of 
West  Britain.  The  treasure  city  was  protected  by  three 
camps  at  Bleadon,  Brent  Knoll,  and  Otterhampton,  and 
since  the  Brue  was  formerly  nine  feet  deeper  than  it  is 
*  And  possibly  even  the  Phrygians. 
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now,  the  great  vessels  could  come  up  with  pottery, 
bronze,  salt,  and  other  commodities  from  Cadiz  to  the 
very  heart  of  the  water-ways  to  unload. 

About  the  time  of  Plato  new  Gallic  tribes  poured 
into  England.  From  Burgundy  and  Belgium  the 
Belgic  Mdm  conquered  the  land  between  the  Avon  and 
Parrett,  making  Bath,  Glastonbury  and  Ilchester  their 
chief  cities.  When  the  Roman  arms  shattered  the 
Punic  powers  the  ^Edui  continued  the  trade  but  diverted 
it  to  Vannes,  in  Brittany,  where  the  place  names  and  the 
remains  in  the  Museum  give  evidence  of  the  connection; 
This  explains  why  the  Britons  helped  the  Veneti  against 
Caesar  and  how  the  victor  in  the  great  sea  battle  cleared 
the  channel  for  his  sanguinary  surveys.  The  opening 
of  the  Spanish  mines  and  Caesar's  conquests  must  have 
dealt  a  blow  to  the  trade  which  flowed  from  Glastonbury 
through  Vannes  to  the  Rhone.  It  was  the  disappointing 
pearl  trade  which  drew  Caesar  to  the  West,  and  "  most 
of  the  merchant  ships  now  go  to  Kent."  Consequently 
the  Glastonbury  trade  must  have  been  at  a  low  ebb  at 
the  time  of  that  great  hush  when  the  Son  of  God  was 
made  flesh. 

In  A.D.  43  the  Claudian  conquest  began.  Perhaps 
none  of  the  dominations  Glastonbury  has  seen  so 
changed  the  face  of  the  land.  Camps  rose,  bridges 
spanned  the  rivers,  above  all  great  roads  were  made, 
which  were  the  furrows  in  which  the  seeds  of  the  Faith 
were  sown.  Ruthless  press  work,  "  wearing  out  the 
inhabitants,"  was  the  process,  and  we  owe  many  of  our 
Somerset  roads  to  that  very  Vespasian  who  fulfilled 
Christ's  prophecy  by  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem. 
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One  road  was  driven  from  Bridgwater  along  the  Polden 
hills  and  passed  through  Wirrial  hill  to  Glastonbury. 
Another  along  the  southern  slope  of  the  Mendip  from 
Uphill  to  Old  Sarum,  and  thence  to  Southampton,  was 
obviously  designed  to  tap  the  lead  trade.  Bath  became 
the  social  centre  and  Camelodunum  the  military  centre 
of  the  colony.  Since  the  metal  trade  was  the  most 
important  source  of  gain,  and  this  was  centred  in  the 
Mendip  mineries,  Skinner's  theory  that  the  fixed  and 
chief  Camp  of  Camelodunum  or  Camelot  was  near 
Camerton  seems  more  reasonable  than  the  Colchester 
theory  more  generally  accepted,  which  divides  the  social 
from  the  military  centre  by  an  impracticable  track.  The 
fierce  revolt  of  Boadicea  came  next,  with  the  massacre 
of  the  legions,  and  Suetonius  Paulinus  in  one  act  struck 
Britain  back  to  her  old  tameness.  A  new  Governour, 
Petronius,  was  sent  to  heal  the  old  sores,  and  the  tides 
of  conquest  rolled  to  the  North  again,  leaving  Avalon 
now  an  open  town,  with  perhaps  some  crumbs  of  the 
trade  derived  from  the  security  and  energy  which 
followed  the  eagles  ;  but  the  share  the  Druid  worship 
(centred  at  Stanton  Drew)  took  in  the  late  rebellion 
caused  that  religion  to  find  no  favour  in  the  eyes  of 
the  imperial  masters  of  Somerset.  The  conciliating 
Governour  gave  over  this  now  less  important  part  of 
the  land  to  a  puppet,  King  Arviragus,  who  found  the 
island  depressed  and  partly  depopulated. 

The  visitor  will  find  small  fragments  only  of  these 
periods.  In  the  Museum  are  flints,  bones,  and  rude 
pottery  of  the  Kymry,  who  were  driven  off  into  Ireland. 
A  small  boat,  bone  horse  bits,  bronzes,  whorls,  weavers' 


GLASTONBURY.  5 

combs,  pottery  with  Phoenician  influence^  imported 
beads,  and  a  host  of  curiosities  from  the  lake  village, 
serve  to  tell  of  the  ^Edui.  There  are  plenty  of  Roman 
remains.  Many  place  names  recall,  these  various  rulers. 
Mendip  is  from  a  Semitic  god  Meni.  The  Brue  (or  swift 
river),  the  Parrett  (meaning  four),  Wirrial  (gweirio,  to 
make  hay)  are  examples  of  Celtic  names.  The  Romans 
have  left  streets,  strats,  and  "  casters  "  scattered  over 
the  map.  Even  Ushant,  Uxcellantis  insula,  is  connected 
with  the  Uxcella  or  Axe  ;  but  on  the  whole  the  small 
debris  of  great  periods  make  controversy  easy  and 
conviction  hard. 


BRITISH    CHRISTIAN    AVALON. 

IN  A.D.  63  St.  Joseph  of  Arimathaea  was  sent  by 
St.  Philip  from  Gaul  (possibly  Galatia  and  France 
too)  with  some  companions  into  England.  After  some 
repulse  in  North  Wales,  he  landed  at  Bridgwater  and 
came  up  the  new  Roman  road,  halting  outside  the  half- 
deserted  town  on  Wirrial  Hill.  He  had  known  and 
served  the  Son  of  God,  witnessed  His  resurrection, 
endured  persecution  for  His  sake  and  learnt  by  vision 
that  He  was  more  than  Elias,  that  He  had  harrowed 
hell  and  burst  the  brazen  gates  asunder.  St.  Joseph  was 
a  married  man  and  brought  his  son  with  him.*  With 
him  he  carried  two  silver  cruets  with  the  precious  Blood 

*  Joseph  also,  from  whose  race  King  Arthur  claimed  to  be 
descended. 
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and  Water  washed  from  our  Saviour's  wounds,  which 
cruets  were  buried  with  him  in  the  sacred  cemetery  and 
are  some  day  to  be  discovered.  Arviragus  welcomed 
the  new  settlers,  and  finding  them  neither  Celtic  nor  of 
the  Druid  faith,  gave  them  land  and  leave  to  settle. 
St.  Joseph's  staff  grew  into  the  holy  thorn  on  Wirrial, 
which  certainly  is  a  Levantine  variety,  and  one  which 
has  an  immense  vitality  about  it.  For  14  years  out  of 
17  it  has  decorated  St.  John's  Altar  with  its  flowers  at 
Christmas,  and  keeps  fresh  for  a  long  time  when 
plucked. 

There  is  an  immense  weight  of  authority  from  the 
Fathers  that  the  bounds  of  the  West,  Britain,  received 
the  Faith  from  the  first  disciples,  and  those  Fathers 
(e.g.,  Origen,  Jerome,  Eusebius,  Theodoret,  etc.)  the 
most  careful  and  critical  of  all.  The  British  writers, 
Melkuinus  and  Gildas,  have  perished,  and  the  old  book 
of  the  Graal  is  no  more  :  but  Leland  found  the  first  in 
the  Abbey  library,  and  there  seems  no  reason  to  doubt 
that  the  belief  in  St.  Joseph's  mission  was  current  in 
Britain  before  the  Saxon  conquest.  Arguments  from 
the  silence  of  Bede  show  anachronism,  for  he  was  of 
another  kingdom.  The  charters  do  not  mention  the 
story,  for  the  holy  men  of  old  thought  more  of  the  Faith 
than  of  the  channel  which  brought  it ;  and  the  visions  of 
the  Redeemer  Himself  to  St.  David  and  of  His  Mother 
to  King  Arthur  were  more  important  even  than  the  works 
of  the  immediate  followers.  St.  Joseph  and  his  friends 
built  of  mud  and  wattle  the  first  Christian  Church,  not 
only  first  in  England  but  in  the  world.  He  built  it 
of  mud  and  wattle,  thatched  with  reed  in  the  style  of 
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the  land,  and  made  it  60  feet  long,  by  25  wide.  There, 
in  the  Eastern  fashion,  with  Greek  rites,  a  Greek  Easter, 
and  Greek  ordinations,*  the  disciples  lived  in  their 
separate  huts,  and  worshipped  in  this  lowly  dwelling. 
Even  if  St.  Paul  and  Simon  Zelotes  visited  them,  the 
mission  was  a  rushlight  only  in  the  surrounding  dark- 
ness, and  although  Tertullian  says  that  the  Faith  was 
spread  where  the  arms  of  Rome  could  not  penetrate, 
yet  it  spread  only  with  small  and  twinkling  fires,  for  a 
century  later  there  was  certainly  a  strong  revival  of 
Druidism,  which  caused  the  Senate  to  class  that  religion 
among  the  cczrimonia  illicit  a. 

Here  must  be  told  shortly  the  story  of  the  Sangreal, 
which,  if  not  history,  has  made  much  history  and  has 
inspired  great  poets  for  many  centuries  with  dreams  of 
good,  drawn  from  "  the  holy  isle  of  Avylyon." 

While  the  earth  was  still  void,  there  was  war  in  heaven, 
and  Satan  led  the  rebel  angels  against  the  throne  of 
God.  In  his  crest  was  a  shining  ruby,  the  rallying 
point  of  all  his  soldiers,  and  this  ruby  St.  Michael  smote 
out  with  his  flaming  sword.  It  fell  into  the  dark  seas  of 
the  empty,  formless  earth.  When  Creation  lit  up  the 
world  it  shone  in  the  caverns  of  the  sea  and  was  fashioned 
by  the  sea-folk  into  a  wondrous  cup  which  no  man 
knew  of,  until  Solomon  saw  it  by  divination,  and  he 
sent  and  fetched  it  by  the  demons  who  were  his  slaves. 
When  Solomon  died,  no  one  knew  of  its  fate  until  his 
greater  Son  used  that  cup  in  the  first  Mass,  for  the 
chalice  of  His  blood.  In  the  large  upper  room  it  was  seized 
by  the  soldiers  and  given  to  Pilate,  who  handed  it  to  St. 
*  Nennius. 
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Joseph  of  Arimathaea ;  and  it  was  one  of  the  vessels 
used  to  wash  the  sacred  Body  before  It  was  put  in  the 
new  tomb.  It  was  by  this  marvellous  cup  that  Joseph 
was  kept  alive  and  delivered  from  prison  and  he  bore 
it  with  him  in  all  his  travels.  When  he  died,  it  was  laid 
up  in  King  Peschour's  treasure-house  on  Chalice  Hill  ; 
but  the  impure  and  defiled  could  never  then  behold  it. 
Now  when  anyone  saw  it,  six  candles  first  appeared,  borne 
in  by  unseen  hands,  and  a  lovely  silver  altar  was  spread. 
Then  came  the  cup  draped  in  white  or  red  samite,  covered 
with  the  sendony  or  napkin  which  the  Saviour  gave  to 
St.  Joseph.  Whosoever  beheld  that  cup  was  glorified 
with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  if  he  might  kiss  it  he  was 
healed  of  all  wounds  and  sickness.  But  now  it  is  in 
Sarras,  the  spiritual  city,  where  it  is  to  be  sought  and 
found  with  all  the  other  greatest  treasures  of  earth, 
which  also  spring  from  the  conflicts  of  heaven. 

St.  Joseph  died,  but  his  body  has  never  been  found, 
although  tradition  says  that  it  lay  near  King  Arthur's 
tomb.  In  1345  John  Blome  obtained  a  patent  to  look 
for  it,  on  the  strength  of  a  dream,  but  he  found  nothing. 
There  is  no  mention  of  the  relics  of  St.  Joseph  in  John 
of  Glastonbury  in  1400,  or  in  the  Cottonian  MSS.  list, 
and  though  Pynson  and  Wynkin  de  Worde  both  printed 
lives  of  St.  Joseph  and  record  miracles  wrought  on  those 
who  asked  for  his  prayers,  they  mention  no  relics,  nor 
do  any  later  writers.*  It  has  been  reserved  for  a  Canon 
of  Wells  to  foist  a  forgery  upon  the  devout  sons  of 
St.  Benedict  and  then  unmask  it.  But  the  fact  that  there 
was  no  such  forgery  is  surely  sufficient  evidence  of  their 
good  faith. 

*  e.g.,  Sanders,  Cressy,  Reyner,  Fuller,  Collier,  etc. 
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In  179  A.D.,  at  the  petition  of  King  Lucius,  when 
Druidism  was  proclaimed,  two  Christian  teachers  came 
from  Rome,  Phaganus  and  Diruvianus.  They  travelled 
from  Surrey  and  restored  the  little  Church  of  the  Mother 
of  God  and  also  built  a  monastery  and  chapel  of  St. 
Michael  on  the  Tor ;  after  which,  in  the  ages  of  persecu- 
tion, there  comes  a  blank  in  the  story.  The  Mother  of 
Saints  is  unlikely  to  have  been  spared,  and  the  old 
church  for  a  time  became  a  lair  of  wild  beasts.  The 
inhabitants  were  killed  or  fled,  so  that  for  a  little  it 
seemed  as  though  the  cause  was  lost ;  but  the  light  often 
blown  out  seems  to  have  been  as  often  rekindled,  and 
the  edict  of  toleration  under  Constantine  found  the 
little  church  still  in  use.  His  maternal  grandfather, 
King  Hoel,  indeed,  was  buried  in  the  Grave  of  Saints, 
shewing  that  the  desertion  was  only  temporary. 

Under  the  strong  rule  of  Rome  the  Britons  became 
quickly  unmanned  by  luxury  and  vices  unknown  before, 
but  Glastonbury  was,  perhaps,  still  happy  in  its  primitive 
simplicity.  A  century  after  the  edict  of  toleration  the 
Roman  grasp  was  relaxed  and  the  great  wall  stormed. 
The  agony  that  fell  upon  Britain  was  felt  less  in  the 
West  than  in  the  East ;  but  it  was  an  agony  that  fell 
upon  base  minds.  With  effeminacy  of  living  came  an 
insolence  of  thought  which  produced  the  Pelagian 
heresy.  This  denied  heredity  and  the  social  nexus,  and 
so  by  implication  the  need  of  Christ's  Society  the  Church. 
The  Christians  of  Roman  Britain  were  vexed  by  con- 
troversy within  and  the  assault  of  the  barbarians 
without,  but  Glastonbury  seems  not  to  have  needed 
the  reclamation  of  Germanus  of  Auxerre  and  Lupus  of 
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Troyes.  But  near  about  the  time  that  Vortigern  called  in 
the  terrible  Saxons  and  the  East  was  full  of  trouble,  the 
venerable  St.  Patrick  came  from  his  Irish  mission  to 
end  his  days  in  the  faithful  island.  He  found  twelve 
orthodox  Catholics  here.*  Over  these  he  presided  for 
the  last  years  of  his  life.  Here  he  died  and  was  buried 
on  the  right  side  of  the  old  altar.  The  constant  visits 
of  Irish  pilgrims  to  his  shrine  had  great  and  good  effects 
upon  the  life  and  learning  of  the  place,  for  Ireland  was 
in  the  van  of  art  and  learning.  After  St.  Patrick  and 
his  successor  Benignus,  "  a  cloud  of  forgetfulness  veils 
even  the  names  of  many  abbots  " — what  else  can  we 
call  them  ? — except  three,  f  and  we  pass  to  the  days 
when  King  Arthur  "  left  a  name  to  be  glorified  in  a  song 
of  wonder  and  woe."  He  has  the  praise  of  staving  off, 
for  many  years,  the  ruin  of  his  falling  country.  He 
was  only  a  boy  when  (c.  500  A.D.)  Cerdic's  ship  sailed 
into  the  Parrett,  but  both  history  and  legend  connect 
him  with  the  place.  Here  he  besieged  the  island  to 
recover  Guinevere,  and  she  was  restored  to  him  by  the 
mediation  of  Gildas,  the  hermit  of  the  Steep  Holm. 
Here  his  sword  Caliburn  was  forged.  Here  he  had  his 
vision, J  and  got  the  badge  of  our  Lady,  which  nerved 
him  for  his  greatest  of  twelve  battles,  Bradbury,  in 
520  A.D.  Here  he  was  carried  to  die  after  his  last  fight, 
and  here  he  was  buried.  If  from  the  dawn  of  chivalry 

*  Their  names,  which  may  mean  something  to  Celtic  Scholars, 
are  given  as  Brumban,  Hiregaan,  Bremwal,  Wencreth,  Bantto- 
meweng,  Adelwolred,  Lothor,  Wellias,  Breden,  Swehoes  Hinloer- 
nus,  and  Hyn. 

f  Worgret,  Lademund,  and  Bregored. 

I  See  page  81. 
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to  the  poets  of  our  own  age  he  has  been  a  hero  of  romance, 
it  is  the  romance  of  Avalon  which  has  moved  the  world. 
Perhaps  there  may  be  more  of  history  even  in  Malory 
than  some  suppose  ;  and  Launcelot  du  Lac  may  have 
followed  indeed  the  dead  queen's  corpse  from  Amesbury 
to  Avalon,  but  the  beautiful  tale  is  at  least  the  mother, 
if  not  the  child  of  historic  truth,  because  of  its  great 
inspiration. 

While  Cerdic,  Cenric,  and  Ceawlin  were  slowly  fighting 
their  way  to  the  kingdom  of  Wessex  and  subduing  it, 
Glastonbury  still  kept  the  Faith,  which  was  by  no 
means  quenched  even  in  these  dark  days.  At  this  time 
St.  David  came  to  worship  at  so  renowned  a  shrine,  and 
he  came  with  seven  bishops  prepared  to  consecrate  the 
old  church,  which  dated  before  any  such  ceremony ; 
but  our  Lord  appeared  to  him  in  person  and  gave  him 
a  wound  in  the  hand,  in  token  that  this  was  not  to  be, — 
a  wound  which  was  as  wonderfully  healed  next  day  at  the 
Mass.*  St.  David  also  gave  the  great  sapphire  to  the  altar, 
which  was  looted  by  Henry  VIII.  and  may  possibly 
even  now  be  among  the  Crown  jewels  of  England. 
St.  David  also  built  another  church  to  the  east  of  the 
old  church,  which  was  commemorated  by  the  Galilee 
of  later  times. 

When  St.  Augustine  came  in  597  A.D.  there  was  still 
a  strip  of  British  kingdom  jutting  into  Wessex,  Malmes- 
bury,  Bradford,  and  Glastonbury  being  its  chief  places.the 
last  being  the  final  base  of  the  dwindling  British  power. 
Impressed  with  its  fidelity  and  strength,  Paulinus  of 

*  In  later  days,  King  Edgar  brought  relics  of  St.  David  to 
Glastonbury. 


12  GLASTONBURY. 

» 

Rochester  came  here  and  cased  the  old  church  with 
boards  and  lead,  thus  proclaiming  that  the  Roman 
mission  worked  not  in  rivalry,  but  to  support  and  fulfil 
the  work  of  the  British  Church  in  its  war  with  Saxon 
heathenism.  In  634  a  new  mission  from  Rome,  under 
Birinus  "  preached  baptism "  to  the  West  Saxons. 
Cynegils  the  king  received  the  message  and  made  an 
alliance  with  King  Oswald.  It  was  just  in  time  ;  for 
his  son  Cenwalk  stormed  the  strip  of  land,  fought  two 
great  battles  at  Bradford  and  Pen,  chased  the  Britons 
to  South  Petherton  and  was  lord  of  all  the  country  north 
of  the  Parrett  by  658.  Thus  the  island  was  saved,  for 
Cenwalk  had  been  bred  a  Christian,  and  listening  to 
Archbishop  Theodore  (the  Greek  mediator  between 
Roman  and  British  worship)  he  approached  the  spot 
with  reverence.  Although  he  granted  two  hides  of 
land,  he  naturally  insisted  that  a  Saxon  monk  should 
be  made  ruler  over  the  monastery.  Thus  Glastonbury 
became  English,  and  got  its  newer  English  name,  being 
Ynswtryn,  or  woad  island  before,*  or  Avalonia,  apple 
land.  It  is  hard  to  extract  either  derivation  from  either 
name,  but  if  there  is  any  place  where  tradition  should 
have  weight,  it  is  surely  here  ?  Glastonbury  is  said  to 
be  the  Saxon's  translation  into  Latin  of  Ynswtryn, 
glastum  being  woad  ;  but  Adam  de  Domerham  tells  us 
a  tale  of  Glasteing,  a  British  chief  from  the  north,  who 
followed  his  old  SO\Y  to  Wells  and  found  she  had  come  by 
the  Sugewege  to  the  old  church  apple  tree.  Therefore 
we  have  no  need  to  accept  or  invent  any  false  god,  such 
as  Glast,  to  account  for  the  name  by  anachronism. 
*  The  Genista  tinctoria  is  still  to  be  found  there. 
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The  monk  or  hermit  of  this  British  period  shaved  the 
fore  part  of  his  head,  wore  leather  next  the  skin,  and  had  a 
white  cowl,  with  a  staff  and  a  girdle.  These  anchorites 
lived  in  separate  small  mud  hovels,  fed  upon  bread  and 
salt,  drank  water  or  milk,  grew  their  own  corn  and  were 
left  much  to  their  own  devices.  Some  acted  as  school 
masters.  The  nuns  lived  together  and  wore  white 
gowns  with  white  hoods.  They  kept  Easter  on  the  day 
of  the  full  moon  as  "  it  had  been  kept  and  handed  down 
by  St.  Philip  the  Apostle,"*  without  regard  to  the  day 
of  the  week.  This  is  one  of  the  many  matters  which 
confirm  the  tale  of  St.  Joseph  being  commissioned  by 
St.  Philip.  - 


ENGLISH    GLASTONBURY. 

THE  British  monastic  custom — it  was  hardly  a  rule — 
did  not  long  survive  under  the  Saxon  conquest, 
for  in  688  the  great  pious  king  Ine  came  to  the  throne. 
He  was  seventh  in  descent  from  Cerdic,  and  as  his  house 
had  received  the  Faith  from  Birinus  he  favoured  the 
Latin  rite.  From  the  first  he  was  keenly  interested  in 
Church  matters,  and  at  the  last  forsook  the  world  and 
his  crown,  and  died  a  holy  man  in  Rome.  He  built  a 
minster  to  the  east  of  St.  David's  Church,  the  seed  of 
the  Great  Church  of  SS.  Peter  and  Paul  of  later  days. 
He  established  the  right  of  sanctuary,  that  makeshift 
of  mercy  in  fierce  ages.  He  built  a  monastery  and 
*  Polycrates'  Ep.  to  Victor,  Eusebius,  V.  22. 
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gathered  together  the  hermit  monks.  He  erected  at 
least  one  of  the  two  stone  obelisks  to  mark  the  graves  of 
many  noble  dead.  He  translated  to  the  place  the  relics 
of  St.  Indractus  and  his  seven  friends,  who  were  Irish 
pilgrims  to  St.  Patrick's  tomb  murdered  at  Shapwick 
because  the  flash  of  their  brass-topped  staves  was 
mistaken  for  gold.  He  endowed  the  monastery  with 
XXI  hides  of  land,  in  addition  to  Arviragus'  XII  hides.* 
He  confirmed  all  previous  grants,  freed  the  Mother  of 
Saints  from  all  exactions,  such  as  forced  labour  and 
conscription ;  gave  the  Abbey  primary  jurisdiction 
over  all  cases,  freed  it  from  the  interference  of  bishops 
and  secular  princes  ;  and  in  return  introduced  the  Latin 
rite,  something  like  the  rule  of  St.  Benedict,  and  above 
all,  the  now  Canonical  Easter,  kept  on  the  Lord's  Day. 

The  result  of  these  changes  was  a  great  vital  activity 
and  enthusiasm.  A  new  missionary  spirit  informed  the 
place  and  the  sons  of  St.  Mary  went  out  not  only  to 
many  places  in  England,  founding  religious  houses  and 
filling  sees,  but  they  have  some  of  the  honour  of  the 
missions  to  Germany  in  the  VIII.  Century.  Wilfred  of 
Crediton  studied  here.  Relics  of  St.  Willibrord  were 
treasured  as  pertaining  to  the  house,  and  Bega  the 
Abbess,  one  of  the  benefactors,  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
holy  women  who  helped  these  missionaries  in  person. 

After  Ine,  king  succeeded  king,  but  beyond  the  con- 
firmation of  privileges  and  grants  there  is  little  of  interest 
to  record.  Wessex,  from  its  Somerton  centre,  was 
struggling  with  Mercia :  but  in  800  the  great  Egbert 
came  to  the  throne,  who  united  the  South  in  one  large 

*  10  acres  are  a  fardel,  40  a  virgate,  160  a  hide,  and  640  a 
fief. 
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kingdom.  It  was  in  his  reign  that  the  Danes  first 
appeared,  and  Glastonbury  was  once  more  in  perils  from 
the  heathen.  In  846  the  armies  of  Somerset  and  Dorset 
met  and  slaughtered  the  robbers  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Parrett  in  a  victory  which  freed  the  coast  for  a  genera- 
tion. The  men  of  war  and  the  men  of  prayer  must  both 
have  put  forth  all  their  energies  here  ;  but  the  red  tide 
of  battle  and  plunder  was  always  getting  nearer  to  the 
holy  spot,  until  in  878  the  robbers  were  completely 
masters  of  the  land.  Then  King  Alfred  was  watching 
from  the  fastness  of  Athelney  the  tide  which  he  could 
not  stem,  and  not  watching  Denewulf's  cakes.  Was  it 
the  very  meanness  of  the  old  church  which  saved  it, 
when  the  land  was  forsaken  of  her  chief  men  ?  The 
lowly  building  and  poor  estate  were,  perhaps,  not 
tempting  to  the  incendiaries.  But  more  probably  still  the 
Danes  were  touched  by  some  feeling  of  awe  for  so  holy  a 
spot,  such  as  all  heathenish  persons  have  not  felt.  Never- 
theless Cenwald  two  centuries  before,  though  still  a 
heathen,  had  granted  to  the  Abbey  two  hides  of  land.  In 
spite  of  all  the  danger,  as  we  know,  the  old  church  still 
escaped.  Alfred's  three  successive  battles,  which  swept 
the  Danes  out  of  Wessex,  Pen,  Aglea  and  Edington,  were, 
almost  certainly,  fought  at  Pen,  Edgarley,  and  the  Somer- 
set Edington.  The  routed  robbers  fled  to  their  base  at 
Downend,  a  loop  of  the  Parrett  near  Dunball  Station  : 
hence  came  the  christening  of  Guthrum  at  Aller  and  his 
chrisom-loosing  at  Wedmore,  and  the  peace  there. 
King  Alfred  not  only  renewed  the  Charters,  but  gave 
presents  to  the  monastery,  among  them  being  a  piece  of 
the  true  Cross  which  Pope  Marinus  had  sent  to  him.  His 
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successors  had  the  same  enthusiasm.  Ethelstan  brought 
relics  of  two  Saxon  saints  and  the  bones  of  Pope  Urban, 
that  honest  martyr-bishop  of  the  III  Century,  who 
gave  the  Ember  days  to  the  Church's  year.  Edmund 
the  elder  sent  from  the  North  the  unwithered  arm  of 
St.  Oswald,  with  relics  of  Aidan,  Bede,  Hilda,  and 
Benedict  Biscop.  The  endowment  of  the  place  in  this 
way  is  remarkable.  It  became  a  custom  for  kings  to 
furnish  it  with  relics.  A  piece  of  Isaiah's  tomb,  a  frag- 
ment of  the  Temple  floor,  even  some  hairs  of  our  Lord, 
bits  of  the  sponges,  of  the  column  of  scourging,  one 
thorn  from  His  crown,  a  thread  of  Our  Lady's  robe, 
two  bones  of  the  holy  Baptist,  relics  of  all  the  Apostles, 
of  the  Evangelists,  of  all  the  black-letter  Saints  in  our 
present  calendar,  St.  Hugh's  hair  shirt,  many  things 
of  SS.  Thomas  and  Edmund  of  Canterbury  and  of 
numerous  others — virgins,  martyrs,  doctors,  and  con- 
fessors— were  accumulated.  A  passionate  desire  for 
memorials  of  the  masters  of  the  holy  life  seems  perverse 
to  those  who  prefer  the  earthly  wealth  which  was  spent 
for  centuries  to  gain  these  treasures  ;  but  surely  the 
wish  to  have  one  thread  of  the  robe  of  scorn  or  one 
crumb  of  those  barley  loaves  follows  naturally  from  a 
simple  love  of  Christ  ?  And  who  that  honours  the  noble 
and  great  who  are  gone  would  not  wish  to  have  some- 
thing, say,  of  St.  Martin  or  St.  Ambrose  ?  To  say  that 
the  monks  were  too  little  critical  is  another  matter.  A 
great  love  and  much  serving  is  generally  open  to  that 
charge. 

The  year  936  A.D.  is  an  important  one,  for  in  it  the 
man  "  who  was  for  thirty  years  the  mainstay  of  the 


©  Uti  fraiiutntnem  eb  clfr' 
e  cuer  r 


St.  Dunstan  at  the  feet  of  Christ. 

Facsimile  from  a  Latin  and  Anglo-Saxon  Manuscript  in  the  Bodleian  Library 
(Anct.  F.  IV.  32),  said  to  have  been  drawn  by  the  hand  of  the  Saint  himself. 

See  pages  18  and  75. 
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safety  and  glory  of  the  English,"  the  great  St.  Dunstan, 
was  made  Abbot  by  his  friend,  King  Edmund  the  Elder. 
Both  the  source  and  the  inspiration  of  Dunstan's  life 
was  Glastonbury.  Here  he  was  born  and  educated. 
Here  he  learned  from  the  Irish  scholars,  music,  painting 
and  metal  work  ;  and  from  the  witness  of  this  Church, 
to  dream  of  and  to  build  up  a  better  country.  He  was 
nominated  to  the  post  when  very  young  and  became  by 
Edmund's  Charter  practically  king  of  the  XII.  Hides. 
He  had  seen  the 
great  Ethelstan 
buried  under  the 
altar,  with  relics 
brought  from  Brit- 
tany, with  gold  and 
silver  gifts  ;  but  he 
found  the  buildings 
decayed,  the  disci- 
pline uncertain,  and 
the  educational 
work  disorganised. 
Here,  where  he  had 
coped  with  the  devil 
of  lust  by  the  more 
absorbing  delight  of  metal  work.*  he  fought  with 
other  devils  of  disorder  and  savagery,  and  built,  from 
plans  brought  from  Normandy,  the  more  regular 
Benedictine  Monastery,  which  was  to  become  so  power- 
ful an  influence  on  English  life.  Possibly  those  plans 

*  He  was  making  a  chalice,  when  he  routed  the  devil  with 
his  stithy  tongs. 

C 


S.  Dunstan. 

Bodleian  Library  Window. 
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came  from  Duke  Richard's  new  foundation  at  Mont 
S;  Michel ;  but  nothing  of  his  outward  building  now 
remains,  nor  has  the  place  anything  of  his  painting  and 
other  craft ;  but  he  made  the  monastery  a  storehouse 
of  learning  and  a  home  of  the  arts,  which  did  not  perish 
when  his  little  cell  (5  ft.  by  2\]  was  burnt,  with  his 
workshop  and  edifices:  Before  Edmund  was  murdered  in 
943  A.D.  the  Benedictine  rule  was  finally  and  formally 
established.  This  was,  in  short,  something  of  a  constitu- 
tional monarchy,  with  common  table,  common  property, 
assigned  duties,  cleanness,  labour,  learning,  and  great 
hospitality.  The  high  standard  of  zeal  and  strenuous- 
ness  so  delighted  Edred  that  he  made  the  place  his 
treasury,  arid  large  presents  were  brought  to  the  church 
and  school.  He  wished  to  make  all  religious  houses 
of  this  austere  and  useful  type,  for  the  secular  clergy 
with  their  wives  and  goods  were  then  in  an  unworthy 
state.  The  reaction  under  Edwy  was  severe,  but  it  was 
a  worldly  and  unbottomed  reaction.  Dunstan  was 
banished,  but  his  work  was  too  enduring  for  any  success- 
ful reaction.  The  short,  fierce,  warlike  Edgar  more 
than  restored  it.  He  confirmed  the  privileges,  divided 
-his  gold  and  ivory  sceptre  in  two,  laid  it  on  the  altar, 
and  took  back  but  half  of  it,  as  a  parable  of  his  views  of 
Church  and  State.  He  enlisted  the  Pope's  sympathy. 
The  sons  of  the  old  Church  went  out  to  build  and  govern. 
Abingdon,  Ely,  Peterborough,  Thorney,  Winchester, 
Worcester,  and  many  other  places  felt  their  influence. 
Peace,  order  and  justice  returned  to  a  well-governed 
land.  Edgar  was  "  the  Romulus,  Cyrus,  Alexander, 
and  Charlemagne  of  England,"  who,  in  spite  of  some 
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strange  tales  of  love  and  fury,  held  up  Christ's  head  ; 
and  was  thought  by  the  scholar  Abbot  most  worthy  to 
have  the  capitular  chapel  of  the  great  minster.  Edgar 
died  in  975  A.D.  and  (like  Edmund  and  Ethelstan)  was 
buried  here,  but  in  the  XI.  Century  his  body  was  trans- 
lated into  a  reliquary  he  had  himself  given  for  other 
relics. 

The  very  year  that  Dunstan  died,  988,  the  horrors 
of  the  third  Danish  war  began  with  the  pillage  of 
Watchet.*  Battles  were  won  and  lost.  The  fleets 
were  bought  off  and  returned.  Dorset  was  ravaged, 
Hampshire,  Sussex,  Kent,  and  the  churches  burnt. 
Treachery  attempted  what  arms  could  not  do.  The 
massacres  were  avenged.  Archbishop  Alphege,  son  of 
Glastonbury,  died  magnificently  for  the  poor.  At  last 
Swegen  over-ran  Wessex,  and  not  only  the  Mother  of 
Saints  but  all  England  was  at  his  feet.  Yet  no  torch 
was  put  to  the  old  church.  This  is  so  great  a  miracle  that 
at  least  one  modern  writer,  thinking  Swegen  grievously 
remiss  in  his  incendiary  duties,  has  made  him  burn  out 
the  church,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of  Cnut,  who  found 
it  standing  shortly  afterwards.  The  old  tale  is  that 
they  came  to  the  gate  "  Hawete,"  a  mile  from  the  church. 

*  It  is  during  this  war  that  the  monks  claim  to  have  found 
at  Canterbury,  recognised  by  a  ring  and  translated  to 
Glastonbury  (1012),  the  relics  of  their  most  beloved  Father 
Dunstan.  Even  if  their  claim  be  disallowed,  there  is  no  reason 
to  write  them  down  knaves  and  forgers.  There  were  many 
graves  at  Canterbury.  They  may,  in  hurry,  confusion,  and 
twilight,  and  in  the  fear  of  the  Danes,  have  opened  the  wrong 
one  in  the  deserted  Church  ;  but  they  heard  the  Abbey  bells 
ring,  without  hands,  a  peal  of  welcome,  and  until  Warham's 
time  the  dispute  was  not  determined. 
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Most  of  the  robbers,  hearing  of  its  guard  of  saints, 
retired  in  awe,  but  some  mockers  pressed  on.  Then  the 
Virgin  Mother  struck  them  with 
blindness,  which  after  they  had 
repented,  was  taken  from  them, 
so  that  they  gave  a  cross  of 
gold  and  jewels,  in  memory 
of  their  double  deliverance. 
After  this  came  the  days  of 
Cnut  and  his  great  opponent, 
Edmund  of  the  Ironsides.  The 
first  of  their  five  great  fights 
was  at  Pen  Selwood  (in  1016) 
in  Somerset,  and  when  Edmund 
died,  his  last  wish  was  to  be 
numbered  with  the  saints  at 
the  ancient  place,  as  indeed  he 
was,*  and  Cnut  came  here  in 
person,  prayed  at  the  tomb, 
gave  a  charter  of  confirma- 
tion, and  presented  a  sheeny 
pall,  inwoven  with  peacock 
harles,  fixing  his  seal  in  the 
wooden  church  in  1022,  that  is, 
five  years  after  he  was  King  of 
England;  Even  Harthacnut 
gave  a  shrine  for  St.  Benignus. 
But  the  Abbots  under  Edward 
and  Harold  wasted  the  goods 


S.  Alphege. 

From  Sculpture,  "Wells  Cathedral. 


*  The  muster  for  Pen  fight  possibly  was  made  on  Edmund's 
Hill. 


GLASTONBURY.  21 

of  the  Abbey,  and  the  success  of  half  a  century  was  worse 
than  fear  and  war  to  the  monastery.  Yet  what  a  record 
there  is  !  Before  the  Conquest  nine  Primates  were  given 
to  England,*  and  bishops  numberless.  The  place  was 
the  embodiment  of  English  religion,  with  its  uncodified 
laws,  uncollated  customs,  laxity  of  formal  discipline, 
insistent  customs,  and  carelessness  about  possible  future 
evils,  some  of  which  had  already  beset  it.  Consequently 
neither  William  the  Conqueror  and  settler,  nor  the 
severe,  rather  legal  Lanfranc  could  be  expected  to  look 
upon  it  with  the  eyes  of  "  incomparabiKs  Edgarus,"  or 
of  its  English  lovers. 


AFTER   THE    CONQUEST. 

IT  is  hardly  wonderful  that  William  I.  and  Lanfranc 
dealt  harshly  with  "  the  second  Rome,"  which  was 
above  all  diocesan  and  much  civil  control.  The  Con- 
queror seized  several  manours,  Montacute,  Tintinhull, 
and  others,  impoverished  the  Abbey  and  took  Abbot 
Ailnoth  into  his  train,  as  half-prisoner,  half-courtier. 
Any  share  which  the  Abbey  took  in  the  last  revolt  of 
the  West  and  the  siege  of  Montacute  Castle  was,  perhaps, 
never  known  ;  but  the  Council  inspected  the  charters 
and  gave  a  somewhat  ungracious  confirmation  of  what 
remained.  In  1077  the  inevitable  Norman  Abbot, 

*  Bertwald,    Athelm,    St.  Dunstan,  Ethelgar,  Sigeric,  Alfric, 
St.  Alphege,  Living  and  Ethelnoth. 
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Turstin,  came,  and  the  first  attempt  was  made  to  subdue 
the  Abbey  to  the  See,  but  was  resisted.  The  conflict  of 
race  and  thought  broke  out  over  a  trivial  matter. 
Turstin  resolved  to  bring  in  the  Roman  rite  and  to 
discard  "  the  Gregorian  music  and  office  "  for  the  Latin 
plain  song  and  use.  The  monks  rebelled.  Armed  men 
were  brought  into  the  church  and  blood  was  spilt. 
Two  "monks  were  slain  at  the  altar  and  fourteen  wounded. 
So  great  a  scandal  caused  William  to  order  Turstin 
back  to  Normandy,  and  to  pacify  the  indignant  English 
by  grants  of  land  to  Our  Lady  of  Glastonbury.  William 
Rufus,  for  a  bribe  of  £500,  restored  this  Turstin,  who. 
grown  wiser,  translated  the  relics  of  St.  Benignus  to  the 
high  altar  of  the  Eastern  Church.  A  monk  from  Caen 
could  not  but  build,  at  this  heyday 
of  Norman  architecture,  and  there 
was  a  new  stone  church  erected  to 
the  East  of  St.  Dunstan's,  but  his 
building,  not  being  worthy  of  the 
Abbey,  was  carefully  levelled  by  his 
successor,  Herlwin — an  act  reforma- 
tory not  deformatory,  for  the  stones 
and  mouldings  would  be  kept  and 
used  again.  Perhaps  we  have  in  the 
arch  over  the  holy  well  the  sole 
remains  of  the  Conqueror's  fiery 
Abbot.  Herlwin,  also  a  monk  of 
Caen,  succeeded  in  1101,  and  ruled 
for  19  years;  Though  he  had  been 
looked  upon  as  a  near  housekeeper, 

8.  Hugh. 

From  s.  Mary's  Tower,  oxford,  he  astonished   the  brothers  by  his 
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generous  public  spirit.  "  Let  us  do  what  we  can,  if  we 
cannot  do  what  we  would,"  were  his  marching  orders, 
from  Terence.  He  began  a  grander  church,  perhaps 
with  Western  towers,  enlarged  the  monastery,  increased 
the  revenues,  and  threatened  to  clip  the  porter's  ears 
if  he  refused  admission  to  the  poor.  He  also  procured 
a  splendid  crucifix  and  died  the  year  that  Prince  William 
was  drowned,  1120  A.D.  His  successor,  Sigfried,  brother 
to  the  merry  Ralph  of  Canterbury  and  also  from  Say, 
was  one  of  Lanfranc's  disciples.  Except  that  he  sup- 
ported Anselm  in  the  Investiture  quarrel,  he  had  made 
no  particular  mark  when  he  left  for  Chichester,  being  a 
gentle,  unbusinesslike  man.  Then  came  the  learned  Henry 
of  Blois,  nephew  to  Henry  I.,  who  afterwards  filled  so  large 
a  part  in  political  history  by  securing  the  crown  for  his 
brother  Stephen.  He  found  the  buildings  dilapidated 
and  the  revenues  in  confusion,  but  flung  himself  boldly 
into  the  work  of  reconstruction.  A  royal  palace  called 
the  Castle  arose,  a  chapter  house,  cloyster,  lavatory, 
refectory,  dormitory,  infirmary,  chapel,  a  great  stone 
gateway,  and  a  large  bell-tower.  He  discovered  the 
super  altar  of  St.  David  with  its  great  sapphire,  which 
was  securely  hidden  from  furtive  eyes.  He  stored  the 
library  with  books — Pliny,  Origen,  Jerome,  Anselm, 
and  others.  When  he  moved  to  Winchester,  he  still 
ruled  by  sub-abbots.  He  enlisted  the  help  of  three 
Popes,  of  three  Kings,  and  even  of  the  Empress  Maud. 
He  had  a  light  set  perpetually  before  the  altar  of  the 
old  church,  which  perhaps  was  less'  wise  than  pious. 
When  he  died,  in  1171,  the  Abbey  was  strong,  full,  and 
prosperous,  and  had  struck  its  roots  even  into  newly- 
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A.  St.  Mary's  Church. 

B.  The  Galilee. 

C.  Nave  of  SS.  Peter  and  Paul. 

D.  Central  Spire  showing  Stone  Screen  (1322). 

E.  Choir,  containing  tombs  of  Edmunds.  Elder  and  Ironsides 

and  King  Arthur. 


conquered  Ireland.  The  monks  were,  perhaps,  more 
in  number  now  than  before  or  since,  for  Innocent  III. 
limited  them  to  60,  and  that  number  was  never  after- 
wards exceeded.  Henry's  zeal  collected  the  many 
memorials  of  the  newly-martyred  St.  Thomas,  to 
whom  his  successor  also  (Robert  of  Winchester)  was 
devoted  in  person  and  in  cause.  These  men  struck  the 
note  very  strongly  of  adhesion  to  the  Pope  against  kings 
and  bishops,  which  was  so  significant  in  after  times. 
Robert  too,  was  a  builder.  His  chapel  and  chamber 
alone  of  all  the  buildings,  with  Henry's  bell-tower 
escaped  the  great  fire. 

In  1178  the  Abbacy  was  vacant,  and  Henry  II.,  glad 
to  have  command  of  its  revenues  in  his  wars  with  France 
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K.  Chapels,  dedication  uncertain. 

G.  St.  Edgar's  Capitular  Chapel. 

H.  Conjectural  Apse. 

I.  Chapels  of  S.  Silvester  and  S.  Thomas. 

X.  Position  of  spectator  in  frontispiece. 


and  his  own  family,  kept  it  vacant,  and  appointed  one 
Peter  de  Marcy  to  take  charge  of  it.  This  wily  Clug- 
niac  Chamberlain  tried,  by  some  liberality  and  more 
promises,  to  win  the  monks  to  elect  himself.  But  he 
was  a  worldly,  rapacious  priest,  who  had  borne  arms 
and  killed  his  man  ;  so  they  hung  back.  In  1183,  on 
Christmas  Eve,  he  pretended  to  say  Mass  in  the  wooden 
church  and  was  detected  profaning  the  mysteries. 
Instead  of  exposing  him  and  re-dedicating  the  church, 
the  monks  concealed  the  impiety ;  but  on  May  25th, 
1184,  on  the  feast  of  that  Pope  Urban,  whose  body  lay 
there,  a  fearful  fire  arose.  It  burnt  to  ashes,  not  only 
the  splendid  Norman  Church  and  monastery,  but  the 
ancient  House  of  God,  with  all  the  historic  accumula- 
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tions  of  art,  learning  and  piety.  A  wild  cry  of  horror 
and  consternation  arose  through  the  country.  The  poor 
old  troubled  king,  not  without  some  spur  of  conscience, 
hastened  to  the  rescue.  He  sent  his  Chamberlain, 
Ralph  Fitz-Stephen,  a  man  of  honour,  talent  and 
devoutness,  to  rebuild  and  uphold  the  shattered  House. 
Ralph  first  fed  the  poor  monks  who  were  huddled  in 
the  scanty  remains  of  their  monastery  and  then  "  in 
the  very  spot  where  the  ancient  church  had  first  stood, 
with  loveliest  work  and  moulded  stone,  he  completed 
the  Church  of  St.  Mary,  and  spared  nothing  in  adorning 
it.  He  repaired  all  the  houses,  and  finally  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  loveliest  church,  and  enlarged  it  to  a 
length  of  400  feet,  with  a  breadth  of  80  feet.  He  pressed 
forward  the  work,  and  spared  no  expense.  What  could 
not  be  got  from  Glastonbury  the  royal  bounty  supplied. 
The  stones  laid  in  the  foundation  of  this  church  were 
both  those  of  the  great  palace  of  Henry,  and  those  of 
the  whole  wall,  which  surrounded  the  abbey.  Thus  he 
erected  a  great  part  of  the  church,  and  would  have 

finished  the  same  in  rare  style,  if  the  Lord  had  not  taken 

.  •  j 

away  the  life  of  the  king."  The  saintly  relics,  salvaged 
from  the  fire,  were  the  bodies  of  SS.  Patrick,  Indractus, 
and  his  companions,  Gildas  the  historian,  and  some  of 
the  relics  of  '  St.  Dunstan,'  too.  These  were  collected 
in  shrines,  as  also  were  the  shoulder  and  arm  of  St. 
Oswald. 
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ST.  MARY'S  CHAPEL  AND  THE  GALILEE. 

THE  interest  of  Glastonbury  now  shifts  from 
its  chronicles  to  its  actual  stones,  but  before 
examining  them,  let  us  bear  in  mind  that  in  these 
last  days  of  Henry  II.,  two  builders  were  at  work, 
whose  records  in  stone  and  chronicle  shed  light 
upon  these  works  of  Ralph*  son  of  Stephen.  The 
first  is  bishop  Reginald  Fitz-Jocelin,  of  Wells,  whose 
work  in  the  three  Western  arches  of  that  Choir, 
and  the  four  Eastern  bays  of  the  Nave,  is  im- 
proved or  transition  Norman,  and  whose  still  earlier 
exquisite  North  Porch  was  erected  by  the  same  school 
of  Somerset  masons,  as  wrought  the  lovely  work  of 
this  chapel  of  St.  Mary.  The  second  great  builder  was 
St.  Hugh,  of  Avalon  and  Lincoln,  whose  early  English 
work  in  his  Cathedral  is  closely  followed  in  the  Galilee, 
the  great  porch  now  united  to  St.  Mary's.  This  resem- 
blance alone  would  suggest  that  St.  Hugh's  Somerset 
masons,  who  built  Witham  also,  came  to  Lincoln,  and 
returned  home  to  build  the  work  here.  But  as  St. 
Mary's  also  resembles  the  work  of  St.  Hugh's  own 
Avalon,  particularly  in  the  doors,  and  we  add  to  this 
St.  Hugh's  passionate  devotion  to  relics,  it  becomes 
almost  certain  that  we  have  in  these  Glastonbury  stones 
some  of  the  thoughts  of  the  loveliest  of  our  Saints,  as 
well  as  the  work  of  the  most  interesting  of  our  kings. 

The   East   end   of   the   great   church,  that  is  up  to 
the   fourth  severy  from  the  central   arch,   was  begun 
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at  this  time,  and  some  modern  authorities  say  that  both 
buildings  were  meant  to  be  detached,  but  that  is  not  to 
be  gathered  from  ancient  writers.  St:  Mary's  Chapel  was 
bounded  by  four  lovely  turrets,  of  which  only  two  re- 
main, and  at  first  had  no  crypt.  As  a  tribute  to  its 
venerable  site,  it  was  built  in  a  somewhat  archaic 
style,  and  the  position  of  the  doors  and  four  windows 
doubtless  represent  the  doors  and  windows  of  the 
ancient  church.  Those  doors  are  themselves  worthy 
of  careful  study.  The  stone  is  the  enduring  Doulting 
stone,  carefully  squared  and  fitted  with  rich  chevron 
mouldings  round  the  arcade,  and  the  Norman  zig-zag 
moulding  round  the  windows:  There  is  no  possible 
reason  why  this  place  should  not  be  restored  to  some 
of  its  original  completeness  and  purpose,  roofed,  floored, 
and  glazed,  and  preserved  for  future  generations  ;  even 
though  we  grudge  the  glory  of  the  paintings,  which 
once  lit  up  its  walls,  and  spare  the  golden  super-altar 
with  its  great  sapphire  and  do  not  either  produce  or 
detect  such  saints  as  once  rested  under  every  foot  of 
its  stone  and  leaden  pavement.  St.  Joseph's  well, 
before  the  crypt  was  made,  used  to  be  outside  the  walls, 
and  supplied  the  water  for  the  holy  sacrifice,  the  lavabo 
asperges,  and  ablutions.  It  is  said  to  have  been  fed 
from  Chalice  well. 

The  doors  are  not  only  interesting  as  a  marvel  of 
delicate  design  in  stone  leaf-work,  but  the  unfinished 
fascia  on  the  South  tells  the  tale  of  how,  when  harassed 
old  King  Henry  died,  his  swash-buckling  son  left  the 
work  undone,  for  the  excitements  of  the  Crusade.  It 
tells,  too,  how  the  builders  of  1184-9  carved  the  stones 
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when  these  were  in  position.  The  doors  each  had  a 
tympanum,  possibly  of  stone  lace- work,  stretched  behind 
the  arch.  Those  of  Avalon  in  Burgundy  have  sculptures 
in  front  of  this.  The  design  of  the  carving  seems  to  have 
been  to  tell  the  tale  of  Nature  and  Grace,  the  Eva  and  Ave 
epitomizing  man's  life.  On  the  South  is  the  creation 
of  woman,  and  the  earliest  wedding  day,  but  the  ar- 
tist ended  here,  for  the  royal  revenues  and  those  of  the 
Abbey  too,  were  diverted  to  the  war  with  Saladin. 
The  north  door  has  puzzled  many  students,  and  been 
food  for  guesses  more  assured  than  happy.  The  lowest 
fascia  tells  the  tale  of  Our  Lady.  The  Angel  appears 
to  Anna,  who  meets  her  husband  Joachim.  The  holy 
Virgin  is  born,  and  dedicated  in  the  Temple  which 
stands  behind  the  chamber.  The  central  panel  is  the 
Annunciation,  and  then  nothing  is  quite  plain  until 
the  Mother  of  God  is  seated,  crowned  at  the  last.  The 
eighteen  ovals  in  the  third  fascia  may  contain  the  story 
of  the  Epiphany,  the  King  riding  to  Jerusalem,  being 
warned  in  separate  beds,  Herod  with  his  Knights,  the 
Murder  of  the  Innocents,  and  in  the  last  a  pilgrim,  St. 
Joseph  of  Arimathasa,  setting  forth.  These  keys  are 
unsatisfactory,  and  the  work  is  dirty,  decayed, 
and  mutilated.  If  these  are  the  three  kings,  where  is 
the  adoration  ?  and  why  is  one  of  them  like  a  woman  ? 
If  we  turn  for  aid  to  the  Gospels  of  Mary  and  the  Inno- 
cency,  we  get  little  help.  The  leprous  woman,  healed 
by  the  Saviour's  bath  water,  the  sick  princess  and  her 
husband,  suggest  themselves ;  but  none  of  the  Apocry- 
phal or  Scripture  stories  seem  to  fit  the  carvings.  The 
explanations  all  halt,  and  it  is  better  to  admit  defeat 
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rather  than  to  advance  uncatholic  explanations,  which 
have  no  power  to  explain.  The  carvings  on  the  tym- 
panum might  explain  it  all,  if  we  had  them. 

When  Henry  II.  died,  the  monks  bestirred  themselves 
to  get  an  Abbot,  and  Richard  being  anxious  for  money, 
the  way  was  open.  They  remembered  the  great  Henry 
de  Blois,  and  chose  another  Henry,  also  of  royal  blood, 
called  De  Soliaco,  of  Sully  or  Swansea.  He  had  been 
a  friend  to  the  late  king,  and  was  intimate  with  Richard. 
One  of  the  first  things  he  did  was  to  search  for  the  grave 
of  King  Arthur,  about  whom  the  late  king  had  been 
interested  when  he  heard  the  story  from  the  Welsh 
bards.  There  were  close  to  Jhe  North-west  turret 
two  pyramid  pillars,  one  of  five  stories,  28  feet  high, 
and  one  of  four,  and  26  feet  high.  The  loftier  contained 
the  names  of  fifteen  persons,  and  the  latter  of  four. 
Among  these  were  Kentwin  of  Northumbria,  Wilfrid 
of  York,  Earnfled,  and  others.  On  the  South  side, 
facing  the  second  window,  were  two  grooved  crosses  of 
great  antiquity,*  and  between  these  last,  tradition  said 
the  king  and  his  queen  were  buried.  Abbot  Henry 
dug  deep,  and  almost  despaired,  when  at  the  depth  of 
seven  feet,  they  found  a  leaden  cross  with  "  Here  lies 
King  Arthur,  the  renowned  king  in  the  isle  of  Avalon," 
in  Latin.  On  digging  as  much  lower,  they  found  a  dug- 
out oak  coffin,  with  the  bones  of  a  very  tall  man,  with 
many  wounds  in  his  skull,  and  the  queen  with  golden 
hair  delicately  braided,  which  fell  to  dust  at  a  touch. 
The  remains  of  both  were  buried  in  the  Abbey  Church. 
The  foolish  theory  that  this  was  monkish  imposture  is 
*  608  years,  says  John,  c.  1400  A.D. 
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confuted  by  the  dates,  for  the  search  was  set  on  foot 
by  Henry  II.,  the  discovery  made  in  the  reign  of  Richard, 
who  preferred  the  bones  of  one  marching  soldier,  before 
the  resting  ones  of  all  dead  kings. 

The  Galilee  to  the  East  of  St.  Mary's  Chapel  was, 
we  may  conclude,  finished  under  De  Soliaco  (1189-93) 
and  more  by  the  monks  than  by  their  chief.  But  we 
must  bear  in  mind  that  Abbot  Henry's  later  actions 
raised  a  storm  against  his  memory,  so  that  Adam  de 
Domerham  would  be  likely  to  grudge  rather  than  pay 
him  his  deserts.  Attention,  revenue,  and  zeal  were 
after  Henry's  day  swallowed  up  in  the  political  stress  of 
Richard's  later  years,  and  still  more  by  the  great  quarrel 
with  the  Abbot  Bishop  Savaric  ;  so  that  we  shall  hardly 
do  wrong  in  concluding  that  this  splendid  porch  was 
finished  in  the  years  mentioned.  It  has  been  altered 
and  adapted,  but  was  in  the  new  Early  English  style, 
with  three  pointed  windows  on  each  side,  below  which 
was  an  arcade  of  trefoil  arches,  comparable  with  Lincoln 
and  Cleeve.  It  seems  to  have  been  built  by  the  same 
masons  as  those  who  raised  Our  Lady's  Church,  but 
was  divided  from  it.  The  marks  of  a  great  staircase^ 
leading  up  to  the  West  door  of  the  Abbey  Church  may 
be  noticed.  The  crypt  belongs  to  the  XV.  Century, 
being  made  to  allow  of  burials  within  the  hallowed 
precincts,  and  was  then  built  of  old  Norman  stones,  in 
the  perpendicular  style.*  When  the  crypt  was  made, 
the  Galilee  was  taken  into  the  Lady  Chapel,  the  West 

*  The  coarse  thwart  masonry,  which  keeps  the  walls  of  the 
Lady  Chapel  from  collapse,  was  placed  there  by  the  clumsy  piety 
of  1826, 
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door  of  the  great  church  being  blocked  by  the  reredos, 
screen,  and  Lady  altar,  which  projected  7  feet  from  the 
disused  door. 


THE    MONKS.     . 

BEFORE  we  pass 
on  to  the  evil 
days  of  Savaric,  it  is 
interesting  to  ask  what 
these  monks  were  like. 
The  Abbot  had  now 
obtained  the  mitre 
from  Pope  Caelestine 
III.,  and  wore  the 
ring,  gloves,  sandals, 
dalmatic,  and  tunic  on 
great  occasions.  The 
monks  wore  habitually 
dark  cowls  or  sleeveless 
hooded  outer  garments. 
Each  had  two  of  these,  with  two  frocks  or  cassocks,  two 
woven  vests,  two  pairs  of  linen  breeches,  four  pairs  of 
long  hose,  and  every  year  a  new  pelisse  of  black  wool. 
He  had  a  new  pair  of  thick  shoes  once  a  year,  and  for 
winter  night  shoes,  two  coverlets  to  his  bed  and  ten 
pairs  of  short  hose.  He  fed  upon  measured  portions 
of  bread,  meat,  fish,  biscuits,  mead,  beer  and  wine, 


Bellcote  of  St.  Margaret's 
Almshouse  Chapel. 
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The  North  Door  of  St.  Joseph's  Chapel  of  Our  Lady. 
See  page  28. 
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according  to  the  dignity  of  the  feasts,  in  three  meals 
and  two  snacks,  or  two  meals  and  three  snacks.  There 
were  58  professed  brothers,  of  whom  the  majority — 
saY  35 — were  priests.  Nearly  all  were  natives  not  only 
of  England  but  of  Somerset,  and  Glastonbury  was 
always  decidedly  Wessex.  For  this  reason  it  may 
have  been  less  urbane,  but  it  was  the  more  beloved  by  its 
neighbours  than,  for  instance,  were  the  Abbies  of 
St.  Alban  or  St.  Edmund.  The  new  honours  to  the 
Abbot,  given  in  the  unhappy  year  1191,  enabled  him 
to  do  some  of  the  work  of  a  bishop,  such  as  consecrating 
vestments,  and  gave  him  some  of  the  look  of  a  bishop, 
too  ;  so  that  there  were  both  hopes  and  fears  that  the 
place  might  become  a  See.  Bishop  Reginald  of  Bath 
died  soon  after  and  bequeathed  his  jealous  fears,  and 
contrived  to  bequeath  his  See  also,  to  his  kinsman 
Savaric. 


THE    BISHOP    ABBOTS. 

SAVARIC  is  the  type  of  a  Churchman  not  uncommon 
at  this  time.  Of  high  lineage,  a  relative  of  the 
Emperor  Henry  VI.,  a  dashing  sportsman,  of  extravagant 
habits,  a  man  of  courts  and  travel,  he  accomplished  that 
divorce  of  salary  from  duty,  at  which  the  cynic  says  we 
are  all  aiming.  He  was  King  Richard's  intermediary 
with  the  Emperour,  and  being  by  favour  advanced  to  the 
See  of  Bath,  he  persuaded  his  kinsman  and  his  king  that 
the  diocese  would  be  better  served  if  he  were  both  Abbot 
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and  Bishop  in  one.     Henry  de  Soliaco  was  promoted  to 
the  See  of  Winchester,  the  king  accepted  Bath,    and 
Savaric  became  the  angel  of  the  Church  of  Wells  and 
Glastonbury.       He    also    became    Chancellor   of    Bur- 
gundy.*    He  got  back  to  his  ecclesiastical  duties  only 
in  1197.     He  was  a  man  of  intelligence  and  had  set 
himself  to  solve  a  grave  question,  the  relation  of  the 
monastic  houses  to  the  Episcopal  government,  that  is  to 
the  common  life  of  the  Church.     Bishop  Reginald  had 
tried  the  simple  solution  of  bringing  the  Abbot  into  the 
chapter,  where  his  own  headship  was  promptly  contested. 
At  bottom  this  question  is  a  still  further  one.     Is  the 
Church  an  absolute  monarchy  under  the  Pope,  or  is 
she  a  constitutional  and  decentralized  government  under 
bishops,  though  federated  and  united  perhaps  under 
one  Head  ?     The  monastic  claim  to  be  extra  diocesan, 
when  the  monasteries  were  powerful  must  have  thrown 
the  Sees  out  of  gear.    In  the  final  event  it  always  was  and 
will  be  to  the  interest  of  Papal  power  to  support  monks 
against  bishops,  but  the  whole  existence  of  these  splendid 
monuments  of  faith,  art,  and  learning — the  Monasteries 
— was  imperilled  by  the  very  victories  they  obtained 
over  the  common  local  life  of  the  Church.    The  bitter- 
ness,  arrogance,   and  unreasonableness  of  both  sides, 
the  wearisome  debates  about  trivial  or  worldly  matters, 
the  vices,  or  the  very  virtues  of  the  combatants,  confuse 
the  issues.     The  broad  fact  is  this,  that  the  great  and 
glorious  House  of  Glastonbury,  for  three  centuries,  was 
opposed  to  the  idea  of  the  government  of  the   bishop 
and  pastor  of  the  Church  in  Somerset,  and  constantly 
*  Said  to  be  an  honorary  post,  but  no  doubt  with  perquisites. 
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appealed  both  to  Pope  and  King  against  that  govern- 
ment. Thus  the  Abbey  chose  the  crowns  and  thrones 
that  vanish  rather  than  the  foundation  which  was  from 
the  beginning.  Neither  its  loveliness  nor  its  most 
venerable  story,  nor  its  associations  of  blessedness  nor 
its  deep  educational  value,  could  save  it  from  the 
shameful  fate  which  awaits  all  things  not  upon  this 
foundation. 

Bishop  Savaric  came  to  his  Abbey  in  mighty 
state  with  a  train  of  soldiers,  burst  in  the  doors, 
preized  open  the  presses,  prankt  the  secular  canons  in 
the  holy  vestments  and  enthroned  himself,  with  the  help 
of  '  eight  traitors  '  among  the  monks.  The  murmurers 
were  chased  with  swords  and  sticks  from  the  church, 
locked  in  the  farmory  and  kept  without  food  or  without 
drink  on  alternate  days.  Literal  and  spiritual  weapons 
prevailed,  and  they  submitted.  The  gallant  medical 
novice,  William  Pike,  who  had  headed  a  deputation  to 
the  Pope  and  been  elected  anti- abbot,  was  excom- 
municated. His  use  of  the  great  seal  was  repudiated 
before  the  merchants.  In  vain  he  dashed  off  again  to 
Rome,  for  Savaric's  arm  was  there  before  him,  and  he 
died  so  very  conveniently  that  the  brethren  were 
assured  he  had  been  poisoned.  Until  the  death  of 
Savaric  in  1205  A.D.  it  may  be  concluded  that  the 
building  of  the  great  Church  of  SS.  Peter  and  Paul  stood 
still ;  the  discipline,  hospitality,  and  order  were  weightily 
diminished  and  the  worship  much  neglected.  Then 
the  king,  bishop,  nobles  of  England,  and  Innocent  III: 
also,  made  up  their  minds  to  abate  the  scandal  and 
restore  the  ancient  status  by  dividing  the  See  and  Abbey, 
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but  the  troubles  of  King  John's  reign  and  the  vigour  of 
bishop-abbot  Jocehn  put  off  the  final  partition  until 
1216.  Jocehn  was  not  only  a  great  builder,  but  he 
bred  under  the  compelling  power  of  much  criticism. 
Though  it  is  not  admitted  by  the  chronicler,  who  merely 
tefls  us  that  the  monks  were  pinched  in  necessaries, 
the  great  church  must  have  begun  again  to  be  built. 
Literary,  scholastic,  and  other  work  went  on.  Fifteen 
books  were  transcribed  for  the  library.* 


ABBOTS   NOT   BISHOPS. 

IN  1219,  when  England  was  so  badly  governed  by 
Pandulf  the  legate,  JoceUn  affixed  his  seal  to  a 
deed  which  released  the  abbey  from  episcopal  sway : 
bat  he  first  docked  it  of  considerable  sources  of  revenue, 
left  it  shorn  of  some  of  its  insignia,  and  thus  handed 
it  over  to  William  Vigor,  a  staunch  opponent  of  the 
bishop's  power.  This  man  immediately  increased  the 
monies  paid  to  the  master  of  the  works,  and  so  sped 
forward  the  buildings ;  but  after  five  years,  the  Church 
was  not  ready,  and  the  Abbot,  at  his  death,  had  to  be 
buried  in  the  Chapter  House.  Robert.  Prior  of  Bath, 
succeeded  him.  a  gentle  and  pious  man ;  but  the  Eng- 
lish policy  of  De  Burgh  and  Stephen  Langton  is  plainly 
seen  in  the  Royal  decrees,  which  grant  concession  after 

*  Noted  Psalter.  Decreta.  Rad alphas  on  Leviticus.  Notes  and 
text  of  Genesis  and  Exodus.  Two  Volumes  of  Pauline  Epistles. 
SS.  Matthew  and  Mark.  SS.  Lake  and  John,  with  Notes,  Dentero- 
and  Comment,  a  Versed  Bible,  Joshua  and  Judges.  Two 
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concession  to  bishop  Jocelin,  the  patronage  of  the  Abbey, 
disafforestations,  advowsons,  and  court  rights,  all  of 
which  were  intended  to  check  the  idea  of  a  state  within 
a  state.  That  policy,  therefore,  was  not  beloved  at 
Glastonbury. 

In  1235,  a  new  abbot  Michael  de  Amesbury  was 
consecrated  in  London  by  Jocelin,  and  took  the  com- 
mand of  a  foundation  '  hugely  wounded.'  He  was 
neither  saint  nor  scholar,  but  after  a  youth  of  travel 
and  adventure,  had  become  a  keen,  shrewd,  vigorous 
man  of  affairs.  His  loyalty  to  the  king,  when  Church- 
men mostly  stood  for  Simon  de  Montford,  gave  him  great 
power  at  court,  a  power  he  used  to  wrest  back  most  of 
the  concessions.  He  surpassed  all  his  forerunners  in 
building.  Almost  all  parts  of  the  domain  felt  his 
hand.  A  hundred  dwellings  rose.  Innumerable  ad- 
vantages were  gained  or  recovered.  The  Pope  smiled 
once  more.  The  great  church,  now  roofed  in,  rang 
with  the  music  of  the  Mass,  and  the  major  altar  could 
be  used,  and  was  supplied  with  a  service  of  silver.  A 
grand  processional  cross  of  silver,  a  shrine  of  "St. 
Dunstan's  "  head,  and  other  splendours,  tell  of  active 
worship  now  possible,  and  even  the  Tor  Church,  dedicated 
to  the  Abbot's  patron,  felt  the  benefits  of  so  able  a  ruler. 
When  Michael  died,  old  and  blind  in  1253,  he  was  the  first 
man  to  be  buried  in  the  new  church,  and  his  grave  lay 
before  the  Altar  of  St.  Thomas,  in  the  North  Transept. 
So  strong  did  the  jubilant  monks  now  feel,  that  they 
boldly  fixed  an  epitaph  to  proclaim  that  Michael  had 
broken  the  deceits  of  the  serpent,  and  their  own  chains.* 
*  To  the  See. 
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That  was  his  triumph  :  but  he  also  found  the  house 
bare  and  left  it  solvent,  with  800  head  of  cattle,  6000 
sheep,  300  swine,  and  a  year's  corn  in  its  granaries. 
For  the  next  nine  years,  Roger  Forde,  a  literary  man,  suc- 
ceeded the  man  of  business.  He  talked  eloquently,  wrote 
finely,  contended  sharply,  and  did  nothing.  He  found  the 
bishop  as  hot-headed  and  controversial  as  himself. 
Perhaps  his  tongue  got  him  even  into  worse  trouble,  for 
he  was  killed  in  a  brawl  at  Bromley.  Tall  Robert  of  Pe- 
therton,  another  son  of  the  House  (1261-74),  had  enough 
to  do  to  nurse  the  revenues  in  the  civil  wars,  without 
any  forward  movement.  His  were  the  days  of  Lewes  and 
Evesham,  with  the  struggle  to  enforce  the  great  Charter. 
As  we  should  expect  from  what  has  gone  before,  Glaston- 
bury  had  no  sympathy  with  the  baronial  party,  but 
supported  the  cause  of  Prince  Edward.  When  Robert 
died  of  consumption  in  1274,  there  was  an  unseemly 
struggle  with  the  bishop's  men  over  the  funeral ;  but 
the  monks  prevailed,  and  they  buried  him  next  to 
Abbot  Michael  in  the  North  Transept.  John  of 
Taunton,  also  a  brother  of  the  Abbey,  was  his  successor. 
John  was  neither  a  mere  scholar,  a  mere  lawyer,  nor  a 
mere  man  of  business,  but  alert  and  alive  to  both 
worlds,  the  visible  and  invisible.  He  appealed  to  the 
old  friend  of  the  House,  now  Edward  I.  It  was  a  golden 
moment.  Not  only  was  this  umpire  of  an  exalted  and 
just  build,  but  his  chancellor,  Robert  Brunell,  was 
now  bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells.  The  result  was  a  charac- 
teristic and  legal  "  final  concord,"  in  which  the  rights 
of  both  parties  were  defined.  This  gave  a  time  of  peace 
much  needed,  for  in  1275  an  earthquake  levelled  the 
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old  Church  of  St.  Michael  on  the  Tor,  and  did  other 
damage.  But  John  de  Taunton  profited  by  peace, 
and  extended  the  domain  on  all  sides,  not  least  by 
acquiring  Bechary,  now  a  ruined  chapel,  but  a  rich 
soiled  island  ;  and  Doulting,  the  quarrying  place  of 
stone.  He  needed  the  latter,  for  he  built  much — 
granges,  chambers,  dovecots,  and  a  new  gate  of  Glaston- 
bury,  perhaps  on  the  Wells  road.  He  also  rebuilt 
Bechary  and  Godney  Chapels.  He  gathered  together  a 
fine  library  of  Commentators,  which  were  lodged,  if  a 
chance  phrase  is  in  its  right  place,  in  the  Galilee,*  to- 
gether with  Albertus  Magnus,  Augustine,  many  works 
of  the  new  doctor  Aquinas,  Peter  Mauricius,  works  on 
natural  history  and  perspective  drawing,  with  Kilwardby 
on  the  Sentences — perhaps  this  last  was  given  by  the 
author.  The  Aristotelian  nominalism,  that  child  of 
Arabia  and  the  Crusades,  found  favour  in  the  Abbey, 
rather  than  the  realism  which  was  taught  by  the  Sons 
of  St.  Francis.  Kilwardby  himself,  the  Friar  Arch- 
bishop, was  of  course  a  realist  and  possibly  gave  his 
book  as  a  slight  corrective  to  the  library. 

In  1278,  during  Holy  Week,  Edward  I.,  the  greatest 
of  our  kings,  came  to  Glastonbury,  with  Queen  Eleanor, 
and  a  great  train.  They  were  met  on  the  West  Pennard 
road  by  a  grand  procession.  Next  day  they  were  joined 
by  the  Archbishop,  who  was  welcomed  in  the  same  way  : 
for  he  came,  by  request  to  consecrate  oils,  and  to  ordain. 
The  former  act  was  the  cause  of  an  unpleasant  dispute 
between  secular  canons  and  monks,  courteously  settled 
by  Kilwardby  in  favour  of  his  hosts.  Three  king's 
*  Domerham,  574. 
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men  were  ordained  priests — at  the  request  of  the  Abbot 
— and  the  Archbishop  was  allowed  to  sing  the  High 
Mass  at  Easter.  Next  day  the  king  wanted  to  hold  his 
Assize  here,  but  it  was  explained  to  him  that  he  would 
thereby  infringe  the  liberties,  which  he  said  he  would 
rather  enlarge  ;  and  he  thus  transferred  the  Assize  to 
Street.  That  same  night  was  another  significant  in- 
cident. Philip  de  Cogan,  a  servant  of  the  Abbey,  had 
a  brawl  with  one  of  the  Mazseurs,  or  royal  bodyguard, 
and  drew  a  knife  upon  his  man.  He  was  arrested  for 
high  treason,  but  instantly  liberated  by  the  Abbot, 
whose  bailiffs  then  made  amends  for  the  fault  of  Philip. 
The  moral  of  the  drama  is  quite  plain. 

Next  day  the  Court  and  Convent  assembled  and 
saw  the  opening  of  King  Arthur's  new  tomb,  for  the 
translation  of  his  bones.  A  stately  mausoleum  had 
been  prepared  behind  the  High  Altar,  and  thither  King 
Edward  bore  the  king's  bones,  and  his  queen  carried 
Guinevere's  wonderfully  beautiful  remains,  wrapped  in 
precious  palls.  There  they  were  sealed  by  the  royal 
signets,  but  the  skulls*  were  left  outside  for  greater 
devotion.  Thus  Edward  proclaimed  to  the  Welsh  his 
care  and  love  for  their  great  leader,  in  the  part  he  was 
preparing  to  play,  and  perhaps  claimed  the  fulfilment 
of  the  prophecy  of  rex  futurus  for  himself. 

Every  care  was  taken,  even  to  the  inspection  of 
victuals,  to  give  precedence  to  the  Abbey  men,  and 
thus  the  visit  was  a  great  triumph  for  those  very  princi- 
ples which  ended  in  the  destruction  of  the  monastery. 
In  the  meantime  the  cost  of  lavish  hospitality,  a  number 
*  Arthur's  with  ten  wounds. 
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of  heavy  law  suits,  and  the  taxation  of  the  clergy, 
clogged  the  enterprise  of  the  abbot  and  made  him  deal 
hardly  with  his  tenants,  so  that  he  incurred  their  wrath 
and  was  unable  to  continue  the  buildings,  as  he  wished. 
But  he  managed  to  establish  a  thing  which  had  been 
long  sought  for,  by  obtaining  a  declaration  that  he  was 
a  tenant  in  capite,  holding  direct  from  the  Crown,  and 
this  both  saved  irksome  dealings  with  the  bishop  and 
secured  the  abbot  a  seat  in  Parliament  as  a  spiritual 
lord.  John  de  Taunton  died  in  1290,  catching  his 
death  at  the  funeral  of  the  queen  mother.  He  was 
buried  in  the  South  side  of  the  North  Transept,  and  over 
him  was  placed  an  epitaph,  which  called  him  one  who 
had  spent  much,  Worked  much,  and  taught  Christ's 
lore.  The  chancellor-bishop  died  soon  after  him. 
The  end  of  the  wonderful  XIII.  Century  saw  an  out- 
burst of  rich  ritual  and  splendid  art  work.  We  hear 
of  a  cross  of  crystal,  a  baldichino  woven  with  leopards 
and  birds  in  gold,  an  Indian  red  cope  with  castles  and 
lions  and  its  morse  of  hammered  silver,  tunics  of  silk 
and  samite  braided  with  the  Arms  of  England,  and 
much  else  of  magnificence.  John  of  Kent,  the  next 
abbot,  was  equally  an  artist,  and  erected  a  great  rood 
with  a  crucifix  and  SS.  Mary  and  John,  procuring 
glorious  vestments  besides,  and  an  aspersory  of  silver 
and  ivory  with  splendid  jewelry.  He  freed  the  house 
from  a  Lucca  merchant  to  whom  it  was  in  debt,  and 
carried  forward  the  great  church,  so  that  it  was  ready- 
when  he  died  for  the  solemn  consecration.  This  was 
performed  under  Geoffry  Fromont  in  1303,  while 
Edward  I.,  in  defiance  of  the  Pope,  was  assaulting 
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Scotland.  Abbot  Geoffrey  began  the  great  hall  and 
the  chapter  house  and  was  a  man  of  fine  tastes  like  his 
predecessors.  We  hear  of  wonderful  copes,  velvet  grey, 
with  moon  and  stars,  red  satin  picked  out  with  parrots, 
and  of  six  woven  carpets,  a  refinement  learnt  in  the 
Crusades,  some  of  them  green  or  golden  with  parrots 
and  roses,  and  much  else ;  all  of  which  must  have  made  the 
great  church  to  glitter  with  rich  colouring.  Even  Walter 
de  Taunton,  though  abbot  only  for  a  few  days,  left  a  stone 
screen  in  front  of  the  choir,  curiously  carved  with  ten 
statues  ;  another  rood  and  ten  copes  bordered  with 
feather  work  and  elaborate  pictures  of  saints,  scallops, 
leopards,  ladders,  and  griffins.  A  greater  craftsman 
still  was  Abbot  Adam  de  Sodbury  (1322-35),  whose 
zeal  upheld  worthily  the  tradition  of  St.  Dunstan. 
He  vaulted  in  stone  the  greater  part  of  the  Church  of 
SS.  Peter  and  Paul,  painted  the  walls  with  kings,  heroes, 
saints,  and  benefactors,  enriched  the  altars  with  curious 
works  of  silver  and  stone,  made  the  chapels  of  St. 
Silvester,  the  Pope  who  baptised  Constantine,  and  of 
St.  George,  of  whom  the  Abbey  possessed  a  bone.  He 
cast  and  hung  in  the  great  tower  six  bells,  no  doubt  of 
the  conical  shape  of  the  period,  and  five  more,  which 
he  hung  in  the  bell-tower,  of  which  the  site  is  now  un- 
known.* It  is  uncertain  whether  any  of  these  bells 
survived  through  two  centuries,  but  in  1544  there  were 
eight  very  great  bells  in  the  tower  and  three  most  huge 
"  in  the  churchyard,"  and  in  Edward  VI. 's  reign  100  Ibs. 
of  bell  metal  was  still  "  in  the  chauntrie."  Bells  and 

*  Was  it  to  the  South  of  St.  Mary's  Chapel,  where  there  is  still 
some  ruined  masonry  ? 
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bell-ringing  were  among  the  traditions  of  Glastonbury. 
For  miles  around  the  villages  must  have  heard  their 
missionary  sound,  have  learnt  the  days  and  hours  by 
their  resonant  melodies,  and  felt  the  tragedy  of  their 
silenced  voices.  Abbot  Adam  it  was  who  caused  Peter 
Lightfoot,  one  of  his  monks*  to  construct  the  great 
clock,  which  was  formerly  in  the  South  Transept  and 
was  since  lodged  in  the  North  Transept  of  Wells 
Cathedral.  This  was  not  actually  the  first  clock,  but 
was  the  first  clock  in  a  modern  sense,  not  only  in  England 
but  in  Europe.  In  1298  Paul's  Jacks  were  set  up  in 
London  and  struck  bells  at  regular  intervals,  without  a 
dial,  other  than  the  sundial.  In  1326  a  mechanical 
Planetarium,  called  a  horologe,  was  erected  in  St. 
Alban's  Abbey.  But  Brother  Peter  combined  both 
principles,  and  provided  a  regular  escapement  for 
equable  motion  and  three  dial  circles.  The  twenty-four 
hours  are  marked  by  a  revolving  star,  the  minutes  by  a 
smaller  star,  and  the  age  of  the  moon  is  shewn  on  the 
inmost  circle.  The  old  iron  works  are  still  to  be  seen, 
with  an  added  pendulum,  at  South  Kensington.  It  is 
still  a  witness  to  the  rare  mechanical  intelligence,  which 
the  Benedictine  order  fostered,  to  the  great  benefit  of 
later  contrivers.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  patronage 
of  this  art  survived  even  to  the  last  abbot,  whose  watch 
is  in  existence  and  has  been  often  pictured.  This 
is  of  the  earlier  type,  which  Jeremia  Metzger  was  making 
at  Augsburg,  before  the  bow  for  hanging  it  had  been 
introduced  and  watches  were  worn  with  seals  in  the 
girdle.  Of  the  other  works  of  art,  jewelry,  chalices, 
suits  of  vestments  broidered  with  beasts,  silver  butter- 
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flies,  purple  birds  and  what 
not,  there  is  a  long  list,  as 
a^so  °^  kis  ilmmmated  Bible, 
school  Histories, "  Properties 
of  things,"  Acts  of  saints, 
precious  Psalters,  and  a 
Benedictionary.  The  scrip- 
torium was  no  sinecure,  and 
the  workshops  were  kept 
busy,  as  were  the  voices  and 
hands  of  all  the  monks  in 
works  or  offices  for  the  living 
and  the  dead. 

It  is  pleasant  to  dwell  on 
these  things,  for  the  other 
glimpses  we  get  into  the 
history  show  constant  feuds 
with  the  bishop,  full  of  unhappy  incident  and  mutual 
discourtesy.  For  instance,  when  John  XXII.  imposed 
a  tax  of  a  tenth,  the  abbot  was  unable  to  enforce  pay- 
ment, and  Edward  II.  had  to  quicken  the  bishop  to 
come  to  his  aid.  Still  earlier,  when  the  bishop  (1312) 
made  his  visitation  he  found,  both  here  and  at  Bath,  a 
combination  to  defeat  him  by  oaths  of  secrecy.  Con- 
stant law-suits  about  land  crop  up,  monks  and  retainers 
destroy  See  property,  and  the  bishop  invades  the  Abbey 
possessions,  to  publish  fulminations  against  spiteful 
persons  officially  unknown.  But  the  work  of  study, 
invention,  education,  and  worship  is  a  noiseless  one  and- 
goes  with  small  chronicle.  A  large  community  with 
many  servants,  from  liveried  squires  to  keepers  and 
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woodmen,  with  land  in  many  parishes,  and  several 
counties,  could  hardly  escape  some  unpleasant  details. 
If  we  could  judge  fairly,  this  Abbey  would  probably 
compare  well  with  lay-lords  in  this  troublesome  time, 
and  certainly  very  well  with  other  great  houses. 

While  on  the  one  hand  party  strife  ran  so  high  that 
even  Dean  Godilee  of  Wells  was  accused  of  firing  the 
moor  to  windward  with  intent  to  burn  out  the  Abbey, 
it  is  pleasant  to  remember  that  Glastonbury  shows  a 
whole-hearted  enthusiasm  for  dignity  of  worship  and 
without  pause  or  lapse,  for  the  cause  of  learning.  If 
the  Franciscan  movement  found  no  favour  here,  neither 
can  we  find  boisterous  plays  performed  in  the  great 
Church,  such  as  disgraced  the  Cathedral  at  Wells  ;  nor 
was  there  any  huckstering  in  the  House  of  God.  If  we 
examine  the  twenty-three  livings  of  which  the  Abbey 
held  the  advowson,  we  find  they  were  served  by  incum- 
bents of  great  weight.  Take  West  Monckton,  for 
instance.  Out  of  nineteen  nominations,  ten  were  of  men 
honoured  by  Church  or  State  in  various  ways.  One 
became  President  of  Magdalen,  two  were  afterwards 
Archdeacons  and  others  were  men  of  note.  Even 
outlying  parishes  were  served  by  priests  whose  names 
meet  us  in  the  annals  of  Oxford.  The  pupils  of  Glaston- 
bury made  their  mark  at  the  University,  and  Glaston- 
bury benefactions  helped  to  build  and  embellish  even 
St.  Mary's  Church.*  The  library  so  resolutely  accumu- 
lated impressed  scholars  as  the  best  in  England,  and  its 
cruel  destruction  has  lost  us  several  links  in  the  national 
history.  Before  the  middle  of  the  XIII.  Century  it 
*  Wood.  R.  Fitzjames. 
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contained  over  500  volumes,  and  these  not  only  Latin 
Fathers,  school  men,  law,  chronicle,  and  books  of 
devotion,  but  authors  like  Boethius,  Virgil,  Plato, 
Porphyry,  Aristotle,  Priscian,  Persius,  Claudian,  with 
astronomers,  geographers,  musicians,  and  even  dic- 
tionaries. A  century  later  half  that  number  of  books 
was  accounted  a  magnificent  library,  and  even  a  hundred 
volumes  was  surprising. 

Since  Adam's  successor  built  two  barns,  one  at  Street 
and  one  at  Nettleton  in  Wilts,  we  may  conclude  that 
the  great  barn  of  Glastonbury  was  built  by  Adam  de 
Sodbury.  It  is  a  magnificent  one,  indeed,  in  the  form 
of  a  cross,  with  traceried  windows  and  four  panels  of 
the  Evangelists.  If  this  is  so,  we  may  further  conclude 
that  the  two  weather-worn  statues  on  the  gables  are 
our  Lady  of  Glastonbury  and  Father  Adam  himself. 
It  is  wonderful  that  the  Protestant  piety,  so  reverent 
to  the  barn  and  the  cook-house,  should  have  spared  the 
holy  Gospellers  and  the  statues  on  this  roof,  when  so 
much  else  was  laid  low  :  but  corn  and  pudding  are  of 
universal  interest,  and  awaken  a  catholic  spirit  even  in 
those  who  are  least  aware  of  it.  The  barn  is  worth  a 
visit,  if  only  to  see  that  the  Grace  of  Life  which  flows 
from  the  Head  reaches  to  the  most  outward  things  and 
consecrates  the  very  skirts  of  human  life  with  beauty. 

In  1335,  another  monk,  the  prior  of  the  House,  John 
de  Brimpton,  became  Abbot,  and  ruled  for  six  years. 
He  was  probably  of  the  Glamorgan  family,  and  was  not 
only  an  ardent  builder  of  edifices  now  wholly  wiped  out, 
but  was  interested  in  law,  glass,  and  jewelry.  The 
taxation  of  Edward  III.  was  heavy,  and  the  long 
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struggle  with  France  had  begun  to  tell  heavily  upon 
English  finances,  so  that  his  beautiful  hall,  kitchen, 
domestic  offices,  and  elegant  steps  to  the  orchard  were 
no  small  achievement  of  his  prior  days,  and  his  great 
hall,  abbot's  chapel,  long  chamber,  were  well  begun, 
with  provisions  of  wrought  timber  and  glass.  He  had 
a  strong  and  orderly  rule,  although  the  evil  feud  with 
the  bishop  and  other  law  suits  still  continued.  It  is 
now  that  we  first  hear  of  a  special  Hall  at  Oxford  of 
four  chambers,  for  the  Glastonbury  scholars,  who  were 
not,  like  most  Benedictine  students,  lodged  in  Gloucester 
College.  The  provision  of  a  special  house  (and  of  a 
processional  cross)  does  not  imply  that  these  students 
began  to  be  sent  to  the  University  then,  but  does 
seem  to  imply  that  there  were,  say,  a  score  of  them 
who  were  now  collected  into  one  corporation,  until  the 
dissolution  put  a  stop  to  this  excellent  work. 

Walter  de  Monington  (1341-1374)  obtained  a  peace- 
ful inheritance,  and  presided  over  the  Abbey  for  thirty- 
three  eventful  and  important  years.  He  enlarged  the 
choir  by  lengthening  it  to  the  East,  keeping  the  peculiar 
character  of  the  church,  that  strange  blend  of  pointed 
arch  with  Norman  moulding,  but  his  capitals  are  dis- 
tinct. Both  Walter  and  his  learned  brother  Hugh 
were  afterwards  buried  in  the  South  Transept,  and 
were  filled  with  the  enthusiasm  for  the  place,  which 
the  sons  of  so  splendid  an  Alma  Mater  never  failed  to 
show.  The  man  who  built  these  two  arches,  and 
vaulted  the  choir  in  stone,  saw  the  triumph  of  Cressy, 
Neville's  Cross,  the  horrors  of  the  Black  Death,  and 
Poitier's  battle,  when  King  John  was  led  as  a  prisoner 
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to  Somerton.  He  lived  through  the  gradual  defeat  of 
the  English  in  France,  and  saw  the  beginning  both  of 
the  great  labour  troubles  and  the  disturbance  of  thought 
which  centred  around  the  name  of  Wicklif.  Of  these,  the 
most  far-reaching  was  certainly  the  great  pestilence. 
Of  the  Abbey  livings,  nearly  one-half  lost  their  priest, 
and  a  third  lost  two  priests.  The  dreadful  mortality 
caused  such  a  dearth  of  clergy,  that  the  standard  of 
life  and  learning  was  deplorably  lowered,  to  meet  which, 
noble  efforts  were  made  to  found  schools  and  colleges. 
Church  rules  were  relaxed.  Wages  and  stipends  rose, 
and  a  long  antagonism  began  between  landlords  and 
labourers,  bishops  and  clergy,  and  even  between  monks 
and  abbots.  So  far  as  we  can  gather,  there  were  no 
labour  troubles  ever  at  Glastonbury,  but  Abbot  Walter 
developed  that  astonishing  and  significant  habit  of 
giving  monies  to  the  monks  for  private  possession, 
which  to  men  like  St.  Martin,  was  so  profoundly  abhor- 
rent. The  40  senior  "  priests  "  (not  all  monks,  for  there 
were  many  secular  clerks  in  the  House)  had  each  135.  4d. 
and  ten  others  half  that  sum,  from  the  rent  of  a  close 
called  Paradise.*  The  bread  and  pence  of  the  poor 
were  also  increased.  The  pestilence  dealt  a  great  blow 
to  government,  learning,  and  social  life  at  this  time, 
which  is,  indeed,  the  turning  point  in  modern  history, 
so  that  drastic  changes  were  often  of  compulsion  rather 
than  choice.  But  the  fortifications,  which  the  bishop 
of  Bath  and  Wells  had  to  erect  around  his  palace  to 
protect  himself  against  his  exasperated  townsmen  and 
rural  parishioners,  thanks  to  his  active  measures  in 
*  About  £S  and  £4  of  our  money. 
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reducing  trade  profits  and 
labourers'  wages,  were  not 
necessary  to  the  Abbots  for 
another  hundred  years.  Not 
only  the  social,  but  the  natural 
fabrics  now  seemed  convulsed. 
We  read  of  the  great  gale  of 
Jan.  9,  1362,  of  the  frost 
which  lasted  next  year  from 
September  till  April,  and  of 
other  disasters.  Abbot  Wal- 
ter's panelling  of  the  great 
church  was  inspired  by 
Gloucester  Cathedral,  and  the 
connection  with  Gloucester  was 
of  old  standing,  since  Edmund 
the  Elder  had  been  brought 
to  be  buried  in  the  Abbey  and  Pucklechurch,  where 
he  was  slain,  was  granted  to  the  place  of  his  burial. 
That  the  Church  in  Somerset  should  find  means  for 
so  much  work  in  such  a  time,  is  certainly  astonishing, 
but  less  so  if  we  remember  that  the  corn-growing  coun- 
ties were  then  far  the  richest  and  most  populous  in 
England.  Norfolk,  Lincolnshire,  Suffolk,  Kent,  and 
Somerset,  head  the  list  in  the  church  taxes  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Westminster,  in  this  order. 

The  next  Abbot,  John  Chinnock,  also  had  a  long  and 
difficult  reign  (1374-1420),  of  which  small  traces  re- 
main. Of  his  greater  abbey  buildings,  not  one  stone 
is  now  standing,  and  those  who  would,  in  fancy,  recon- 
struct his  great  hall,  chapter  house,  dormitory,  and 
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fratry,  must  study  Bubwith's  chantry  and  the  North- 
West  tower  at  Wells;  With  some  hesitation,  the 
Abbot's  kitchen  may  be  accredited  to  him,  for  a  casual 
notice  shows  it  to  have  been  standing  in  his  successor's 
time.  It  was  erected  to  maintain  the  splendid  hospi- 
tality of  the  Abbot  to  his  great  guests.  The  instinctive 
sympathy  of  Protestants  spared  this  noble  cook-house, 
when  the  Altars  of  God  were  hewn  down,  and  it  was 
still  further  honoured  by  becoming  a  Quakers'  Meeting 
House  in  the  XVII  Century.  The  chimneys  are  gone, 
but  the  fine  double  lantern  remains,  as  do  the  four  fire- 
places, and  the  little  browning  ovens.  The  effigy  of  an 
Abbot  was  dug  up,  and  placed  there  by  the  piety  or 
wit  of  1780.  So  far  from  the  Convent  thinking  highly 
of  this  beautiful  building,  it  is  not  directly  mentioned 
in  the  chronicles.  The  traces  of  a  screen  or  division 
remind  us  that  the  place  was  enlarged  or  contracted 
according  to  need,  for  the  Abbot's  household,  large  as 
it  was,  did  not  need  more  than  a  part  of  the  kitchen's 
good  offices.  Is  there  any  real  need  that  any  kitchen 
should  be  ugly  ?  or  that  those  Christians  who  minister 
to  the  hungry,  should  of  necessity  do  so  in  gloomy 
cellars  ? 

Chinnock  has  the  praise  of  dull  annals,  which  in  the 
reigns  of  Richard  II.,  Henry  IV.,  and  Henry  V.,  is  no 
slight  thing. 

A  local  disturbance  at  Bridgwater  was  all  that  troubled 
Somerset  during  Wat  Tyler's  rebellion.  The  Abbot 
attended  the  wonderful  Parliament,  and  that  which 
voted  for  Richard's  resignation  ;  but  neither  war  nor 
lollardry  came  near  his  House.  The  decline  in  papal 
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power  perhaps  caused  him  to  welcome  the  alliance 
which  Henry  IV.  made  with  the  church  and  sealed 
the  friendship  for  the  Red  Rose,  the  cause  of  legitimist 
and  absolute  rule  in  politics,  which  was  also  the  cause 
of  great  landlords  against  merchant  townsmen.  John 
Chinnock  must  have  met  Geoffrey  Chaucer,  knight  of 
the  shire,  and  forester  of  North  Petherton,  a  good  many 
times,  and  it  may  be  but  fancy,  yet  one  seems  to  see 
in  the  manly  hunting  monk  of  the  Canterbury  Tales, 
with  his  grey  hounds,  grey  fur,  and  gold  pin  headed 
with  a  love  knot,  who  was  '  to  ben  an  abbot  able/  who 
had  a  shining  bald  head,  and  '  anoynt  face,'  who  loved 
fat  swan,  and  old  tales  of  history,  more  than  a  possible 
portrait  of  one  whom  it  would  be  safer  to  describe  as  a 
monk.  '  He  was  a  lord  ful  fat,  and  in  good  poynt/ 
The  two  acts  for  burning  heretics,  and  the  Convoca- 
tion which  condemned  Sawtre,  were  attended  by  this 
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Abbot,  whose  age,  in  spite  of  Agmcourt,  was  one  of 
inward  decay,  not  to  be  remedied  by  external 
compulsion. 

Chinnock's  successor,  Nicholas  Frome  (1420-45),  is  a 
more  conspicuous  figure.  A  fragment  of  his  house  of 
mercy  or  almonry  survives,  as  also  the  infirmary  which 
he  endowed,  which  is  now  the  almshouse  for  men  in 
Magdalen  Street.  But  of  the  chapter-house  he  finished, 
of  the  great  chamber  and  the  bishop's  chamber,  there 
is  nothing.  This  last  is  interesting,  because  it  seems 
to  mark  an  approach  to  friendlier  relations  with  the  See, 
which  we  should  not  gather  from  Bishop  Beckington's 
harsh  and  contemptuous  letter  to  the  Abbot,  when  he 
became  old  and  blind.  It  is  even  more  significant,  that 
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Nicholas  found  it  necessary  to  surround  the  abbey 
with  a  great  embattled  wall.  A  glance  at  the  portion 
now  standing  to  the  South  will  convince  the  visitor 
that  this  was  not  a  matter  of  ornament.  It  made  the 
Abbey  into  a  fortress,  and  tells  of  the  disturbed  state 
of  England  in  the  middle  of  Henry  VI. 's  reign,  when 
heavy  taxation  for  the  unlucky  French  war,*  lollardry 
and  faction  had  produced  great  distress,  and  even 
danger.  It  is  no  wonder  that  a  wall  was  needed,  for 
in  Jack  Cade's  rebellion  in  1450,  William  Ascoth,  bishop 
of  Salisbury,  was  murdered  at  Edington,  only  24  miles 
away,  his  clothes  cut  to  shreds,  and  his  goods  distri- 
buted among  the  Commons.  It  is  possible  that  the  wall 
had  an  internal,  as  well  as  an  external  use,  for  the 
religious  life  was  very  numb  at  this  period.  The  monks 
had  ceased  to  labour  and  to  invent.  They  increased 
their  private  possessions.  The  celebrant  was  given  2d. 
for  singing  High  Mass,  the  same  for  a  Mary  Mass,  and 
4d.  for  a  Requiem.  This,  in  itself,  seems  to  put  a  world 
of  difference  between  the  later  developments  and  the 
old  aim  of  St.  Benedict,  expressed  in  words  still  em- 
bedded in  our  Litany,  "  to  give  to  all  Thy  people  in- 
crease of  grace,  to  hear  meekly  Thy  word,  to  receive 
it  with  pure  affection,  and  to  bring  forth  the  fruits  of 
the  Spirit."  The  school,  however,  still  flourished,  and 
the  Oxford  students  found  a  protector  in  Humphrey, 
Duke  of  Gloucester,  when  they  were  assaulted  and 
hindered  in  their  studies. 

Nicholas  Frome  was  one  of  the  English  envoys  to 
the  great  Council  of  Basle,  which  began  in  1431,  and 
*  Joan  was  burnt  in  1431. 
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ended  in  Florence  in  1447.  It  made  a  real  attempt 
at  reform  and  reconciliation,  with  concessions  to  the 
Bohemians,  such  as  allowing  the  Holy  Cup  to  the 
laity,  which  had  been  disallowed  in  1175  A.D.  It 
almost  succeeded  in  healing  the  great  breach  with  the 
Greeks,  and  before  the  English  envoys  reached  Basle 
(Aug.  5th,  1434),  it  had  tried  to  establish  the  great 
principle  that  General  Councils  are  above  Popes,  to 
which  in  the  I7th  Session,  Eugenius  IV.  had  given 
his  adhesion.  The  defeat  of  this  doctrine  in  later  his- 
tory is  the  ultimate  explanation  of  the  great  crash 
and  confusion  of  the  next  century.  The  English  envoys 
arrived  with  a  great  escort  of  cavalry,  and  150  of  the 
renowned  archers  ;  but  a  letter  from  King  Henry  VI., 
upbraiding  the  Councillors  for  their  treatment  of  the 
Pope,  shews  that  the  influence  of  our  country  was  on 
the  side  of  Absolutism.  When  the  decree  was  passed, 
deposing  Eugenius  (June  25,  1439),  Abbot  Nicholas  was 
not  present. 

The  sack  of  Constantinople  by  the  Turks  on  May 
29th,  1453,  was  an  event  of  even  more  importance. 
Pope  Nicholas  V.,  who  more  than  any  man  in  Europe 
was  alive  to  this  disaster,  sent  confessors  to  all  the 
Cathedrals  and  Abbies,  to  offer  "  the  grettyste  pardon 
that  evyr  come  to  Inglonde  from  the  Conqueste  unto 
thys  tyme  "  to  penitents,  who  confessed  their  sins,  and 
paid  money  for  the  Crusade,  which  he  tried  to  kindle. 
The  enthusiasm  of  this  Pope  for  the  literary  treasures 
of  the  East,  brought  new  learning  into  all  the  centres  of 
Western  education,  and  not  least  to  Glastonbury,  where 
a  scholarly  life  was  always  possible,  and  always  en- 
couraged. 
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Walter  More,  the  next  Abbot,  lived  only  a  few  weeks, 
and  another  long  reign  began  with  John  Selwood 
(1456-93),  who  presided  through  the  Wars  of  the  Roses 
and  shewed  the  traditional  sympathy  of  the  House  by 
entertaining  Queen  Margaret  and  her  troops,  in  that 
eleven  weeks'  Lancastrian  revolution  (in  the  spring  of 
1471),  which  was  ended  bloodily  by  the  fight  at  Tewkes- 
bury,  and  the  murder  of  poor  King  Henry.  This  Abbot 
took  Nicholas  for  his  model,  and  continued  the  distri- 
bution of  pocket  money  at  the  obits,  not  only  to  the 
secular  priests  who  served  some  of  the  altars,  but  to 
the  monks.  The  Mass  fee  at  St.  Andrew's  altar  was 
raised  to  4d.,  to  which  sum  a  labourer's  day  wage  had 
also  risen:  He  also  increased  the  alms  for  the  poor, 
and  the  good  cheer  within.  He  is  credited  with  build- 
ing the  George  or  Pilgrim's  Inn,*  and  he  acquired  various 
properties,  among  them  being  Sevenhampton  Denys 
(Seavington),  from  Edward  IV.,  by  an  exchange.  This, 
and  King  Edward's  arms  on  the  inn  and  the  Tribunal, 
seem  to  prove  that  the  House  was  not  so  Lancastrian 
as  to  refuse  friendship  with  the  King  de  facto.  In  truth, 
it  has  been  pointed  out  that  in  the  unsettled  state  of 
the  country,  vested  interests  naturally  coalesced.  One 
of  Abbot  John's  friends  was  the  cheerful  and  accommo- 
dating Dr.  Hugh  Sugar,  treasurer  of  Wells,  who  was 

*  John  of  Glaston  says  that  he  bought  two  tenements  by 
the  shambles,  and  one  to  the  east  of  the  new  Inn  called  the 
Georges  Inn.  He  also  says  that  he  mercifully  gave  this  Inn 
for  the  relief  of  the  office  of  Camerarius,  which  he  found  in 
deplorable  ruin.  A  further  note  upon  the  Inn  is  given  later, 
but  it  is  interesting  to  remember  that  Whytyng  was  Camerarius, 
before  he  was  Abbot. 
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either  greatly  wronged,  or  a  great  rogue.  He  en- 
couraged the  malversation  of  Cathedral  funds  for  the 
oyster  feasts  of  the  bon  vivants  of  the  Liberty,  and  accu- 
mulated to  himself  many  pleasant  offices,  held  no  doubt 
sine  curd.  He  was  a  favourite  with  the  powerful. 
Bishop  Beckington,  Edmund  Duke  of  Somerset,  and 
Abbot  Nicholas  all  preferred  him,  the  last  bestowing 
the  (still  plump)  living  of  Lympsham  upon  him.  When 
Dr.  Hugh  died  in  1489,  an  obit  was  kept  in  his  memory 
at  Glastonbury.  On  his  side,  he  has  carved  the  Abbey 
arms  in  his  chantry  at  Wells,  so  that  the  mutual  friend- 
ship is  well  recorded. 

It  was  in  this  Abbacy,  we  may  suppose,  that  the 
crypt  of  St.  Mary's  Chapel  was  constructed,  for  the 
purposes  of  not  unprofitable  burial.  The  floor  was 
raised,  the  altar  moved  west,  and  the  well  taken  into  the 
crypt.  This  architectural  audacity  is  more  in  keep- 
ing with  the  husbandry  of  Selwood  than  the  scholarly 
activities  of  his  successor.  In  fact,  we  have  now  reached 
the  low-water  mark  of  the  great  Benedictine  House. 
Riches  had  increased,  but  art,  handicraft,  spiritual  and 
missionary  zeal,  possibly  even  learning  and  book- 
copying  were  diminished.  Greatness  had  given  way 
to  bigness.  The  monied  monks  travelled  and  wore 
lay  clothes.  Archbishop  Bourchier's  complaints,  in 
1463,  were  not  directly  descriptive  of  this  House,  but 
applied  to  the  evil  fashions  in  vogue  in  all.  He  rates 
the  regulars  for  running  abroad  in  coped  caps,  and  what 
we  should  now  call  fur  motor  coats.  They  had  mon- 
strous clothes,  with  stuffed  shoulders  or  bolsters,  wore 
short  jackets  to  the  waist,  and  long  beaked  shoes,  scan- 
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dalously  fashionable.  Their  swords,  daggers  and 
pouches  were  chased  with  gold.  Some  even  went 
untonsured,  "  with  nourished  hair."  Even  if  we  grant 
that  such  defects  and  excesses  were  found  in  so  magni- 
ficent a  House,  still  there  was  much  good  to  place  in 
the  other  scale.  It  was  much  to  superintend  great 
agricultural  and  commercial  works,  to  see  that  holidays 
were  not  filched  from  the  people,  that  weights  were 
just,  beer  of  sound  quality  without  substitutes,  that  folk 
were  judged,  policed,  defended,  cherished,  nursed,  em- 
ployed, relieved,  decently  housed,  provided  with  roads, 
bridges,  sea  walls,  lights  (or  benefit  and  insurance 
societies  without  absconding  secretaries),  infirmaries, 
hospitality  and  alms.  Besides  these,  there  were  the 
effective  educational  ladders,  and  not  least,  the  whole 
Means  of  Grace,  joyfully  and  splendidly  set  forth  for  all. 
The  worst  days  of  the  Abbey  never  withheld  from  the 
poor  the  best  things  of  their  time  and  of  all  time,  so 
scornfully  and  completely  as  the  "  more  enlightened 
ages "  have  done.  The  old  labourers  still  speak  of 
the  monks  as  "  a  wonderful  good  class  of  people  served 
terrible  bad,"  and  their  tradition  is  sound.  It  was  not 
they,  but  the  large  farmer,  who  told  Hannah  More  that 
"  religion  never  did  good  to  agriculture,  since  the  monks 
down  at  Glastonbury  brought  it  in,"  which  saying 
meant  that  the  interest  of  the  poor  was  never  better 
served,  before  or  since.  Selwood  presided  through  the 
decadent  days  of  Edward  IV.,  saw  the  tragedy  of 
Edward  V.  and  his  brother  (the  babes  in  the  wood,  or 
Princes  in  the  Tower),  and  lived  through  the  short, 
clever,  pathetic  reign  of  Richard.  In  spite  of  wars, 
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taxes,  and  benevolences,  forbidden  but  kept,  he  managed 
to  increase  the  income  by  £62  per  annum,  close  on 
£1000  of  our  money.  The  support  Henry  Tudor  ob- 
tained from  legitimist  Houses  is  not  likely  to  have  been 
warm  ;  but  Lambert  Simnel  got  no  overt  help.  Yet 
the  fact  that  Archbishop  Morton  obtained  a  Bull  for 
visiting  all  exempt  and  privileged  monasteries,  shows 
and  engendered  great  friction  between  these  and  the 
Crown.  The  sweating  sickness,  brought  in  by  Henry's 
mercenaries,  was  active  in  the  warm  misty  West.  It 
was  not  quite  so  fatal  in  Somerset  as  elsewhere,  but  a 
disease  that  closed  the  University  of  Oxford  for  a  time, 
was  a  great  hindrance  to  education.  Selwood's  reign 
thus  closed  in  gloom.  The  honour  of  the  House  was 
bound  up  with  its  learning,  and  the  Prior,  Thomas 
Wason,  being  learned,  the  monks  made  an  abortive 
attempt  to  elect  him.  This  election  was  happily  quashed 
by  Richard  Fox,  that  splendid  promoter  of  learning. 
The  founder  of  Taunton  Grammar  School  and  of  Corpus 
Christi  College  at  Oxford,  was  no  enemy  to  education 
or  the  revival  of  letters,  so  that  his  action  is  justified 
in  the  event.  In  1493,  the  greatest  abbot  since  St. 
Dunstan  was  chosen  in  Wason's  place.  This  was 
Richard  Beere  (1493-1524),  who,  like  many  of  the 
abbots,  came  of  gentle  Somerset  blood.  The  de  Beers 
came  from  Cannington.  Richard  was  a  Glastonbury 
and  Oxford  scholar,  who,  after  he  was  abbot,  applied 
for  his  degree  as  Doctor  of  Divinity,  perhaps  as  part 
of  a  University  contention  that  monks  should  be  allowed 
so  to  graduate,  and  also  because  the  doctors  of  a  House 
were  much  accounted  of.  Scholar,  artist,  builder, 


58  GLASTONBURY. 

sportsman,  patron  of  the  Muses  and  Graces,  father  to 
his  people's  souls,  minds,  and  conditions,  this  great 
man  left  a  mark  upon  the  holy  place,  which  even  the 
ruin  of  after  years  has  not  wholly  obliterated.  He 
combined  a  love  of  the  old,  with  an  enthusiasm  for 
the  new  learning.  He  was  the  friend,  helper  and,  to 
some  extent,  the  corrector  of  Erasmus.  Yet  he  was 
also  an  admirer  of  the  devotion  of  Loretto,  which  he 
had  visited  when  he  went  on  an  embassy  to  greet  Pius 
III  (1503).*  On  his  return  he  built  the  Chapel  of  Our 
Lady  of  Loretto,  near  to  that  of  St.  Thomas,  in  the  North- 
East  of  the  nave.  He  helped  St.  John's  Church  to 
obtain  a  number  of  the  new  printed  books,  which  were 
chained  to  desks,  and  open  for  all  to  read.  He  rebuilt 
the  Chapel  of  St.  Benignus,  now  a  Parish  Church.  He 
set  up  an  almshouse  for  women,  with  a  chapel  still 
standing,  and  the  Leper  Hospital  at  Taunton  now  an 
almshouse.  He  began  the  glorious  Chapel  of  St.  Edgar, 
finished  by  his  successor,  which  Mr.  Bligh  Bond  has 
shown  to  have  been  49  feet  long  (with  a  probable  ex- 
tension of  24  ft.  9  in.),  and  built  it  in  the  style  of  Henry 
VII's  Chapel  at  Westminster,  "  the  premier  building 
of  England."  This  was  a  capitular  chapel,  at  the  head 
of  the  great  Church,f  for  to  the  student  Abbot,  King 
Edgar  had  held  up  the  head  of  Christ  in  his  Church. 
There  is  something  much  akin  between  these  two  rapid, 
energetic,  determined  men,  parted  as  they  are  by  five 

*  The  Chiesa  della  Casa  Santa  was  built  for  Paul  II.  in  1465, 
but  the  dome  over  the  holy  Cottage  was  erected  by  Giuliano  da 
Sangallo  in  1500. 

f  The  usual  position  of  the  Lady  Chapel,  for  Our  Lady  upheld 
Christ's  head. 
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centuries.  If  we  interpret  Erasmus'  letter  rightly  in  his 
humorous  address  of  amplitude  tua,  he  tells  us  that 
Beere,  like  Edgar,  was  of  very  short  stature,  and  addicted 
to  hunting,  as  the  metaphors  in  the  same  letter  suggest. 
Soon  after  Beere's  consecration/  the  Cornish  rebels, 
under  Lawyer  Flamoke  and  Famer  Joseph,  passed 
through  from  Taunton  to  Wells,  in  angry  revolt  at  the 
exactions  of  the  King.  Apparently  the  gates  of  the 
Abbey  were  closed,  and  they  did  not  stop  to  climb  the 

great  wall,  but  hurried  on  to  their  doom  at  Blackheath. 

-  »- 

But  Perkin  Warbeck's  revolt  was  a  more  tempting 
moment  for  the  West  to  get  rid  of  a  plain  and  covetous 
usurper,  and  Glastonbury  was  mulct  in  a  fine  of  £428 
(heading  the  county  list),  when  the  rebellion  failed.- 
Henry  did  not  bear  malice  long,  for  he  came  in  person 
to  settle  the  country  (1497),  and  lodged  in  "  the  King's 
lodgings."  He  so  liked  the  scholar  abbot  that  he 
employed  him  on  his  service.  The  lodgings  are  gone, 
and  so  are  the  rooms  for  the  secular  priests,  or  Clerks 
of  Our  Lady,  and,  of  course,  the  rich  antipendium  of 
silver  gilt,  which  was  given  to  emblazon  the  high 
altar.  But  the  Tribunal  in  High  Street  remains  to  tell 
of  the  goodness  of  this  man's  work.  In  default  of  pre- 
cise evidence,  we  may  suppose  it  to  have  been  built, 
after  the  return  of  the  sweating  sickness  in  1506,  when 
the  danger  of  bringing  prisoners  and  a  mixed  multi- 
tude of  witnesses  into  the  precincts  would  be  apparent. 
Here  offenders  were  judged  in  that  almost  royal  court, 
which  ruled  the  twelve  hides  ;  and,  if  necessary,  rogues 
were  confined  in  the  dungeons  beneath  it.  That  the 
Abbot  had,  at  one  time,  even  the  power  of  life  and 
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death,  is  proved  inter  alia  by  the  suit  of  Elyas  versus 
Matthew  de  Cleveden,  for  40  acres  of  land  in  Hemme- 
grave,  in  1243.  The  appellant's  father  had  been 
hanged  as  a  thief,  by  Abbot  Michael,  for  stealing  three 
bacons ;  but  wrongfully  he  claimed,  and  "  out  of  hate 
and  spite."  The  Tribunal  dungeons  are  now  covered 
with  a  floor,  and,  being  not  visible,  can  excite  the  easy 
disbelief  of  the  captious.*  Abbot  Richard  vaulted  in 
stone  "  the  eastern  part  of  the  church,"  and  strengthened 
the  central  piers  by  the  beautiful  St.  Andrew's  cross 
supports  across  the  transept  and  West  arches,  which 
were  weakened,  no  doubt  by  the  bells  and  the  spire,  f 
These  arches  suggested,  of  course,  by  those  at  Wells" 
have  been  reconstructed  by  Mr.  Bond  in  his  sketch  of 
the  abbey  at  its  prime  ;  and  tell  of  a  combination  of 
art  and  science  which,  in  our  own  time,  is  often  still 
to  seek.  The  same  builder's  idea  of  a  central  fan  roof 
is  happily  still  familiar  to  us  in  other  buildings.  Small 
portions  of  Beere's  decoration — his  panelled  soffit — 
may  still  be  seen  in  the  inward  span  of  the  giant  arch, 
and  nothing  that  he  touched  he  failed  to  adorn.  In  our 
day,  Aristotle's  virtue  of  magnificent  expenditure  is 
looked  upon  as  suspect  .and  splendour  held  to  contra- 

£        T   n     .  £***•*-  iw^ifJVJ 

diet  samtlmess.  In  Beere  s  time,  luxury  did  not  mean 
the  resources  of  intelligence  and  civilization,  and  he 
would  have  been  astonished  to  have  the  epithet  luxuri- 
ous, because  he  rode  through  life  like  a  prince,  and 
built  wherever  he  lodged,  as  at  Sharpham,  ceiled  houses 

*  See  additional  note  on  Tribunal,  page  92. 
f  Spire  and  not  tower,  because  of  the  representation  in  the 
Abbey  seal. 
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full  of  pleasantness.  But  he  never  ground  the  faces  of 
the  poor,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  fact  that  he  had 
twenty  families  of  serfs  at  Doulting — thriving  farmers 
in  reality,  who  did  not  wish  to  buy  themselves  free, 
until  there  was  a  threat  of  lay  proprietorship,  when  they 
all  did  so  with  alacrity.*  This  Abbot's  splendour  is 
shewn  by  the  fact  that  he  had,  besides  his  Glastonbury 
and  London  lodging,  ten  manour  houses  for  his  recep- 
tion and  entertainment.  He  had  hounds,  hawks,  and 
horses  in  abundance.  Yet  he  ruled  with  great  dili- 
gence, and  travelled  over  every  part  of  his  great  domain, 
making  a  careful  terrier  of  what  he  had  in  trust. .  All 
the  best  men  of  his  day  were  reformers,  and  he  must  be 
ranked  with  Fisher,  Colet,  More,  Erasmus,  and  the 
younger  better  Wolsey,  to  whom  he  was  well  known 
and  dear.  As  he  was  also  a  great  Greek  scholar  and 
critic,  we  may  be  sure  that  his  school  was  refreshed  by 
these  wider  studies,  and  gained  in  renown  accordingly. 
He  was  alive,  though  not  present,  at  the  Field  of  the 
Cloth  of  Gold ;  but  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  recep- 
tion of  Charles  V.,  on  his  memorable  visit  to  England  in 
1522,  rode  in  the  Cardinal's  train,  and  met  the  Emperor 
at  Dover,  and  escorted  him  to  Richmond.  The  very 
bills  of  fare  are  with  us  for  the  208  gentlemen  of  the 
train. t  With  dainties,  and  a  speech  by  Sir  Thomas 

*  There  were  271  bondmen  at  the  dissolution. 

j  For  dinner — (i)  Pottage,  Boyled  Capon,  Gr  sh  (?),  Young 
Vele,  Grene  Gese,  Kyde,  Custards,  Fruttour  ;  (ii)  Jussell,  Chy- 
kyns,  Peions,  Rabettes,  Tarte.  For  supper — (i)  Potage,  Chy- 
kyns  Boyled,  Jegges  of  Motton,  Capons,  Kyde,  Dowcettes  ; 
(ii)  Jely,  Ipocras,  Peions,  Chykyns,  Rabettes,  Tartes.  Copious 
Rhemish  and  Gascon  wines  washed  down  this  fare. 
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More,  an  entente  cordiale  was  established  with  the 
Emperor,  to  the  indignation  of  France.  But  before  the 

Battle  of  Pavia,   Abbot   Richard  had  laid  down   his 

l£2Ji 
mortal  body,  directing  it  to  be  buried  near  the  Chapel 

of  the  Holy  Sepulchre,  which  he  had  erected  in  the 
great  church,  Crusader  that  he  was.  For  all  his  gran- 
deur, he  chose  to  lie  sub  piano  marmore,  under  one 
smooth  slab,  unadorned.  He  could  not  have  been  over 
fifty  years  of  age  when  he  died,  and  was  happy  not  to 
have  lived  another  fifteen,  as  he  might  easily  have 
done.  The  Lane  to  the  South  of  the  Abbey  is  called 
after  this  active  Abbot,  who  left  peace  behind  him, 
and  what  then  seemed  a  settled  and  established  foun- 
dation. The  success  of  this  Abbacy  was  great,  but  it 
was  a  personal  success.  It  was  the  triumph  of  a  gallant, 
learned,  efficient,  vigorous  man,  rather  than  of  the 
methods  and  principles  which  he  advocated,  for  the 
success  stopped  short  immediately  the  master  died: 

The  monks  in  their  wish  to  preserve  the  activity, 
renown,  and  (autumnal)  popularity  of  their  House,  re- 
quested the  Lord  Cardinal  Wolsey  to  choose  an  Abbot 
for  them.  He  had  been  a  friend  to  the  late  Abbot, 
and  he  had  known  Glastonbury  for  many  years,  for  he 
was  rector  of  Lymington,  Nr.  Ilchester  (1500-1509), 
and  after  that  bishop  of  the  revenues  of  Bath  and  Wells 
(1518-23).  The  later  faults  of  Wolsey  have  blinded 
people  to  his  earlier  virtues.  He  was  filled  with  high 
ideas,  a  favourer  of  learning,  a  patron  of  artists,  and 
of  holy  living.  His  friends  were  the  best  men  of  the 
day.  He  was  a  sincere  reformer,  and  a  preacher  of  re- 
form in  schools  and  in  the  Church,  and  was  anxious  to 
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correct  the  faults  in  the  latter,  and  especially  "  of  the 
inferior  clergy  by  all  the  means  he  could  think  of, 
except  the  giving  of  them  a  good  example."  But 
court  manners,  court  suppleness,  and  a  great  devotion 
to  himself  and  to  his  aspirations,  were  now  the  qualities 
he  required  most,  in  those  whom  he  patronized.  He 
therefore  bid  the  monks  to  elect  their  old  chamberlain, 
whose  courtesies  to  guests  he  must  have  known  long 
since.  This  was  Richard  Whytyng,  a  Cambridge  Doctor, 
who,  since  he  took  his  M.A.  in  1483,  when  Wolsey  was 
eight,  must  have  been  well  over  60  years  of  age.  He 
seems  to  have  been  a  good  natured,  polished,  learned 
chamberlain,  with  no  determination  of  character,  no 
passionate  devotion  to  pure  ideas,  but  gentle,  amiable, 
and  courteous.  Perhaps,  the  greatest  passion  of  his 
life  was  a  love  of  the  gallant,  great  Benedictine  House, 
in  which  he  had  served  and  ruled.  Possibly  the  best 
that  can  be  said  of  him  is  that,  though  he  was  Wolsey's 
friend,  Sir  Thomas  More  held  a  corrody  in  the  Abbey, 
and  could  get  battels  there  at  need.  If  the  way  had 
ever  opened  for  that  winsome  scholar  to  adopt  the 
religious  life  to  which  he  was  much  inclined,  certainly 
he  would  have  ended  his  days  here.  Under  Whytyng, 
who  had  been  himself  a  Master  of  the  School,  Beere's 
educational  work  was  continued.  It  was  claimed  that 
300  nobles  and  gentry  had  passed  through  his  hands, 
beside  many  others  of  meaner  origin,  on  their  way  to 
the  Universities  and  the  priesthood.*  A  useful  and 

*  Considering  the  man's  age,  this  need  not  astonish  us.  It 
required  no  large  school  to  educate  600  pupils,  in  a  possible  40 
years  or  more.  A  school  of  modest  numbers — say  45 — would 


64  GLASTONBURY. 

orderly  life,  with  wide  sympathies  and  great  concessive 
powers,  was  a  small  equipment  for  an  Abbot  in  these 
stormy  and  evil  times.  Whytyng  was  in  Beere's  shoes, 
but  not  in  his  junior's  mantle.  He  finished  St.  Edgar's 
Chapel,  as  Beere  would  have  had  it  finished  :  but  St. 
Edgar  was  the  champion  of  English  monasticism,  and 
the  chapel  was  an  assertion  of  the  value  of  this  life, 
in  days  when  it  was  freely  challenged.  The  state  and 
pomp  of  Beere  was  kept  up.  The  retinue  of  a  hundred 
retainers,  the  hawks  and  dogs  were  continued,  but  the 
old  Abbot  was  a  stay  at  home  man,  and  unless  called 
to  Convocations  and  Parliaments,  he  did  not  travel. 
This  means  that  the  great  domain  was  the  less  effec- 
tively governed,  the  more  criticism  and  discontent  grew. 
There  is  evidence  of  constant  friction.  The  game  was 
heavily  poached.  The  800  head  of  deer  at  Sharpham 
were  shot  down  by  no  mean  persons.  The  mews  were 
invaded,  and  the  fat  capons  and  cygnets  purloined  : 
and  the  Abbot  was  full  of  apologies  for  taking  action 
against  the  thieves.  At  the  last,  the  tenants  were 
eager  to  join  in  the  assault  upon  the  muddling  old  ruler, 
and  the  gentry  about  condemned  him  without  a  murmur. 
Perhaps,  being  like  Wolsey,  of  no  family  and  having 
married  his  niece  Alice  to  a  noble  feudatory  of  the 
Abbey,  Strode  of  West  Cranmere,  he  had  ruffled  their 
prejudices  for  he  fell,  almost  it  would  seem  without  a 
friend,  but  with  the  many  bitter  enemies  which  ineffi- 
ciency and  weakness  always  breed.  After  five  years  of 
anxious  rule,  during  which  he  must  have  pined  for  the 

suffice,  if  the  pupils  stayed  for  a  three  years'  course.  Talk 
about  the  University  of  the  West  is  mere  clap-trap. 


The    Tribunal. 


See  pages  59  and  92. 


Doorway  leading  to  St.   Patrick's  Chapel. 
See  page  89. 
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modest  income  of  the  George,  and  his  lighter  office  of 
chamberlain,  Whytyng  found  that  the  evil  question  of 
the  divorce  had  alienated  the  King  from  his  friend 
Wolsey.  The  overtaxed  people,  under  More,  there- 
upon opposed  and  upset  the  policy  of  extravagance 
and  autocracy,  which,  ephemeral  as  it  was  bound  to  be, 
in  Wolsey's  hands,  kept  the  peace  between  King  and 
Pope.  In  1529,  the  Abbot  transferred  his  homage 
to  the  rising  Chancellor,  for  which  he  got  little 
love  from  Wolsey's  faithful  unscrupulous  friend,  Thomas 
Cromwell.  In  1531,  the  Universities  had  given  their 
replies.  The  marriage  with  Katharine  was  declared — 
in  England — to  be  unlawful.  To  the  sorrow  of  the 
clergy,  a  divorce  was  pronounced.  The  lawyers  then 
turned  upon  the  clergy,  and  proved  them  all  guilty  of 
Prcemunire,  by  implication  with  Wolsey.  To  escape 
from  confiscations,  the  clergy  including  the  Abbot, 
accepted,  in  silence,  the  king's  title  as  "  Protector  and 
Supreme  Head  of  the  Church  and  Clergy  of  England," 
and  bought  themselves  off  with  a  heavy  fine.  To  help 
them  pay  this,  the  Parliament  of  1532,  with  professions 
of  humble  loyalty  to  the  Church,  restrained  annates, 
or  handing  to  the  Pope  one  year's  profit  of  livings. 
Convocation  (and  Whytyng)  submitted  more  fully  to 
the  King ;  promised  to  enact  no  new  canon  without 
his  leave,  and  to  revise  the  old  ones.  In  June,  1533, 
Queen  Anna  was  crowned,  with  unheard-of  rejoicings  j 
pomps  and  pageants,  bishops,  nobles,  abbots  and  all 
the  great  men  of  England  joining,  without  the 
least  jar,  in  denying  thus  the  Papal  dispensing 
power  and  curtailing  his  authority.  The  Pope 
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immediately  declared  the  marriage  of  Katharine 
valid.  The  counter  move  was  the  restraint  of  appeals 
to  Rome,  with  the  assertion  that  England,  spiritual 
and  temporal,  was  able  to  determine  her  own  cases.  In 
1534,  these  appeals  were  overtly  forbidden,  Abbot's 
Courts  were  made  subject  to  Chancery,*  bishops  were 
to  be  chosen  by  royal  missive,  papal  dispensations  and 
the  payment  of  Peter's  pence  were  forbidden.  Anne's 
marriage  and  Elizabeth's  legitimacy  were  accepted,  and 
the  King  was  declared  "  the  only  supreme  head  in  earth 
of  the  Church  of  England  "  ;  and,  moreover,  it  was 
further  decided  that  he  had  power  to  visit  ecclesiasti- 
cally. The  lawyers  quieted  the  uneasy  country  by 
saying  that  no  new  precedents  were  created,  that  Henry 
claimed  no  more  than  had  been  granted  long  ago  ; 
but  the  remorseless  Cromwell  knew  that  "  the  fallacy  of 
division  "  was  not  enough  to  hinder  revolt.  An  oath  of 
fealty  to  the  royal  pair  was  exacted.  A  reign  of  terror, 
with  spies,  blackmail,  and  perjury  set  in.  It  was  treason 
to  call  the  King  heretic,  schismatic  tyrant  or  usurper  : 
and  the  worst  of  miseries  was,  as  Tacitus  said  of  the 
Domitian  terror,  even  men's  sighs  were  noted  against 
them.  Still  the  Abbot  acquiesced  and  voted  aye.  In 
July,  More,  Fisher  and  the  Charter  House  monks  re- 
fused the  oath,  and  went  gallantly  to  death.  Yet  in 
September,  Whytyng  and  all  his  monastery  without 
exception,  swore  fealty  to  Henry  and  Anne  his  wife, 
agreed  that  the  King  was  head  of  the  English  Church, 
that  "  the  Bishop  of  Rome,  who  in  his  bulls  usurps  the 

*  Whytyng  only  pointed  out  that  a  deadlock  ensued,  but  did 
not  protest. 
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name  of  Pope,  and  the  dominion  of  chief  bishop  has 
no  more  jurisdiction  given  him  by  God  in  this  realm  of 
England,  than  has  any  other  foreign  bishop."  They 
also  renounced  all  Canon  Law,  that  conflicted  with 
Civil  Law  and  bound  themselves  always  to  speak  of 
the  Pope  as  Bishop  of  Rome.  More  than  half  of  the 
monks  signed  second  names,  taken  from  the  saints  con- 
nected, by  breeding  or  relics,  with  Glastonbury.  None 
refused  this  terrific  oath. 

Meantime,  the  visitation  of  monasteries  was  pro- 
ceeding apace,  with  the  utmost  rigour.  Monks  who 
had  been  professed  under  25,  were  turned  out  of  doors, 
goods  were  catalogued,  and  every  evil  tale,  of  every 
discontented  slanderer  eagerly  noted,  by  a  crew  of 
scoundrels.  The  black  book  was  flourished  in  Parlia- 
ment, and  (1536)  the  smaller  monasteries  were  dis- 
solved, just  as  "  Anne  our  Queen  "  was  found  to  be  no 
queen  and  no  wife,  but  only  a  hysterical  traitress,  to 
be  herself  betrayed  and  butchered.  This  same  year, 
the  ancient  immunities  of  abbies  were  abolished,  without 
protest,  while  Convocation,  under  the  King  and  Crom- 
well's direction,  passed  the  Articles  of  Religion,  in  which 
the  Romish  (but  not  the  Catholic)  doctrine  of  purgatory 
was  attacked,  and  the  trade  of  papal  pardoners  entirely 
abolished.  This,  too,  was  signed  Richardus  ab.  Glas- 
conice.  The  Lincoln  and  Northern  rebellions  were  the 
immediate  reply  of  the  people  to  these  assaults,  and 
to  this  system.  The  latter,  or  Pilgrimage  of  Grace, 
has  been  explained  by  the  great  severity  of  the  new 
landlords,  and  the  failure  of  the  poor-relief.  It  was 
too  immediate  for  such  causes.  It  was  a  genuine  move- 
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ment  for  the  ending  of  the  Domitian  terror,  for  the 
superseded  Papal  authority,  and  for  the  ill-used  despised 
monks  and  monasticism.  For  a  long  time  the  issues 
were  doubtful,  and  it  is  impossible  not  to  feel  that  the 
hearts  of  all  the  great  religious  Houses  must  have  been 
with  Aske,  and  their  funds  secretly  at  his  service.  The 
poor  old  Abbot  Whytyng,  at  this  time,  was  granting 
manours,  concessions,  advowsons,  and  probably  copious 
commissions  to  the  wolfish  and  covetous  plunderers, 
who  ringed  him  round.  The  fine  report  of  Glaston- 
bury,  with  its  good  discipline  and  strait  keeping,  was 
doubtless  bought  dear,  and  is  as  valuable  as  the  grovel- 
ling apology  for  drawing  it  up,  which  the  same  creature 
wrote  later.  It  has  the  value  of  Dr.  Layton's  other 
verdicts,  and  they  all  have  the  value  of  that  Cambridge 
cynic's  life,  which  was  shameful,  even  in  a  most 
disreputable  age.  318  Religious  houses  were  forcibly 
and  indecently  suppressed.  On  the  243  which 
remained,  the  pressure  to  surrender  was  enormous. 
Discipline  was  dissolved,  faith  perplexed,  revenue 
shrunken,  sympathy  alienated,  mockery  and  insult 
encouraged.  No  wonder  that  promises  and  pensions 
on  the  one  hand,  and  ugly  threats  on  the  other, 
prevailed  on  many  men  in  such  straits.  In  1539 
came  the  Act  for  the  dissolution  of  the  greater 
Monasteries,  either  by  voluntary  surrender,  or  by 
attainder  of  treason.  The  same  Parliament  also  passed 
the  celebrated  Six  Articles.  This  was  not  attended  by 
Whytyng,  who  wrote  to  be  excused,  saying  that  he 
was  greatly  diseased,  and  could  only  move  in  great 
pain,  with  a  staff,  but  to  please  the  King,  would  be  if 
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necessary,  carried  up  to  Westminster  in  a  horse-litter. 
As  he  showed  no  signs  of  surrendering  the  holy  earth 
to  certain  desecration  and  defilement,  the  weak  old 
man  was  cynically  marked  for  death,*  although  he 
had  been  so  ceaselessly  complying  with  the  royal  will. 
Many  great  people,  such  as  Sir  John  Fitz James,  Dame 
Katharine  Dawbynaye  and  Leland,  bear  witness  to  the 
Abbot's  white  life  and  personal  piety,  and  though  he 
was  not  popular  among  the  general,  yet  one  must  re- 
member that  the  wrongs  caused  by  inefficiency  are 
great,  and  smart  as  much  as  do  those  of  malice.  The 
end  must  have  astonished  the  tenants,  who  "  put  up 
bills  against  him  for  wrongs  he  had  done  them  "  :  it 
came  with  surprising  suddenness.  But  before  we  look 
at  the  final  scenes,  there  are  two  or  three  glimpses  into 
the  Abbey  we  have,  belonging  to  these  last  years. 
An  organist,  Renynger  by  name,  was  appointed  to  sing 
and  play  the  organ,  and  other  instruments  at  Christmas, 
to  teach  six  children  "  pricke  song  and  descaunte," 
and  two  of  them  to  play  the  organ.  The  monastery 
found  "  clavyng-cordes  "  for  the  scholars,  and  gave  the 
organist  £10  a  year,  a  gown  or  135.  4d.,  two  loads  of 
wood,  and  a  house  rent  free,  or  another  135.  4d. — which, 
as  things  went,  was  a  handsome  honorarium,  f  Sir 
Thomas  More's  corrody  was  given  to  Richard  Snell,  a 
yeoman  of  the  king's  guard,  some  relative  of  Sir  John 
Snell's,  perhaps  ;  but  there  were  men  of  this  name  in 
Foxe's  Martirs,  and  from  Scotland  to  the  South  Coast. 
In  1536,  a  friar  called  John  Brynstan,  created  some 

*  In  the  fashion  of  II  Principe. 

f  Did  Renynger  compose  any  Masses  or  Antiphons  ? 
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stir  by  preaching  in  the  Abbey  Church,  and  boasting 
that  he  would  convert  the  new  f angles  and  new  men, 
or  die  in  the  quarrel :  but  he  expounded  the  king's 
title  of  head,  to  his  great  honour,  and  the  utter  for-doing 
of  the  bishop  of  Rome."* 

Perhaps  Abbot  Whytyng  (like  his  brothers  of  Reading 
and  Colchester)  hoped  for  something  from  the  Six 
Articles  passed  in  June.  Anyhow,  he  made  no  signs  of 
surrender.  In  September,  the  Commissioners  swept 
down  again  upon  Glastonbury,  and  found  the  Abbot 
at  Sharpham  Park.  Everything  was  ransacked.  His 
books  and  papers  were  seized.  A  good  deal  of  hidden 
treasure  was  unearthed,  and  some  material,  "  we  think 
to  be  very  high  and  rank  treasons  " — the  details  of 
which  are  lost.  The  two  treasurers,  Prior  John  Thorne 
and  Roger  James  (Brothers  John  Arthur  and  Roger 
Wylfryd)  and  two  secular  clerks,  were  also  seized.  The 
poor  old  man  was  hurried  off  to  the  Tower,  tried  there, 
and  sent  down  to  Wells  "to  be  tried  and  executed," 
that  is,  re-tried.  There  is  not  a  tittle  of  sound  evi- 
dence,f  that  the  Supremacy  question  was  raised  at  either 
trial.  It  was  "  the  very  high  and  rank  treasons " 
found  in  the  papers,  which  convinced  these  two  sets 
of  jurors.  The  hiding  of  monies  was  not  legally  treason. 
It  could  be  made  into  felony,  by  an  unwholesome 
quibble  :  but  "  as  worsshipfull  a  jurye  as  was  charged 

*  Dom  Gasquet  cites  this,  with  the  latter  part  excised,  to 
show  how  Whytyng  allowed  "  a  doctrine  by  no  means  in  accord 
with  the  royal  theories."  It  shows  the  exact  opposite. 

•f  Except  the  first  desires  of  Sander  and  others  of  his  views  ; 
and  a  too  hasty  acceptation  of  these  by  Godwin,  Collier,  and 
others. 
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there  theis  many  yeres,"  would  not  have  done  to  death 
an  old  man,  for  stowing  away  his  cups  and  cash.  Corres- 
pondence with  rebels  in  the  Pilgrimage  of  Grace,  or 
with  some  others  in  Somerset,  who  made  an  abortive 
rising  in  March,  would  give  colour  to  the  verdict,  with- 
out postulating  a  sudden  martyr-spirit  in  one  who  had 
never  shewn  a  spark  of  it  for  seventy  years.  There  is 
a  legend  that,  misled  by  the  hypocrisy  of  his  gaolers, 
the  bewildered  old  man  at  Wells  thought  the  bitterness 
of  death  was  past,  and  was  about  to  sit  upon  the  Board, 
which  last  tried  him.  Anyhow,  he  was  condemned  on 
Nov.  I4th,  taken  to  Glastonbury,  where  he  lay,  that 
night,  as  we  may  suppose,  in  the  Tribunal  dungeon, 
with  the  two  monks.  Next  day,  they  were  all  drawn 
on  hurdles  to  the  Tor,  hanged,  disembowelled,  beheaded, 
and  quartered.  The  poor  old  Abbot's  white  head  was 
set  over  the  gate,  and  his  quarters,  boiled  in  pitch,  were 
displayed  at  Wells,  Bath,  Ilchester,  and  Bridgwater. 


THE    DESTRUCTION   AND   AFTER. 

WHILST  poor  Richard  Whytyng  was  taking  his 
death  patiently  upon  the  Tor,  the  destruction 
of  the  great  Church  and  House  had  already  begun; 
The  monks  and  servants  were  dismissed,  the  holy  relics 
sent  in  bags  to  the  King.  The  lead  was  stripped  off 
the  roof,  and  used  for  Jersey  Castle.  "  Every  person 
had  everything  good  cheap,  except  the  poor  monks." 
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The  demolition  of  Roche  Abbey  (described  by  an  eye- 
witness of  the  fate),  may  tell  us  of  them  all.  Locks, 
shackles,  and  bolts  were  wrenched  away,  and  the  very 
doors  were  carried  off.  "  Some  took  the  Service  Books 
that  lied  in  the  Church,  and  laid  them  upon  their  waine 
coppes  to  peice  the  same  :  some  took  windows  of  the 
Haylath,  and  hid  them  in  their  hay  ;  and  likewise  they 
did  of  many  other  things  ;  for  some  pulled  forth  iron 
hooks  out  of  the  walles  that  bought  none,  when  the 
yeomen  and  gentlemen  of  the  country  had  bought  the 
timber  of  the  church.  For  the  church  was  the  first 
thing  that  was  put  to  the  spoil ;  and  then  the  Abbot's 
lodging,  dorter,  and  Prater,  with  the  cloister  and  all 
the  buildings  thereabouts  ;  for  nothing  was  spared,  but 
the  ox-houses  and  swine-coates,  and  such  other  houses 
of  office,  that  stood  without  the  walls  ;  which  had 
more  favour  showed  them  than  the  very  church  itself : 
which  was  done  by  the  advice  of  Cromwell,  as  Fox 
reporteth  in  his  Book  of  Acts  and  Monuments."*  It 
would  have  pitied  any  heart  to  see  what  tearing  up  of 
the  lead  there  was,  and  plucking  up  of  the  boards,  and 
throwing  down  of  sparres  ;  and  when  the  lead  was  torn 
off  and  cast  down  into  the  church,  and  the  tombs  in 
the  church  all  broken  (for  in  most  Abbeys  were  divers 
noble  men  and  women,  yea,  and  in  some  Abbeys  Kings, 
1  whose  tombs  were  regarded  no  more  than  the  tombs  of 
all  other  inferior  persons  :  for  to  what  end  should  they 
stand,  when  the  church  over  them  was  not  spared  for 
their  cause),  and  all  things  of  price  either  spoiled,  carped 
away,  or  defaced  to  the  uttermost."  The  indignant 
*  Cf.  Barn  and  Kitchen. 


Ancient  Stone  Altar  in  St.  Patrick's  Chapel  of  the  Women's  Almshouses. 
See  page  89. 
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See  page  94. 
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writer,  who  may  be  read  in  Ellis,  3rd  Series,  III.  31, 
describes  the  burning  of  carved  oak  Misereres,  tells  of 
pewter  vessels  niched  and  hidden,  bells  broken  and 
education  at  a  stand.  "  Thus  you  may  see  that  as 
well  they  that  thought  well  of  the  Religion  then  used, 
as  they  which  thought  otherwise,  could  agree  well 
enough  and  too  well  to  spoil  them.  Such  a  devil  is 
covetousness  and  mammon  !  "  The  cattle,  furniture, 
locks,  doors,  glass  windows,  iron  and  timber,  were  sold 
at  nominal  prices.  The  carved  wood  hacked  to  pieces — • 
one  bit  can  be  seen  in  a  cottage  window  in  Northlode 
Street.  The  stones  were  sold  in  cheap  cartloads  for 
all  purposes.  Worst  of  all,  the  books  and  manuscripts 
of  the  matchless  library  were  sold  by  weight  to  binders 
and  grocers  :  torn  up  and  used  for  parcels,  fires,  and 
every  dishonest  purpose.  The  poor  stole  handfuls,  the 
rich  filched  farms  and  manours.  "  Little  Jack  Horner," 
one  of  Whytyng's  judges,  secured  Mells,  a  legend  says 
by  concealing  the  deeds  in  a  pie  dish,  which  he  covered 
with  bread  for  the  needy,  and  so  conveyed  them  away. 
Perhaps,  one  of  the  saddest  things  of  all  this  desecra- 
tion is  the  little  stir  which  it  made.  Men  believed  that 
there  would  be  no  more  taxes,  if  once  the  Monasteries 
were  made  over  to  the  King.  Alas  !  they  were  more 
quickly  converted  to  the  truth  in  that,  than  in  most 
things.  The  Somerset  poor  had  been  cowed  already 
by  Lord  Willoughby's  action  in  the  West.  The  wealthy 
got  plums  and  self -applause.  Many  of  the  richer  trading 
classes  were  already  strong  Protestants,  and  the  death 
of  the  three  abbots  was  met  by  a  shout  of  glee,  from  the 
adopters  of  religions  made  in  Germany.  Butler  writes 
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to  Bullinger  that  "  the  Abbots  are  rotting  on  gibbets, 
a  worthy  recompense  for  their  imposture."  Edward 
VI. 's  reign,  with  its  spoliation  of  the  Guilds  and  Lights, 
that  pitiless  grab  at  the  savings  of  the  poor,  must  have 
deepened  men's  regrets  for  the  mercy  which  built  the 
fair  old  House.  The  communicants  then  were  700  in 
number  ;  they  are  now  429.* 

The  filchings  and  cheap  bargains  came  dear  in  the  end, 
for  the  town  was  nothing  without  the  Abbey.  Conse- 
quently the  Duke  of  Somerset  (Arviragus  II.,  in  his  own 
eyes)  settled  a  company  of  Walloon  worsted  weavers 
in  the  ruins,  and  with  greater  rural  wisdom  than  some 
have  shown  since,  gave  five  acres  and  two  cows  to  each 
of  these  38  families.  These  people  cut  down  the  walnut, 
which  came  out  on  St.  John's  Day.  The  Somerset 
people,  who  do  not  like  strange  faces  and  tongues, 
hated  and  cheated  them.  Even  their  agents  did  the 
same.  The  foreigners  were  unable  to  make  for  them- 
selves any  permanent  trade,  and  were  chased  off  under 
Queen  Mary  to  Frankfurt.  The  weaving  was  taken  up 
by  local  people,  and  survived  for  a  long  time,  but  only 
in  a  small  way. 

It  is  sometimes  asserted  that  some  of  the  monks 
went  over  to  San  Malo,  and  continued  the  House 
there  ;  France  doing  for  England  then,  what  England 
now  does  for  her.  But  the  Benedictine  House  there 
has  neither  books,  relics  nor  tradition  of  this  source, 
and  was  in  fact  founded  in  1606,  by  two  Englishmen, 
Gifford  and  Barnes  long  after  Glastonbury  lay  desolate. 

It  is  astonishing  that  almost  none  of  the  relics,  jewels, 
*  St.  John,  310;  St.  Benignus.  119;  Easter,  A.D.  1908. 
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or  portable  art  works  can  now  be  traced.  St.  David's 
great  sapphire  passed  to  the  Crown.  It  may  have  been 
in  the  pawned  regalia  which  Queen  Henrietta  Maria 
left  in  France.  It  may  have  been  the  great  sapphire 
which  Cardinal  York  gave  to  George  III.,  which  George 
IV.  allowed  Lady  Conyngham  to  wear  in  her  hair  : 
but  the  keeper  of  the  Crown  jewels  has  no  information 
to  give.  Granted  that  these  guesses  be  true,  has  it 
served  any  better  purposes  than  when  it  glowed  in  the 
Altar  of  the  Mother  of  God  ? 

The  thorn  from  the  Saviour's  Crown  is  in  St.  Mary's 
Abbey  at  Stanbrook,  near  Worcester,  and  there  is  one 
relic  in  the  Museum,  of  St.  Paulinus. 

The  manuscripts  and  books  are  gone  so  completely 
that  the  British  Museum  can  only  claim  a  (Cottonian) 
List  of  relics,  (Additional)  H.  Bracton  De  juribus,  and  a 
perquisite  book  of  Walter  de  Monington.  The  Bodleian 
has  some  Irish  Canons  of  IX  Century,  and  Dunstan's 
Augustine  on  the  Revelation,  and  his  Canons  and  the 
(Auct.  F.  N.  32)  book,  with  the  Saint's  picture  of  him- 
self worshipping,  engraved  in  Hick's  Thesaurus,  a 
few  cartularies,  and  possibly  some  printed  books. 

The  other  results  of  the  Dissolution  were  unhappy. 
Instead  of  nearly  £3  a  week  in  alms  (£30  of  our  money)', 
with  good  schooling  and  much  help  for  scholars,  we 
hear  a  positive  wail  go  up,  "  Nowe  charitie  is  waxed 
cold,  none  helpeth  the  scholer  nor  yet  the  pore."  Dr. 
Layton  sneeringly  said  that  Glastonbury  had  but  three 
bachelours  of  Divinity,  and  those  slenderly  learned. 
Latimer  gives  a  far  worse  story  of  the  new  men.  "  If  the 
ploughemen  of  the  countrey  were  as  negligente  in  theyr 
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office  as  prelates  be,  we  shoulde  not  longe  lyue  for  lacke 
of  sustinaunce." 

In  Queen  Mary's  reign,  four  pathetic  monks,  then 
lodged  in  Westminster,  petitioned  for  the  House  and 
site  and  no  more,  with  leave  to  live  in  their  habits 
there  among  the  people,  "  so  affected  to  our  Religion," 
who  would  help  them  "  prevent  the  ruin  of  much,  and 
repair  no  little  part  of  the  whole."  Cardinal  Pole  even 
thought  of  putting  Jesuits  there  :  but  the  Queen's 
death  upset  all  plans.  It  thus  seems  evident  the  build- 
ings were  still  in  some  completeness  of  shell,  up  to  the 
reign  of  Elizabeth.  But  the  water  ways  were  not  kept 
in  repair  and  the  sea  banks  not  looked  to :  so  that  the 
people  might  well  sigh  for  the  old  order,  and  resent  the 
new.  A  Puritan  finding  the  Holy  Thorn  on  Wirrial 
hill,  a  stumbling  block  to  his  disbelief,  cut  down 
one  limb  ;  but  to  the  glee  of  all  malicious  persons, 
maimed  himself  in  the  act.  His  foolish  attempt 
was  completed  by  one  of  the  Roundhead  ruffians 
of  a  later  time ;  but  not  before  buds  from  the 
thorn  had  been  set  in  many  white-thorns  by  many 
hands,  of  which  one  survives  still  in  the  Abbey 
grounds.  In  1606,  the  neglected  sea  banks  broke,  and 
the  water  washed  up  to  St.  Benignus  Church.  During 
the  Civil  War,  there  were  several  occupations  and 
marches  through,  but  no  action  at  Glastonbury.  The 
place  was  ranked  by  the  Presbyterians  as  belonging 
to  the  Classis  of  Wells  and  Bruton.  It  had  not  enthu- 
siasm enough  to  support  a  minister,  but  furnished  two 
elders,  Richard  Dale  and  Jeffery  Austen,  to  their  organi- 
sation. In  1649,  tne  two  churches  were,  for  9  months, 
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in  the  hands  of  one  John  Luffe,  who  afterwards  was 
called  (by  the  election  of  arms)  to  dispossess  the  Rector 
of  Aylesbury,  Master  Barton,*  and  being  himself  set 
free  from  his  intruded  ministry,  became  thereby  a 
nonconformist  martyr  at  the  Restoration.  In  1685, 
Monmouth's  troops  encamped  in  the  Abbey  ruins, 
en  route  for  Bristol.  But  the  greatest  event  of  the 
XVII  Century  for  Glastonbury  was  the  birth  of 
Thomas  Hearne  (1678-1735),  who  was  under-keeper  of 
the  Bodleian,  and  a  non- juror.  This  noble  man, 
to  the  derision  of  his  contemporaries,  and  the 
contempt  of  Pope,f  rediscovered  Glastonbury,  and 
published  practically  the  whole  of  its  surviving  chroni- 
clers, so  that  all  other  authors  since  are  overwhelmingly 
in  his  debt.  He  edited  faithfully  and  printed 
pleasantly  (a)  William  of  Malmesbury  (1143)  on  the 
Antiquity  of  the  Church,  with  Adam  de  Domerham 
(1291)  on  Glastonbury  doings  { ;  and  (6)  John  of 
Glastonbury's  J)ook,  with  the  same  title  (1400),  with 
William  Wyck's  sequel  up  to  1497,  with  extracts 
from  Beere's  terrier,  a  Use  of  lights,  charters,  and 
lists  of  goods,  papers,  books,  and  relics§ ;  (c)  A 
History  and  Antiquities  of  Glastonbury,  ||  which 
contains  the  Roman  Catholic  Charles  Eyston's  "  Little 
Monument  to  the  once  famous  Abbey  and  Borough, 
1716."  In  days  when  there  were  neither  Rolls  Series, 
Camden  Society,  nor  State  Papers  possible  for  consulta- 

*  Perhaps  Tom  Barton,  Rupert's  Chaplain. 
f  To  future  ages  may  thy  dulness  last. 
As  thou  preserv'st  the  dulness  of  the  past. 

Dun.  Ill,  188. 
*  Oxford,   1727.  §  Oxford,    1726.  ||  Oxon,   1722. 
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tion,  these  and  various  other  shreds  and  patches  were 
works  for  which  lovers  of  Glastonbury  cannot  be  too 
grateful  to  this  most  enlightened  scholar.  In  1724, 
the  Abbey  was  in  the  hands  of  a  Presbyterian,  and 
"  every  week  a  pillar,  a  buttress,  a  window  jamb,  or  angle 
is  sold  to  the  best  bidder,"  says  William  Stukeley. 
"  Whilst  I  was  there,  they  were  excoriating  St.  Joseph's 
Chapel  for  that  purpose,  and  the  squared  stones  were 
laid  up  for  that  purpose  in  the  Abbot's  kitchen.  The 
rest  goes  to  paving  yards  and  stalls  for  cattle  or  the 
high  way."  Thus  Hearne's  pleadings  were  none  too 
soon,  but  rather  too  late.  Yet  they  aroused  a  certain 
interest,  and  perhaps  even  told  the  praedatory  Presby- 
terian that  he  was  turning  away  money  by  his  hewings 
and  desecration.  Folk  came  to  see  what  was  left,  and 
some  have  recorded  their  impressions.  Among  them, 
more  lively  than  the  rest,  was  Miss  Fanny  Burney 
(Ap.,  1790).  She  was  bewitched  with  the  antique 
beauty.  She  imagined  the  tall  spire  arch  to  be  the 
main  front  of  the  Abbey,  thus  shewing  that  even  the 
outline  of  the  church  was  now  obliterated.  "  If  this 
monastery  was  built  by  the  famous  old,  cruel  hypocrite 
Dunstan,  I  shall  grieve  so  much  taste  was  bestowed  on 
such  a  wretch."  Thus  they  learned  history  in  Fanny's 
century ! 

Two  other  events  of  this  century  may  be  noticed. 
The  birth  of  Henry  Fielding,  the  Novelist,  April  22, 1707, 
was  in  the  Harlequin's  Chamber,  at  Sharpham.  Dr.  John- 
son said  he  was  a  blockhead  :  "  What  I  mean  by  his 
being  a  blockhead,  is  that  he  was  a  barren  rascal." 
Yet  he  has  still  many  admirers,  even  more  than  he  has 
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readers.  The  second  incident  is  the  dream  of  Mat 
Chancellor,  1750,  who  learnt  that  by  fasting,  prayer, 
and  Chalice  water,  he  might  be  healed  of  the  asthma. 
He  did  as  he  dreamt,  and  wheezed  no  more.  Others, 
some  with  and  some  without  prayer  and  fasting, 
others  with  faith  in  the  water  alone,  flocked  to  the 
place.  To  the  chagrin  of  physicians  some  were  cured  ; 
to  the  chagrin  of  superstition,  more  were  not  cured  ; 
to  the  chagrin  of  landladies,  licensed  victuallers,  rate- 
payers, and  pump-room  persons,  the  fashion  changed. 
The  analytical  chemists  can  discern  no  charm  whereby 
to  attract  the  diseased  public  ;  and  Canon  Scott  Holmes 
sees  in  these  waters  "  little  else  than  waters."  In  1826, 
Richard  Warner,  the  Rector  of  Great  Chalfield,  pub- 
lished in  Bath  his  "  History  of  Glastonbury,"  a  valuable 
untidy  book,  written  in  a  scornful  style,  which  many 
of  his  obliged  successors  have  faithfully  reproduced. 
But  as  more  material  is  now  open  to  the  ordinary 
student,  the  struggles,  labours,  and  hopes  and  prayers 
of  so  many  generations  of  Englishmen  are  less  lightly 
thought  about,  but  the  English  Jerusalem  still  waits 
for  its  great  historian. 

In  1908,  the  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells  (Dr.  Kennion)^ 
by  one  of  the  humours  of  history,  acquired  the  Abbey 
site  for  the  Church,  and  though  a  score  of  Abbots  would 
shudder  at  the  thought  that  their  traditional  opponent 
should  have  bought  the  sacred  acres,  we  may  yet  hope 
that  St.  Mary's  Church  will  be  roofed  in,  and  the 
Eternal  Sacrifice  be  once  more  pleaded  in  this  holy 
spot. 

Mr.  Bligh  Bond,  the  architect  in  charge,  has  already 
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made  many  important  discoveries.*  He  has  deter- 
mined the  architectural  form  of  the  Great  Church  of  SS. 
Peter  and  Paul,  and  of  St.  Edgar's  Chapel.  He  has 
found  a  skeleton  buried  in  a  dropstone,  near  the  West 
of  the  South  wall,  with  another  skull  between  its  feet, 
which  tells  of  a  burial  in  Roman  times,  which  may  be 
of  one  of  the  first  disciples.  The  remains  of  a  mud  and 
wattle  hut  under  St.  Edgar's  Chapel  also,  may  be  one  of 
the  caenobite  dwellings  of  the  old  Laura  :  and  many  frag- 
ments of  glass  and  stone  will  serve  to  tell  strange  stories 
to  such  as  can  read  them.  He  has  found  the  traces 
of  two  Western  towers  to  the  great  church.  It  is  now 
evident  that  the  Church  was,  after  old  St.  Paul's,  the 
longest  in  England,  being  nearly  600  feet  from  East 
to  West.  The  Abbey  was  also  richer  than  any  other, 
being  valued  at  over  £3500,  in  the  Valor  Ecclesias- 
ticus,  over  a  thousand  pounds  a  year  more  than  any 
other;  But  we  must  multiply  money  incomes  by  at 
least  ten,  to  get  any  idea  of  the  wealth  of  the  period 
compared  to  our  own. 


WIRRIAL    AND    BECKARY. 

AS  the  visitor  leaves  the  railway  station  he  sees 
before  him  Wirrial  Hill,  already  mentioned  as 
the  cattle  pasture  of  the  ancient  fortress,  where  St. 
Joseph  and  his  companions  first  rested.     On  this  hill 
there  is  a  flat  stone  to  mark  the  spot,  where  the  Holy 
*  Vol.  LIV.,  Som.  Archaeological  Proceedings. 


The  Great  Seal  of  the  Abbey,  shewing  Spire. 
See  page  101. 


The  Spine  from  the  Saviour's  Crown  of  Thorns,  now  at  Stanbrook, 

near    Worcester,    one    of    the    Relics    of    Glastonbury. 
I 'Reproduced  by  kind  permission  of  the  Lady  Abbess  J  See  page  102. 
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Thorn  once  grew.  Here  was  of  old  a  dwelling-place 
for  holy  women,  with  a  Chapel  of  St.  Peter  and  a  guest 
chamber.  King  Arthur  took  much  delight  in  this 
place,  and  often  lodged  in  it.  A  little  to  the  West  is 
the  low  island  of  Beckary,  where  was  a  Chapel  of  St. 
Mary  Magdalen.  Beckary  is  called  Parva  Hibernia, 
little  Ireland,  because  here  St.  Bridget,  after  whom  so 
many  Irish  Biddies  are  named,  passed  some  years  of 
her  life.  The  foundation  of  two  successive  chapels  are 
still  in  the  soil.  When  St.  Bridget  returned  to  Ireland, 
her  wallet,  chaplet,  bell  and  weaving  tools  were  treasured 
in  her  memory  at  Glastonbury,  and  the  chapel  was  rebuilt 
and  dedicated  to  her.  One  memorable  day,  a  century 
after  St.  Bridget,  when  King  Arthur  was  resting  on 
Wirrial,  he  heard  a  voice  which  told  him  to  rise  at  day- 
break and  go  to  this  chapel.  Sir  Gawaine  dissuaded 
him,  but  again  the  voice  gave  him  a  second  command. 
At  day-break  the  king  sent  his  chamberlain  to  the 
place.  The  man  saw  there  a  corpse,  enshrined  with 
four  lights  around  it,  and  an  altar  lit  by  two  golden 
candlesticks.  In  a  fit  of  covetousness  he  seized  one 
of  these  last,  and  hid  it  in  his  cloak  :  but  suddenly 
one  appeared  to  him  in  wrath,  upbraided  him,  and 
struck  him  with  a  knife  in  the  groin.  He  had  just 
time  to  show  both  candlestick  and  knife  to  the  king 
when  he  died.  Arthur  approached  the  place  in  fear, 
and  saw  it  was  guarded  by  two  hands,  holding  swords. 
He  kneeled  down  and  cried  for  mercy  and  pardon  for 
his  sins,  and  then  saw  the  swords  withdrawn.  He 
entered  the  holy  place,  and  found  a  white-haired  priest, 
in  the  armour  of  God,  who  saluted  him,  and  began  the 
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Mass.  Then  there  stood  by  that  altar  as  acolyte,  the 
glorious  Mother  of  God,  with  her  Babe  in  her  arms. 
At  the  offertory  she  gave  the  Divine  Word  instead  of 
bread,  and  the  priest  presented,  elevated,  sacrificed, 
and  communicated  Him,  and  yet  immediately  He  was 
whole  and  unhurt  in  His  Mother's  arms.  At  the  end 
of  the  service  the  Mother  of  God  gave  the  King  a  cross 
of  crystal,  which  was  kept  for  centuries  in  the  Abbey. 
In  memory  of  this  vision,  the  king  took  for  his  arms, 
in  his  battles  with  the  heathen,  on  a  green  field,  a  silver 
cross,  with  the  Mother  of  God  and  her  Son  in  the  first 
quarter.  These  were  in  after  days  the  arms  of  the 
Abbey. 


ST.  BENIGNUS  CHURCH  AND  ST.  MARY 
MAGDALEN'S  CHAPEL. 


ST.  BENIGNUS  (fl.  460 
A.D.I 


)  was  an  early 
disciple  of  St.  Patrick,  who, 
as  a  tiny  babe,  kissed  the 
dear  Apostle's  foot  and 
cried  to  be  with  him.  In 
delight  at  such  ardent  love 
St.  Patrick  named  him 
Benign  us,  the  kind  one, 
instead  of  Beon.  He  suc- 
ceeded his  master,  and 
worked  in  Ireland,  until 
worn  with  years  he  followed  his  teacher's  example  and 
came  to  die  at  Avalon.  He  built  a  hermit's  cell  at 


Ornamental  Boss  in  St.  Benignus 
Church. 
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Ferramere,  and  died  there.  In  the  reign  of  William 
Rufus,  Abbot  Turstin  sought  out  his  bones  and  brought 
them  with  great  honour,  by  water  to  the  Abbey.  They 
were  wrapped  in  fine  linen,  placed  in  a  shrine  and 
rowed  up  the  water-ways  in  a  wonderful  light,  by  a 
monk  and  a  layman.  A  great  procession,  such  as 
Normans  loved,  bearing  banners,  crosses,  censers  and 
torches,  met  the  boat  at  the  lode,  or  landing  stage. 
Half-way  between  this  and  the  Abbey,  the  procession 
halted,  a  sermon  was  preached,  the  relics  were  shown 
and  such  Grace  and  wonders  followed  the  blessing  of 
the  people,  that  a  chapel  was  built  on  the  very  spot. 
It  was  rebuilt  by  the  active  piety  of  Abbot  Beere,  whose 
mitre  and  initials  are  on  the  North  Porch  :  but  it  has 
been  much  disfigured  by  the  bad  taste  of  the  Victorian 
period.  The  visitor  may  notice  the  badge  of  the  Five 
Wounds  on  one  of  the  corbels.  St.  Benignus'  was  made  a 
parish  church  in  1846,  and  has  about  1300  parishioners, 
but  only  119  communicants.  The  East  window  in  the 
porch  is  a  rarity,  and  may  have  served  to  light  folk  to 
Mass  on  winter  mornings.  The  niches  in  the  tower  once 
contained  statues  of  St.  Benignus,  and,  perhaps,  of  St. 
Benedict,  hence  the  church  and  street  for  a  time  were 
called  after  the  latter.  The  poor  mean  altar  and 
general  coldness  of  the  place  are  quite  unworthy  of  the 
sweet  Irish  anchorite  after  wnom  it  is  called.  The 
almshouse  for  men  in  Magdalen  Street  is  served  from 
this  church.  This  is  an  interesting  and  puzzling  foun- 
dation. In  default  of  evidence,  guessing  seems  the 
fashion,  and  without  shame  may  be  resorted  to.  St. 
Mary  Magdalen's  Chapel,  on  Beckary  (afterwards  re- 
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dedicated  to  St.  Bridget,  say  in  the  Norman  period)* 
gives  its  name  to  this  road.  St.  Margaret,  as  patroness, 
leads  us  to  expect  a  hospital  for  women.  It  is  St. 
Margaret,  Joan's  St.  Margaret  who  is  depicted  in  the  bell 
cot.  In  view  of  the  fact  that  Nicholas  Frome  arranged 
for  the  charges  of  the  Infirmarius  and  the  Chapel,  it  may 
suggest  his  date — the  middle  of  the  Fifteenth  Century. 
It  seems  likely  that  he  arranged  a  hospital  here  for  the 
sick  women,  whether  these  were  dependents  on  the  Abbey 
or  townsfolk.  This  has  been  turned  into  almshouses 
for  poor  men,  ten  originally,  but  now  eleven.  The 
domestic  architecture  smacks  of  the  Regency.  Henry 
VIII.  and  Edward  VI.  devoured  no  of  these  ancient 
hospitals,  but  the  two  crumbs  of  the  Glastonbury  alms- 
houses  were  spared.  They 
were  supported  by  a  reserve 
on  rents,  called  the  King's 
Audit. 

With  regard  to  the  abbey 
hospitality,  "  Most  of  what 
they  did  bestow  was  on  the 
rich."  "It  came  into  a 
common  proverb  to  call  him 
an  abbey  lubber,  that  was 
idle,  well  fed,  a  long,  lewd, 
lither,  loiterer,  that  might 
work,  and  would  not,"  says  Bishop  Pilkington  ;  but  he 
adds  savagely,  "  But  whether  the  new  monks  "  (the 
landlords),  "  with  their  short  coats,  and  almost  without 
all  religion,  keeping  a  shepherd  and  a  dog,  where  all 
good  cheer  was  afore,  be  worse  than  the  monkish 
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Piscina    and    Aumbry    in 

St.   Margaret's  Almshouse 

Chapel. 


idolatrous  popish  creatures, 
which  devised  a  religion  of 
their  own,  shewing  their  holi- 
ness in  their  long  coats,  I 
leave  it  to  the  disputation  of 
the  learned."  The  disputations 
of  the  old  inmates  upon  this  ", 
subject  would  be  more  profit- 
able than  those  of  the 
learned. 

These  old  people  in  the 
almshouses  receive  quarterly 
I2s.  6d.,  a  substitutionary 
grant  from  the  Crown.  This 
is  now  a  ridiculously  inade- 
quate sum  for  them,  and  if 
their  case  were  brought  before  one  of  the  kind- 
liest of  monarchs  there  is  no  doubt  that  their  plea, 
which  could  so  reasonably  be  urged,  would  awake  an 
immediate  response.  Wheat  varied  in  the  XV.  and 
XVI.  Centuries  much  more  than  it  does  at  present : 
but  the  sum  now  allowed  to  these  old  people  wouldj 
in  Henry  VIIFs  reign,  purchase,  from  four  to  nine  times 
the  amount  of  wheat  they  can  now  buy,  so  greatly  has 
the  purchasing  power  of  money  altered.  Bishop 
Latimer,  in  dismay  at  the  rising  dearness  of  provisions 
after  the  Reformation,  feared  the  day  might  come 
when  a  pig  would  cost  a  pound.  It  has  come.  The 
pig  which  fed  Latimer  and  his  friends  in  prison  cost 
only  tenpence  ;  but  the  almshouse  people  must  now 
save  up  for  their  pork,  if  they  ever  have  any,  at  the 
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rate  of  Latimer's  fears,  i.e.,  24  times  the  price  he  actual!}' 
paid.  The  old  pensioners  should  plead  their  case; 
Fifty  shillings  per  annum  then,  should  not  be  less  than 
a  pound  a  month  now,  and  would  not  be  less,  if  they 
appealed  rightly.* 


THE    MARKET    CROSS. 

/THHE  lean  skimped  cross  in  Confectioner's  Gothic, 
JL  was  erected,  as  is  obvious,  in  1845.  It  fook  the 
place  of  a  generous  old  cross,  which  was  pulled  down 
in  1808,  to  enlarge  the  street.  As  the  latter  survives 
in  prints  and  postcards,  it  is  worth  recording  that  the 
Little  Monument  makes  it  to  have  been  built  long  after 
the  dissolution,  out  of  abbey  stones.  This  is  hard  to 
believe  altogether.  It  looks,  in  the  prints,  like  a  XV. 
Century  cross,  but  canopied  over  in  Elizabeth's  times, 
and  afterwards,  but  the  prints  are  curiously  inaccurate 
very  often.  The  grotesque  figure  of  a  now  horseless 
cavalier,  traditionally  called  Jack  Stag,  used  to  crown 
this  compound  edifice,  and  he  presided  over  the  Wed- 
nesday markets. 

The  fairs  were  four  in  number  ;  they  then  sunk  to 
none,  and  have  now  risen  again  to  two  :  (i)  St.  Dun- 
stan's  Fair,  on  May  igth,  was  in  memory  of  the  greatest 

*  Professor  Ashley,  on  the  abstract  problem,  is  kind  enough 
to  furnish  a  note  agreeing  with  this  estimate  of  comparisons. 
viz.,  that  a  labourer's  subsistence  is  worth  at  least  four  or  live 
times  in  money  what  it  was  at  the  Dissolution. 
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of  abbots  ;  (2)  Holy  Cross  Fair  was  held  on  Sept.  I4th, 
for  there  were  seven  fragments  of  the  true  Cross  among 
the  relics  ;  (3)  St.  Michael's  Fair,  granted  in  1127,  by 
Henry  I.  to  the  Monastery  on  the  Tor  ;  (4)  A  Fair  of 
Our  Lady,  on  her  birthday,"  September  8th.  None  of 
these  were  given  in.  the  new  description  of  England  in 
1701  ;  but  Holy  Cross  and  St.  Michael's  Fairs  have 
been  revived  since,  and  a  stout  steed  or  a  fatted  calf 
may  still  be  purchased  at  these  seasons  ;  besides  there 
are  ginger  breads  and  large  bull's-eyes  for  innocents.- 


ST.    JOHN    THE    BAPTIST'S    CHURCH. 

THIS  noble  perpendicular  church  took  the  place  of 
an  earlier  Norman  one,  which  was  built  in  cross 
form,  having  the  tower  in  the  centre.  The  bases  of  the 
old  piers  still  support  the  later  arches  to  the  east.  The 
splendid  tower  has  had  its  ears  cropt,  that  is,  its 
crocketted  pinnacles  shortened,*  but  is  substantially 
as  it  was  left  in  the  days  of  Abbot  Selwood.  That  is 
to  say,  it  has  come  down  fairly  intact  from  the  days  of 
Richard  Crookback  and  Bosworth  Fight.  It  has  been 
fitly  compared  with  St.  Cuthbert's  Tower  at  Wells 
and  All  Saints'  at  Wrington.  It  was  being  built  during 
the  Wars  of  the  Roses,  as  the  tombs  of  Richard  Atwell, 
and  of  Joan  his  wife  attest,  for  the  yeoman  died  just 
after  the  Battle  of  Tewkesbury.  Three  Atwells,  Richard, 
John  and  Nicholas,  all  priests  and  beneficed  in  Somer- 
set, were  probably  the  children  of  this  pious  pair.  The 
*  As  may  be  noticed  in  the  print  of  the  Market  Cross. 
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more  interesting  tomb  of  John  Camel,  the  lay  chapman, 
is  earlier.  He  is  probably  related  to  the  John  Camel 
who  was  Rector  of  Ditcheat  (1435-58),  and  he  saw  the 
loss  of  France,  the  Rebellion  of  Cade  and  the  Yorkist 
Dominion.  It  was  probably  he  who  bought  the  stones 
of  the  great  embattled  wall  to  fence  the  Abbey. 

The  church  has  a  seal  which  was  in  use  in  the  days  of 
Madcap  Hal,  and  a  St.  George  almsdish,  supposed  by 
some  to  be  acquired  from  the  Walloons,  who  hated  saints. 
St.  John's  once  had  four  side  altars,  which  with  their 
Lights  or  Guilds,  were  swept  away  in  the  great  pillage. 
These  were  the  Lady  Altar,  St.  Katharine's  for  scholars, 
St.  George  for  soldiers,  and  St.  Nicholas  for  children. 
Perhaps  these  dedications  suggest  the  classes  for  whom 
and  by  whom  the  church  was  built  and  used.  There 
are  two  mangled  mortuary  crucifixes  outside,  which, 
being  evidence  of  gross  impiety,  should  be  removed 
or  covered  up.  The  rood  with  its  Piety,  if  replaced, 
would  add  much  to  the  appearance  of  the  church. 
The  communicants  are  310.  Concerning  the  rest  of 
those  who  have  sepulchral  monuments,  as  concerning 
the  list  of  rectors,  much  search  supplies  small  parcels 
of  small  facts  not  worth  recording  in  so  short  a  survey. 
But  the  Alleyn  altar  tomb,  in  the  churchyard,  is  the 
most  beautiful  monument  here.  It  is  said  to  be  of  the 
time  of  Edward  IV.  :  but  the  style,  which  is  transition 
from  decorated  to  perpendicular,  seems  earlier,  and  the 
Alleyns  held  land  in  Wayford  in  the  XIV.  Century,  to 
which,  with  a  caveat,  we  may  assign  it. 

As  this  church  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Abbey,  of 
course  its  endowments  were  partly  plundered  with  the 
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main  booty,  but  Edward  VI.  and  Bishop  Barlow  com- 
pleted the  spoliation.  The  curate  of  St.  John's  had  three 
parishes,  three  churches  to  serve,  and  £80  a  year,  with- 
out a  house.  Fatherly  Bishop  Ken  .tried  to  increase 
this  stipend,  but  the  children  of  this  world  were  too 
strong  for  him.  When  the  Commons  Enclosure  Act 
was  mooted  in  1721,  ten  acres  were  set  apart  for  this 
starveling  priest,  Master  Simon  Paget  and  his  suc- 
cessors, who  thus  got  a  small  share  when  the  common 
was  stolen  from  the  goose  ;  but  the  good  luck  promised 
by  the  Flemish  almsdish  does  not  extend  to  the  stipend 
even  yet.  The  clergy  also  serve  St.  Patrick's  Chapel 
of  the  Women's  Almshouse,  and  a  mission  chapel  at 
Edgarley.  The  almshouse,  with  its  little  chapel,  lies 
within  the  Abbey,  and  was  founded  by  the  inevitable 
Beere  in  1513.  On  the  entrance  are  the  Tudor  arms, 
the  rose  with  dragon  and  greyhound  supporters.  It  is 
the  year  both  of  the  Expedition  to  Flanders  and  of 
Flodden  Field.  These  arms  then  show  that  the  young 
King  was  a  benefactor  to  this  foundation.  It  seems 
likelier  that  the  Flemish  almsdish  came  over  in  this 
year,  appropriated  by  the  English  because  of  St.  George: 


THE    ABBEY    GATE. 

THIS  is  rather  a  site  than  a  gate.     The  original  was 
double  bastioned,  with  an  embattled  parapet  and 
machicolations,  or  overhanging  top  portions,  by  which 
hot  lead  or  other  dissuasives  could  be  dropped  upon 
the    heads    of   too    insistent    visitors.     The     roof    was 
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groined,  and  a  sub-porter  lived  above  the  gate,  ready 
to  admit,  or  repel,  as  need  might  be.  The  crenellated 
Stuart  window,  which  the  visitor  now  sees,  lit  up  the 
refreshing  feasts  of  the  Red  Lion  Inn,  but  shed  no  light 
upon  the  Abbey.  The  porter's  hall,  where  visitors 
waited,  was  just  inside  the  gate.  Above  the  old  battle- 
ments poor  Whytyng's  grey  head  was  displayed  in 
1539  :  but  externally  little  trace  remains  of  the  works 
which  Cade  and  his  company  inspired  and  Nicholas 
Frome  built.  Much  of  the  fabric,  and  perhaps  all  of 
the  foundations,  are  the  same  ;  but  fear  and  its  forti- 
fications, went  away  at  the  dissolution  along  with 
wealth.  The  old  ladies  of  the  almshouse  are  untroubled 
by  either,  and  do  not  miss  their  first  line  of  defence. 


THE    GEORGE    INN. 

ABBOT  SELWOOD  began  his  long  abbacy  in  the 
latter  years  of  Henry  VI.,  and  saw  the  reigns  of 
Edward  IV.,  Edward  V.,  Richard  III.,  and  he  died  in 
1493,  the  8th  year  of  Henry  VII.  He  is  said  to  be  the 
builder  of  this  most  interesting  Inn.  It  was  not  a 
place  where  free  feasting  was  provided  to  attract  wor- 
shippers, as  some  Casino-haunting  gentlemen  have 
imagined.  Such  incentives  to  worship  were  not  needed 
at  the  time.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  the  Abbot's 
splendid  gift  to  the  Chamberlain,  who  derived  his  in- 
come from  the  hotel  bills  of  the  faithful.  Had  it  been 
a  house  of  free  entertainment,  it  would  not  have  cured 
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but  completed  the  '  tearful  ruin  '  of  this  office.  The 
arms  of  Edward  IV.  are  over  the  door  :  to  the  left 
being  the  arms  of  St.  George  of  England,  and  to  the 
right  a  scraped  shield,  which  it  does  not  need  much 
audacity  to  say  must  have  once  held  the  boar  of  Richard 
of  Gloucester.  The  central  coat  witnesses  to  the  peace 
which  Selwood  made  with  the  victorious  Yorkists  ;  the 
erased  coat  to  the  effect  of  that  vaulting  ambition: 
The  deep-cut  string  courses,  the  panelled  bay,  and  the 
octagonal  towers,  one  hollow  for  a  bell,  the  bold  way- 
wardness indeed  of  the  whole  facade,  are  most  pleasant 
to  the  eye.  Inside,  plaister  and  wall  paper  have  done 
their  worst,  and  there  is  nothing  archaic  to  see,  until 
you  reach  the  vaulted  capacious  cellars,  where  you 
may  learn  the  usual  tales  about  secret  passages,  which 
are  founded  upon  the  fact  of  secret  hiding  places  being 
a  necessity  of  almost  all  times,  but  our  own  :  but  these 
hiding  holes  were  rather  that  valuables  should  be  passed, 
than  that  men  should  pass.  Still  less  trustworthy  is 
the  tavern  tale  that  penitents  were  relegated  to  the 
cellars  of  Inns,  in  penance  for  their  youthful  follies  and 
heats  of  blood.  The  wine  casks  and  fat  butts  were  never 
recommended  as  fit  company  for  a  soul  which  needed 
mortification.  Let  the  dreamers  of  such  ale- washed 
theology  go  to  auricular  confession  themselves,  and 
declare  their  own  follies  and  sins  to  a  confessor  (who 
may  have  leisure  enough  to  hear  them),  and  they  will 
soon  discover  how  much  more  aptly  the  penance  fits 
the  sin  than  they  had  imagined. 

The  free  hospice,  where  travellers  were  entertained 
humbly,  was  not  the  George,  but  on  the  site  of  the  White 
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Hart  across  the  way,  where  "  whoso  brought  the  face 
of  a  man  brought  with  him  his  patent  of  welcome  "  : 
but  if  he  wished  for  lordlier  cheer,  he  stopped  at  the 
Georges  Yn,  and  helped  to  endow  the  Chamberlain, 
who,  for  some  time,  was  Richard  Whytyng,  the  last  of 
the  Abbots.  Similar  travellers  may  still  find  similar 
good  cheer,  such  as  they  desire  ;  and  the  certainty  of  a 
well- aired  bed  is  worth  something  in  the  damp  air  of 
this  ancient  spot.  But  while  they  refresh  themselves, 
let  them  think  kindly  of  the  generations  who  have  come 
and  gone  in  this  Inn  before  them — type  as  it  is  of  man's 
guest  sojourn  in  life — and  let  them  remember  that  there 
is  no  statute  of  limitations  to  the  IXth  Commandment. 
It  is  unfair  to  bear  false  witness  against  men  long  dead, 
but  especially  against  those  who  struggled  pathetically 
to  do  right,  even  if  they  only  attained  to  a  second  best, 
and  were  merely  honest  Bonifaces,  when  they  should 
have  been  saintly  Benedicts. 


THE   TRIBUNAL. 

extraordinarily  beautiful  and  simple  building 
JL  displays  the  great  Abbot  Beere's  notion  of  Justice^ 
being  sincere  and  without  flourish.  Its  plain  parapet 
and  bold  cornice  give  it  a  severe  touch  :  the  bay  window 
with  the  six  lights  (of  creation)  make  it  alert,  and  the 
long  window  of  eight  lights  on  the  ground  floor  is  to 
let  the  light  of  blessedness  shine  upon  the  unhappy, 
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for  whom  human  justice  was  too  coarse  to  do  right, 
eight  being  the  sign  of  blessedness.  Over  the  door  are 
two  panels,  to  give  the  word  of  entry  in  the  king's  name. 
The  builder  even  of  King  Edgar's  Chapel  thus  pro- 
claims that  the  King  is  the  door  of  civil  justice.  These 
panels  are  a  little  puzzling.  The  one  on  the  right  is  the 
ordinary  Tudor  twin  rose,  for  the  union  of  the  two 
houses  of  York  and  Lancaster  ;  but  the  other  panel  is 
unusual  for  Henry  VII.,  whose  supporters  are  com 
monly,  dexter,  a  red  dragon  and  sinister,  a  white  grey- 
hound, collared  in  red.  These,  however,  are  a  black 
bull  for  Clarence,  of  the  Malmsey  butt,  whom  Henry 
claimed  to  succeed  and  avenge,  and  the  white  lion  of 
the  murdered  Earl  of  March,  to  whom  Richard  II.  had 
willed  the  Crown.  This  uncertainty  of  arms  points  to 
an  uncertain  claim  to  the  throne,  so  the  claim  is  streng- 
thened by  the  Rose  of  Peace.  The  place  has  served 
many  purposes.  It  was  a  seedsman's  shop,  and  a 
classical  and  commercial  day-school  for  young  gentle- 
men. It  is  now  more  appropriately  a  lawyer's  office, 
where  one  may  hope,  some  of  the  original  intention  is 
carried  out  and  justice  is  aided.  The  cornice  and 
windows  are  like  those  at  Norwood,  and  in  some  sort 
like  the  house  at  Sharpham.  In  the  former  the 
monogram  on  the  oriel  is  Selwood's,  but  the  hand  of 
Beere  is  visible  besides  ;  but  in  1799  Sharpham  was 
rudely  refashioned. 
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CHALICE    WELL. 

HILKWELL  STREET,  formerly  Chalkwell  Street, 
is  so-called  from  the  Chalice  well,  or  Blood 
Spring,  which  supplied  the  town,  and  possibly  the  Holy 
Well  at  the  Old  Church.  Follow  this  street,  which  is 
at  the  top  of  High  Street,  and  you  will  see  the  Abbey 
Barn*  on  your  right,  and  further  on  a  new  Roman 
Catholic  Missionary  College  of  the  Sacred  Heart.  This 
Society  took  up  its  abode  where  the  Anchorage  Inn 
had  succeeded  the  Anchorites'  huts.|  Here  is  the 
Chalice  well,  and  the  green  slope  behind  it  is  the  Chalice 
Hill,  where,  in  King  Peschour's  treasury,  the  Holy 
Chalice  was  last  seen  before  it  was  caught  up  to  the 
Spiritual  City.  This  is  the  well  which  moved  even  the 
XVIII  Century  to  faith-healing  ;  until  the  faith  which 
cured  was  derided  by  the  science  which  could  not  cure, 
and  the  fashion  changed.  Perhaps  these  polite  mission- 
aries might  still  turn  an  honest  penny  by  putting  up 
the  water  in  comely  phials,  and  selling  it  for  healing 
or  baptismal  purposes  ? 


THE    TOR.      S^  JUH.f.p,  73 

BEHIND   Chalice   Hill  rises  the  Tor,  whose  very 
name  is  Semitic,  and  means  conspicuous.     It  is 
well  worth  while  to  climb  this  old  citadel,  and  to  see  the 
rings  of  old  ramparts  of    the   treasure  city  and  the 

*  Page  46. 

f  1886.     They  prepare  missionaries  for  hungry  places  in  the 
North  Pacific,  etc. 
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wonderful  view  on  all  sides.  Here  they  watched  for 
the  Phoenician  liners — the  men  of  Dido's  race — until 
146  B.C.  Carthage  fell,  and  the  great  ships  of  Tarshish 
sailed  no  more  up  the  Bristol  Channel.  This  is  the 
hill  which  Joseph  of  Arimathaea  likened  to  Tabor,  the 
Mount  of  Transfiguration  :  and  here,  still,  the  soul  of 
man  can  talk  with  old  law  and  old  prophecy.*  Here, 

•A  -    f0t   ' >  JLtf^ ^ 

in  the  Second  Century,  Phaganus  and  Diruvianus,  by 
the  Lord's  revelation,  built  an  oratory  in  honour  of  St: 
Michael  the  Archangel  of  the  Church.  Here  St.  Patrick 
came  with  Arnulph  and  Ogmar,  and  found  the  place 
tangled  with  briars.  Here  they  hewed  a  path  through 
the  brambles  and  thorns,  and  rebuilt  the  Chapel.'  Here 
was  still  a  Church  and  monastery  in  Henry  I.  time,  for 

he  gave  it  a  fair.     Rut  an  earthquake  overset    all   the 

-      -r  ,  :r.  -Lye  7 
edifices  in  1275,  and  John  de  Taunton  set  to  work  to 

rebuild  the  church.  The  shell  of  his  tower  still  stands  : 
but  its  carved  statues  are  gone.  St.  Michael  is  seen 
weighing  a  soul  against  what  is  "  noted  in  Thy  book  " 
in  its  favour,  and  Satan,  as  usual,  trying  to  cheat.  The 
woman  milking  a  cow  represents  the  careless  worldly 
soul  getting  what  it  can  out  of  life.  The  butchery  of 
Abbot  Whytyng,  and  his  two  monks,  took  place  here 
on  Nov.  I5th,  1539. 

From  this  hill  the  eye  can  notice  the  limits  and 
approaches  of  Avalon.  On  a  clear  day  the  opal  and 
dove-coloured  channel  can  be  seen,  and  Brent'  Knoll 
rises  against  the  sea-line.  This  was  a  British  and 
Roman  camp,  and  there  Ider,  one  of  Arthur's  friends, 
slew  three  giants.  It  guards  the  estuaries  of  the 
*  It  is  like  Mount  Tabor  too,  and  very  like  it. 
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rivers,  one  can  just  see.  On  the  right  is  Edmund's  Hill 
Turn  south-east  and  you  look  to  Edgarley,  where  fiery 
little  Edgar  had  a  house,  and  lived  with  the  most 
lovely  Elsruet  or  Aelgifu,  who  murdered  young 
Edward.* 

There  was  St.  Dunstan's  Chapel,  and  there  Alfred 
fought  with  the  Danes.  Look  to  the  north  and  north- 
west and  see  the  Mendip,  the  old  home  of  lead  mines 
and  oppression.  There  beyond  Edgarley  is  the  road 
to  West  Pennard,  along  which  Sir  Launcelot  followed 
dead  Guinevere  ;  and  centuries  afterwards  Edward  I. 
came  to  do  honour  to  King  Arthur.  What  march  and 
countermarch  has  been  watched  from  this  spot :  ap- 
proaches of  pirates,  Welsh  tributaries  with  wolves'  heads 
for  Edgar,  Irish  devotees,  Danes,  Lancastrians,  rebels, 
Roundheads  !  The  great  spire  of  the  Abbey,  seen  from 
this  summit,  must  have  risen  to  the  sea-line,  and  its 
music  have  been  faintly  and  faerily  audible  here.  This 
hill  shows  us  "  The  holyest  erth  of  England,"  as  an  old 
writer  calls  it.  It  is  still  a  land  of  dreams.  The  aged 
people  tell  of  fairies  flitting  like  bats,  and  clinging  to 
the  ruins,  of  moving  lights  and  walking  spirits.  The 
very  cattle  within  sight  of  the  Tor,  and  it  can  be  seen 
from  unimaginable  distances,  try  to  approach  it  on 
Christmas  Eve.  "  They  must  be  well  penned  in  to 
keep  them  back."  It  is  no  common  earth  here,  which 
appeals  to  eye  and  heart  so  mysteriously,  in  this  land 
of  dreams. 

But  dreams  apart,  as  we  look  over  this  old  inheri- 
tance and  see  the  lands  so  rich  in  story,  the  question 
*  Gaimar's  Chronicle. 


Statue  of  Abbot  William  Vigor^in  the  Abbot's  Kitchen. 
.Sec  page  103. 


Abbot  Whytyng's  Chasuble. 
See  page  104. 
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rises,  whether  the  men  of  old  got  more  out  of  life  than 
we  do  ?  Plus  vice,  more  whisking  about,  as  the  Latin 
poet  says,  does  not  mean  the  same  as  plus  vitce,  more 
of  life.  Take  the  very  land  and  water  before  our  eyes. 
The  rivers  were  full  of  salmon,  with  fist-thick  tails. 
There  were  bee-farms,  yielding  quarts  of  honey  and 
thousands  of  wax  candles — the  paschal  candle  alone 
weighed  close  on  a  hundred  weight.  There  were  vine- 
yards— two  at  Glastonbury,  one  at  Meare,  and  another 
at  Pamborrow.  There  were  water-ways  and  many 
mills,  for  grinding  and  fulling.  There  was  much 
weaving,  spinning,  casting,  hammer-work,  painting, 
jewelry,  tapestry,  music,  and  designing.  2000  eels  came 
from  the  bucks  at  Sowy.  The  great  lake  at  Meare  was 
full  of  large  pike,  bream,  perch,  and  roach.  The  parks 
were  full  of  deer — 400  usually  at  Sharpham,  the  moors 
with  wild  fowl,  and  the  pools  with  swans.  Pageantry  is  a 
poor  substitute  for  life,  no  doubt ;  but  an  uncommonly 
good  sauce.  The  men  whose  chimneys  one  sees  from 
the  Tor  have  the  strenuous  labour  of  their  fathers,  and, 
if  they  have  less  of  fear,  have  more  of  anxiety.  Yet 
how  uncoloured  is  their  existence  in  comparison,  and 
how  dull  their  outlook,  without  this  pageantry  which 
was  not  shut  up  in  halls,  but  was  public  and  common  ! 
The  very  alms  of  the  Abbey,  some  £30  and  more  of 
our  money  in  the  week,  were  not  given  so  unwisely  as 
some  would  make  out.  If  food  was  given  to  all  strangers 
in  the  name  of  Christ  the  Stranger,  those  who  were  no 
strangers  had  to  account  for  their  presence  at  the 
almonry  and  their  need.  In  educational  matters  the 
Abbey  was  a  ladder  for  such  as  had  agility  and  head 
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to  climb  to  great  offices.  In  higher  matters  still,  re- 
ligious education  was  given  in  the  best  and  only  right 
way,  by  interesting  the  people.  It  was  not  imparted 
to  them  by  coarse  and  forceful  machinery,  but  joyfully 
and  richly  ;  not  through  one  over- worked  sense,  ear-gate, 
but  by  that  and  by  every  other  gate  to  the  soul.  Thus 
the  Abbey  was  also  a  spiritual  ladder  from  the  deeps 
of  man's  nature  to  the  heights  of  God's  mercy  :  and 
His  highest  mercy  is  Himself. 


NOTE    ON    THE    RELICS. 

THE  great  collectors  for  the  Abbey  were  Kings 
Ethelstan,  Edmund  the  Elder,  and  Edgar  ;  the 
Thanes  Elnoth,  Alfar,  Ethelstan,  Elwin  ;  Earl  Elstan, 
Archbishop  Poppa  of  Treves,  Bishops  Britwold  of  Win- 
cester,  Britwin  of  Wells,  Saifrid  of  Chichester,  Henry 
de  Blois,  Abbot  Tictan,  Eustace  the  Prior,  Aelswita  a 
noble  matron,  and  Adam  de  Sodbury.  The  relics  being 
often  very  small,  and  contained  many  in  one  precious 
case,  often  got  separated  from  their  labels  and  con- 
fused, particularly  if  the  cases  were  removed  quickly. 
The  chip  of  stone  from  Isaiah's  tomb,  a  small  bone  of 
Daniel,  a  fragment  of  Manna,  of  Moses'  rod  and  of  the 
three  holy  children,  and  six  little  dice-like  gold  mosaics 
from  the  Temple  would  go  into  less  space  than  do  the 
printed  words  enumerating  them.  A  small  reliquary  of 
St.  Gregory  contained  one  or  two  of  our  Saviour's  hairs, 
crumbs  of  the  barley  loaf,  threads  from  the  purple  robe 
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and  from  His  seamless  coat,  a  fragment  of  the  sponge 
on  the  reed,  flakes  of  stone  from  Golgotha  and  Calvary, 
7  portions  of  the  True  Cross.  A  water  pot  from  Cana 
was  also  among  the  relics.  One  spine  from  the  Crown 
of  Thorns  was  another  relic  much  prized,  and  part  of 
Our  Lady's  robe,  hair,  and  even  milk.  All  the  Apostles 
were  represented.  Some  hairs  of  St.  Peter's  beard  and 
two  of  his  teeth  were  in  crystals.  St.  Paul,  St.  Stephen, 
St.  Mary  Magdalen's  hair,  relics  of  the  Holy  Innocents, 
of  all  the  Apostles,  and  even  a  fragment  of  Our  Lady's 
flower,  the  lily  she  held  at  the  Annunciation,  were  shewn. 
The  Evangelists  all  had  bones  here  and  St.  John  Baptist 
the  same.  SS.  Cyprian,  Jerome,  Ambrose,  Gregory  and 
other  Fathers  were  represented ;  Popes  Clement,  Calixtus 
and  the  body  of  Urban  I.  also.  Of  St.  George  there 
were  an  arm,  two  bones,  some  hair  and  fragments,  of  St. 
Augustine  of  England,  dust.  There  were  nineteen 
bones  of  St.  Vincent,  and  some  of  St.  Margaret,  with 
her  sandals.  King  Edmund  the  Martyr's  shirt,  very 
many  things  of  St.  Thomas,  cowl,  linen  stained  with 
blood,  cloak,  hair  shirt  and  so  on,  St.  Christopher's 
crown,  St.  Philip's  jaw,  with  teeth  in  it,  St.  Peter's 
staff  and  a  stole.  St.  Oswald's  shoulder  and  hand ; 
relics  of  St.  Edmund,  St.  Osmund  of  Sarum  and  St; 
Alban — these  were  all  in  the  feretories.  Strangely 
enough  the  Northern  Saints  were  well  represented,  con- 
tributed by  King  Ethelstan.  Aidan,  Bede,  Benedict 
Biscop  and  Cuthbert  were  there  piece-meal.  Hilda  and 
Guthlac,  Birinus,  Martin,  Cosmas  and  Damian,  Petroc 
and  Welsh  or  Cornish  Saints  of  wonderful  names, 
gave  subdivided  honours.  In  fact  the  very  mention  is 
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wearisome  of  the  glorious  companies,  noble  armies,  and 
goodly  fellowships,  who  helped  to  make  up  the  dust  of 
Glastonbury.  Sodbury's  present  of  two  bones  of  St. 
Katharine,  with  oil  and  other  remains,  accounts  for 
and  dates  her  prominent  place  in  the  seal.  The  "  por- 
tion of  St.  Paulinus'  finger  "  may  be  that  now  in  the 
Museum.  St.  Helena's  arm.  with  flesh  still  on  it,  was 
treasured  here,  and,  "  although  loss  of  record  has  made 
many  names  unknown  to  us,  the  relics  are  stored  up 
in  our  keeping.  Although  our  knowledge  of  them 
comes  short,  they  are  enjoying  at  large  the  knowledge 
and  sight  of  God,"  says  John  of  Glaston,  with  pious 
simplicity.  That,  perhaps,  is  the  key  of  what  is  a  little 
puzzling  to  modern  people  in  this  sincere  enthusiasm 
ior  relics,  which  have  no  message  for  most  of  us.  "  Our 
one  aim  and  desire,"  he  would  tell  us,  "  is  to  behold 
God,  to  see  the  King  in  His  beauty.  Here  are  those 
who  actually  do  this  great  thing.  Give  us  anything, 
that  will  join  us  to  them,  and  number  us  with  these 
saints  in  this  glory  everlasting."  Surely  a  reasonable 
habit  of  mind  would  make  us  reply,  that  we  cannot 
grudge  to  others  what  we  are  too  self-sufficient  to  need 
in  our  own  lives  ?  The  cruel  brutality  of  the  Com- 
missioners, who  burnt  the  bones  of  the  masters  of  the 
holy  life,  cannot  be  excused  on  any  pleas  of  mere 
unbelief. 

Of  the  kings  who  are  buried  here,  Hoel,  grandfather 
of  Constantine,  Arthur,  Kentwin,  the  two  Edmunds, 
Ethelstan,  Edgar,  and  an  older  British  King  Aberdare, 
make  up  eight.  Twenty-nine  bishops  and  abbots,  with 
Thanes  and  Earls,  and  lesser  Barons  innumerable,  swell 
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the  list,  before  we  even  reach  God's  common  people. 
These  folk  were  not  (save  St.  Edgar)  worshipped.  They 
had  incited  no  one  to  ask  for  their  prayers  ;  yet  their 
tombs  were  destroyed,  and  their  dust  denied.  Poor 
Guinevere's  golden  hair  was  as  little  respected  as  the 
lock  from  Her  head,  whom  all  generations  call  blessed. 
St.  Joseph  of  Arimathaea  is  happy  at  least  in  this,  that 
his  resting-place  has  escaped  both  the  honours  and  the 
dishonours  of  more  than  fifty  generations.  The  hand 
that  touched  the  feet  of  God  is  still  safe  from  the  shrine, 
the  bonfire,  or — worse  still — the  Museum. 


THE    SEAL. 

THIS  seal,  of  the  time  of  Abbot  John  Chinnock,  is 
introduced  to  show  the  Abbey  Spire.  There  are 
several  other  points  of  interest  about  it.  The  original 
silver  seal  is  lost,  melted,  no  doubt,  in  some  thieves' 
pot.  It  had  two  sides  to  it.  On  the  one,  three  mascu- 
line saints,  Patrick,  Dunstan  and  Benignus,  with  the 
legend,  Conformant  has  res  +  scripti  pontifices  ires — the 
holy  bishops  three,  assurance  give  to  thee.  The  other 
has  three  women  saints,  St.  Katharine  with  her  wheel, 
Our  Lady  with  the  Word  of  God  and  a  vase  of  roses 
in  the  centre,  and  St.  Margaret  with  her  Dragon.  The 
jingle  on  this  is  Testis  adest  isti,  scripto  pi  a  genetrix 
Xti — Glastonie — God's  gentle  Mother  dear,  as  witness  too 
is  here,  Glastonbury.  Relics  of  St.  Katharine  were 
brought  by  Adam  de  Sodbury  both  to  the  Abbey  and 
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St.  John's.  St.  Margaret's  sandals  and  a  bone  of  her, 
were  treasured  in  St.  Mary's.  The  architecture  on  the 
seal  is  XV.  Century,  and  gives,  perhaps,  some  notions 
of  the  Chapter-House,  which  this  Abbot  finished. 

The  seal  is  taken  from  the  submission  of  Abbot 
Whytyng,  and  all  the  Convent  to  the  Oath  of 
Supremacy. 


THE  RELIC  OF  THE  HOLY  THORN. 

BY  the  courtesy  of  the  Lady  Abbess  of  Stanbrook, 
near  Worcester,  a  Benedictine  House,  the  reader 
can  see  a  picture  of  what  claims  to  be  one  of  Glaston- 
bury's  most  interesting  relics,  a  thorn  from  the   Re- 
deemer's Crown.     This  is  now  at  Stanbrook. 

The  relic  and  reliquary  were  separately  presented  to 
the  Altar  of  Our  Lady  of  Power  in  the  Chapel  of  the 
Holy  Rosary  in  London  in  the  XVII  Century.  The 
former  was  the  gift  of  Peter  Warnford,  a  secular  priest, 
who  brought  it  to  the  Community  when  he  became  a 
Benedictine.  He  died  in  1657.  The  latter  was  the 
gift  of  "  Mr.  Augustine  Stocker  to  the  Ladye  of  Power." 
At  the  time  of  Oates'  plot,  the  registers  of  this  Sodality 
were,  unfortunately,  destroyed  and  the  story  of  how 
the  relic  was  saved  in  1539,  and  how  it  passed  into 
Warnford's  hands,  is  not  known.  The  Warnford,  or 
Warnesford,  family  was  well  known  in  Somerset,  John 
being  Sub-dean  of  Wells  at  the  end  of  the  XV.  Century.- 
Edmund  and  Edward  (milites]  held  lands  in  the  XVII 
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Century  in  the  Archdeaconry  of  Wells.  The  Stackers 
held  land  at  Chilcompton,  after  Philip  and  Mary,  and 
one  of  these,  a  Sir  John,  was  patron  of  the  ex-abbey 
living  of  Lympsham.  A  further  account  of  the  relic 
may  be  seen  in  M.  Fleury's  Relics  of  the  Passion,  and 
Fr.  Morris'  Article  in  the  Month  for  Aug.,  1882.  The 
wonder  is  not  that  one  or  two  out  of  the  long  list  of 
relics  were  preserved  by  reverent  hands,  but  that  so  few 
are  now  to  be  found  with  any  claim  to  examine.  This 
one  has  the  seal  of  the  late  Bishop  Ullathorne.  In  com- 
paring the  lists  of  relics,  this  sacred  thorn  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  at  Glastonbury  before  the  XIV. 
Century.  It  is  first  mentioned  by  John  of  Glastonbury. 


ABBOT    WILLIAM    VIGOR.    S^.  \M  r».n. 
A. 


THE  figure  placed  in  the  Abbot's  kitchen  in  1780 
A.D.  is  remarkably  well  preserved.  The  mitre, 
unj  ewe  lied,  makes  it  obviously  later  than  the  year  1190, 
when  the  mitre  was  given  to  the  Abbots  of  Glaston- 
bury. The  beard  gives  the  date  as  early  XIII.  Century. 
The  only  possible  Abbot  would  be  William  Vigor  for 
this  figure,  for  Savaric  was  buried  at  Bath,  Jocelin  at 
Wells,  Pike  at  Rome,  and  the  first  mitred  Abbot,  Henry 
de  Soliaco,  at  Worcester.  William  Vigor  was,  it  almost 


goes  without  saying,  a  gentleman  of  the,  county,  from 
the  Hemington  de  Vigors,  or  de  VictorsT  His  name 
comes  in  the  submission  to  Savaric,  who  had  reduced 
the  rebel  monks  with  fasting  and  flagellation.  William 
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was  chosen  at  the  renovatio  in  1219,  when  the  Abbey 
escaped  from  the  See,  and  had  its  privileges  confirmed 
by  Pope  Honorius  III.,  of  crusading  memory.  The  first 
act  of  Abbot  William  (St.  Francis  is  still  alive)  was  to 
pour  out  his  treasures  into  the  hands  of  the  poor.  Next 
he  strengthened  the  Convent  ale,  re-tithed  the  corn  for 
the  brethren,  enriched  the  Prior's  office  and  that  of 
hosteller,  farmerer,  gardener,  and  butler,  for  devout 
celebration  of  his  own  anniversary.  He  gave  the  offer- 
ings on  the  Assumption  and  Our  Lady's  Birthday  to  the 
Sacristry  of  the  Lady  Chapel,  and  was  mindful  of  the 
sick.  He  died  on  Sept.  18,  1223,  and  was  buried  in  the 
Chapter  House,  in  the  south  part.  Thus  he  lived  to  the 
reign  of  Pandulf,  and  attended  the  Council  of  Oxford, 
where  a  deacon,  who  out  of  love  of  a  Jewess  had 
renounced  Christ,  was  degraded,  and  afterwards  burnt ; 
also  a  man  and  woman  who  claimed  to  be  Our  Lord  and 
the  Blessed  Virgin,  were  "  closed  up  betweene  two  walles 
of  stone,  where  they  ended  their  liues  in  misery."  Four 
days  before  William  died,  there  was  a  great  thunder- 
storm, with  great  floods  and  winds,  which  perhaps 
hastened  his  end.  Requiescat  ! 


ABBOT  WHYTYNG'S   CHASUBLE. 

THIS    exquisitely  worked  vestment,  which  is  now 
in   the   Museum,   was   actually  cut,  pieced  and 
used  as  a  carpet  in  St.  John's  Church.      Considering 
the'  general    shape,    as    evidenced    by   the    cuts    and 
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joining,  it  becomes  fairly  certain  that  it  was  a  Gothic 
chasuble,  such  as  would  fit  a  tall  man,  rather  than 
a  cope,  as  it  is  often  described,  or  a  dalmatic,  as  we 
should  expect.  It  is  pathetically  interesting  both  as 
the  sole  surviving  relic  of  that  rich  vestry,  the  robe 
of  the  unhappiest  of  the  abbots  and  as  the  evidence 
of  gross  barbarity,  which  could  trample  on  such 
flowers  of  art. 


THE    HOLY    THORN. 

'T"*HE  story  of  the  holy  thorn,  St.  Joseph's  staff,  rests 
-L       frankly  upon  botany  and  tradition  alone.      It  is 
not  mentioned  in  mediaeval  writers. 

In   the    XVII.    Century,    Bishop   Godfrey   Goodman 

thought  the  tree  to  be  aged,  "  much  about  the  time  of 

7539 
the  dissolution  of  the  Abbey."     It  must  be  confessed 

that  Abbey  authors  neither  mention  this  thorn  nor 
the  walnut  which  opened  on  St.  John's  day.  But  the 
Commissioners  at  the  dissolution  sent  specimens  of  the 
thorn  to  King  Henry  VIII.,  and  the  Prior  of  Maiden 
Bradley  assured  them  that  it  was  actually  found  to 
flower  at  Christmas.  The  present  holy  thorn,  not  now 
on  Wirriall  but  inside  the  northern  gate  of  the  Abbey, 
cannot  be  much  more  than  a  century  and  a  half  old,  but 
older  specimens  are  found  about  Somerset.  Gerarde  dis- 
creetly withdrew  from  the  controversies  which  raged 
about  this  thorn  in  Elizabeth's  time  ;  and  Fuller  weakly 
suggested  that  the  sly  monks  made  it  to  flower  by 
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warm  waterings.  Its  habits  have  '  disproved '  Pro- 
testantism, Socinianism,  and  Deism  in  turn,  and  the 
indignant  Sectaries  cut  it  down,  in  hope  that  its  vexa- 
tious arguments  would  thus  cease,  which  they  did  not. 
It  is  certainly  a  Mediterranean  thorn,  and  comes,  in  its 
inception,  quite  possibly  from  the  Holy  Land.  It  has 
an  immense  inherent  vitality  about  it.  Some  sprays  of 
blossom  put  in  a  church  at  Christmas  retained  their 
sweetness  till  Candlemas,  and  seemingly  dead  twigs  have 
often  burgeoned  vigorously.  Thus  there  is  nothing  im- 
probable in  the  story  that  St.  Joseph  had  a  staff  of  this 
tree,  that  he  left  it  in  the  ground,  and  that  it  grew  and 
blossomed  always  at  Christmas. 
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The  Glastonbury  Guild  of 
Sacred  Art. 


This  Guild  is  being  formed  for  the  production  of 
artistic  works  in  wood,  stone,  and  metals ;  glass  and 
encaustic  tiles,  painting,  embroidery,  illumination,  and  all 
that  contributes  to  the  furnishing  and  adornment  of 
churches. 

Its  aim  will  be  to  produce  work  of  the  highest  order, 
both  as  to  design  and  as  to  quality  of  material  and 
execution,  at  a  cost  which  will  suffice  to  pay  the  establish- 
ment charges,  and  allow  of  the  creation  of  a  fund  to  be 
applied  in  the  hands  of  trustees  for  the  furnishing  and 
adornment  of  poor  churches.  As  the  Guild  grows  in 
strength  it  will  have  for  a  further  object  the  creation  of 
a  strong  school  of  ecclesiastical  art  in  Glastonbury, 
representative  of  the  best  traditions  of  antiquity,  and 
developing  upon  these  lines.  The  services  of  experienced 
and  able  designers  have  been  secured,  and  a  number 
of  good  craftsmen  will  be  available. 

The  Guild  is  now  in  a  position  to  receive  inquiries 
and  orders  for  work. 

Temporary  offices  have  been  acquired  at 

25,  High  St.,  Glastonbury 

(next  the  Post  Office  and  St.  John's  Church), 

where    THE    SECRETARY    will    receive   letters,   and   a 
clerk  will  be  in   attendance  to  answer  any  enquiry. 


Large    Reserve    Funds. 

Bristol, 
West  of 
England,   and 
South  Wales 
Permanent 


BUILDING 
SOCIETY, 

ST.  STEPHEN  STREET, 
BRISTOL. 


Col.  J.  Henry  Woodward,  J.P. 

Chairman. 

Aid    C    J.  Lowe,  J.P., 

Secretary. 


The    BENEFITS    offered    are 


Substantial 

(not   specious   or   speculative). 


I 


mme 


(not  "  hope  deferred  "), 

For  All 

(whether    of    large    or    small 
means). 


SPECIAL  FEATURE: 

A  monthly  payment  for  a 
term  of  years  will  ensure 
the  accumulation  of  a  fund 
with  fair  interest.  Yet 
withdrawable  if  required  at 
any  time. 


FULL    PROSPECTUS    ON   APPLICATION 


S.  J.  HULBERT,  M.P.S. 

DISPENSING    CHEMIST 
AND    PHARMACIST,    . 

MAGDALEN    STREET, 

GLASTONBURY. 


Photographic    Apparatus, 


Plates,   Papers, 


S.    J.    H.    has    had    35    years'    practical    experience    in 

Photography,  and  will  be  pleased  to  advise  his  customers 

on  any  matter  connected  with  the  art. 

DARK    ROOM    for  changing  plates,  FREE  to  visitors. 


Dairy  Acidimeters, 

and  all   the  Requisites  used  in  Modern   Cheese  Making. 


Established  1844. 
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PAPERS 
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MARK 

CkARE  5! 


London  Selecting  Rooms : 

13,  KING'S  ROAD,  SLOANE  SQUARE, 
CHELSEA,  S.W. 


To  Tourists  and  Visitors. 

Before  leaving  this  interesting  Neighbourhood 
get  a  memento  for  yourself  and  your  friends. 
We  hold  a  large  and  comprehensive  stock  of 

Souvenirs  of  Glastonoury 

and  neighbourhood, 

FRAMED  VIEWS  and 
PHOTOGRAPHS 

GLASTONBURY, 
The   ABBEY, 

And  other  places  and  features  of  local  interest. 

The  Popular  View  Book,  at  I/-.     GUIDES  and  LEGEN- 
DARY and    HISTORICAL    WORKS,    Id.,  6d., 

and    I/-.       12    Assorted    Views   in   Packet,    at    I/-. 
Picture  Post  Cards  in  Great  Variety. 
&      #      # 

At  the  New  Entrance  £  Abbey, 
at    11,    High   Street 

(THE  FANCY  GOODS  BAZAAR), 
and  at  the 

"Gazette'  Office,  27  High  St. 


(adjoining  St.  John's  Church),  GLASTONBURY 


*"•""'  ™ 
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BY    APPOINTMENT. 

Imperial    Book    Catalogue 
and  Report, 

Nos.  189-190,  containing  Rare  Books,  Voyages  and 
Travels,  Cheap  New  Books  at  Half  and  Quarter  Published 
Prices,  for  Presentation,  Antique  Bookcases,  English 
Literature,  Standard  General  Literature,  etc.  36  pp., 

4to,  post  free. 
Offered  at  the  exceedingly  moderate  prices  affixed  by 

GEORGE  GREGORY, 

Bibliographical     Expert,     Library     Buyer, 
Exporter,  Licensed  Valuer  for  Probate,  etc., 

5  and  5a,  ARGYLE  STREET,  BATH  [ENGLAND]. 

Telegraphic  and  Cable  Address  :   "  GREGORY,  BOOKSELLER, 
BATH."    (Code  used — Unicode.)       Telephone:  555. 


Bankers — "  UNION  OF  LONDON  &  SMITHS  BANK,  LTD. 
BATH." 

Book  Collectors  are  respectfully  informed  that  I  make  it  a 
SPECIAL  FEATURE  of  my  business  to  procure  UNCOMMON 
OUT  OF  PRINT,  and  RARE  BOOKS  OF  EVERY  DES- 
CRIPTION. As  I  am  in  daily  communication  with  Book 
Merchants  and  Private  Bibliophilists,  in  all  parts  of  the  world 


GEORGE    GREGORY,  5,  Argyle  Street,  Bath. 

it  very  rarely  happens  but  that  I  can  report  upon  any  book 
required  in  two  or  three  weeks.  As  soon  as  possible  I  send  you 
a  report  of  the  price  at  which  I  can  procure  the  desired  book, 
and  it  is  then  OPTIONAL  for  you  to  order  it. 

A  customer  writes  me  from  Nashville,  Tenn.,  U.S.A.  : —  '  A 
few  months  ago  you  furnished  me  a  book  for  which  I  had  been 
searching  for  twenty  years,  and  I  trust  I  shall  deal  with  you 
for  years  to  come." — R.  L.  C.  W. 

A  Wonderful  Collection  of  Original  Deeds  and  Documents 
relating  to  the  City  of  Wells,  the  Cathedral,  and  Churches  in 
Wells — mostly  with  the  original  seals  attached.  They  date  from 
1250  to  about  1600.  Amongst  them  is  the  original  Endowment 
Deed,  with  large  seal,  of  Thomas  Tanner's  Chantry  in  St.  Cuth- 
bert's  Church,  Wells,  dated  1404.  The  whole  Collection,  over 
50  documents. 

Catalogue  186-7,  Bath  Books  and  Bibliography  ;  Dickens, 
and  General  Literature.  36  pp.  4to.  Post  free. 

Catalogue  183-4,  British  Topography,  arranged  under  Coun 
ties.  36  pp.  4to.  Post  free. 

MAXWELL  (W.  H.)  History  of  the  Irish  Rebellion  of  1798  ; 
with  Memoirs  of  the  Union,  and  Emmett's  Insurrections  in 
1803,  with  the  21  spirited  steel  etchings  by  George  Cruik- 
shank,  and  6  steel  engraved  portraits,  large  cr.  8vo.  cl.,  New, 
scarce  [postage  56.]  (7/6)  3/9 

SOMERSETSHIRE  ARCHAEOLOGICAL  AND  NATURAL 
HISTORY  SOCIETY'S  PROCEEDINGS,  numerous  engrav- 
ings of  Ancient  Sculpture,  Roman,  Anglo-Saxon,  and  Norman 
Remains,  a  Complete  Set,  from  its  Commencement,  1849  to 
1906,  including  Murray's  Flora  of  Somerset,  Vols  1-52,  and 
the  Flora,  53  vols  bound  in  27  vols,  hf.  brown  morocco,  cl. 
sides,  m.  e.,  nice  set,  1849-1906  /io  io/ 

SOMERSETSHIRE  ARCHAEOLOGICAL  AND  NATURAL 
HISTORY  SOCIETY  PROCEEDINGS,  Vol  21  (1875)  to 
Vol  41  (1895),  Vol  44  (1898),  Vol  47  (1901),  Vol  48  (1902), 
Vol  51  (1905),  Vol  52  (1906),  26  vols,  in  parts,  as  published, 
Taunton  (/K>  i8/)  £3  io/ 

—  Another  Lot,  Vol  22  (1876)  to  Vol  39  (1893),  18  vols,  in  parts, 
as  published,  Taunton  (£7  4/)  50  / 

—  Another  Lot,  Vol  9   (1859),   Vol  24   (1878),   Vol  29   (1883), 
each  (6/6)  3/— Vol  32,  1886,  (7/6)  3/6— Vol  36  (1890),  Vol  37 
1891,  Vol  44  (1898)",  each  (10/6)  5/— Vol  38,  1892,   (is/)  7/, 
Taunton 

—  Another  Lot,  Vol  24  (1878),  Vol  26  (1880),  Vol  27  (1881), 
Vol  29  (1883),  Vol  30  (1884),  Vol  31  (1885),  each  (6/6)  3/— 
Vol  32,  1886,  (7/6)  V— Vol  34  (1888),  Vol  36  (1890),  Vol  37 
(1891),  each  (10/6)  5/— Vol  38,  1892,  (is/)  7/ 

Meetings  took  place  as  follows  : — 1875,  Frome  ;  1876,  Bath  ; 
1877,  Bridgwater ;  1878,  Bruton ;  1879,  Taunton ;  1880, 
Glastonbury  ;  1881,  Clevedon  ;  1882,  Chard  ;  1883,  Wivelis- 
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combe;  1884,  Shepton  Mallet;  1885,  Weston-super-Mare ; 
1886,  Yeovil;  1887,  Bristol;  1888,  Wells;  1889,  Minehead  ; 
1890,  Castle  Gary  ;  1891,  Crewkerne  ;  1892,  Wellington  ;  1893, 
Frome ;  1894,  Langport ;  1895,  Bath;  1896,  Taunton  ;  1901, 
Bristol ;  1902,  Glastonbury  ;  1905,  Weston-super-Mare  ;  1906, 
Minehead. 

SOMERSET  RECORD  SOCIETY,  The  Annual  Publications  of, 

sold  only  to  Subscribers,  cost  2i/  per  vol  net,  4to,  cloth,  all 

clean  as  new  : — 

Vol  i,  for  1887  :  Calendar  of  the  Register  of  John  de  Drokens- 
ford,  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells  (A.D.  1309-1329),  edited 
by  the  Right  Rev.  Bishop  Hobhouse  I4/ 

Vol  2,  for  1888  :  The  Survey  and  Rentals  of  the  Chantries, 
Colleges,  and  Free  Chapels,  Guilds,  Fraternities,  Lamps, 
Lights,  and  Obits  in  the  County  of  Somerset,  as  returned  in 
the  2nd  year  of  King  Edward  VI,  A.D.  1 548,  with  an  Intro- 
duction by  Emanuel  Green,  F.S.A.  I4/ 

Vol  3,  for  1889  :  Kirby's  Quest  for  Somerset,  Nomina  Villarum 
for  Somerset  of  i6th  of  Edward  the  3rd,  Exchequer  Lay 
Subsidies,  1|-a  which  is  a  Tax  Roll  for  Somerset  of  the 
ist  year  of  Edward  the  3rd  ;  County  Rate  of  1742  ;  Hun- 
dreds and  Parishes  of  Somerset,  as  given  in  the  Census  of 
1841,  by  F.  H.  Dickinson,  F.S.A.  i6/ 

Vol  4,  for  1890  :  Church-Warden's  Accounts  of  Croscombe, 
Pilton,  Patton,  Tintinhull,  Morebath,  and  St.  Michael's, 
Bath,  ranging  from  A.D.  1349  to  1560,  edited  by  the  Rt. 
Rev.  Bishop  Hobhouse  i6/ 

Vol  6,  for  1892  :  Pedes-Finium,  commonly  called  Feet  of 
Fines,  for  the  County  of  Somerset,  Richard  I  to  Edward  I, 
A.D.  1196  to  A.D.  1307,  by  E.  Green,  F.S.A.  i6/ 

Vol  7,  for  1893  :  Two  Chartularies  of  the  Priory  of  St.  Peter 
at  Bath  :  I,  The  Chartulary  in  MS.,  No  CXI.  in  the  library 
of  Corpus  Christi  College,  Cambridge  ;  II,  Calendar  of  the 
MS.  Register  in  the  Library  of  the  Hon.  Society  of  Lincoln's 
Inn,  edited  by  William  Hunt,  M.A.  i8/ 

Vol  8,  for  1894  :  Two  Chartularies  of  the  Augustinian  Prior 
of  Bruton  and  the  Cluniac  Priory  of  Montacute,  in  the 
County  of  Somerset,  edited  by  Members  of  the  Council  157 

Vol  ii,  for  1897  :  Somersetshire  Pleas  (Civil  and  Criminal), 
from  the  Rolls  of  the  Itinerant  Justices  (Close  to  the  i2th 
Century,  41  Henry  III),  edited  by  C.  E.  H.  Chad  wick 
Healy  i4/ 

Vol  12,  for  1898  :  Pedes  Finium,  commonly  called  Feet  of 
Fines,  for  the  County  of  Somerset,  i  Edward  II  to  20  Edward 
III,  A.D.  1307  to  A.D.  1346,  by  Emanuel  Green,  F.S.A.  147 

Vol  13,  for  1899  :  The  Registers  of  Walter  Gifford,  Bp.  of 
Bath  and  Wells,  1265-6  ;  and  of  Henry  Bowett,  Bp.  of  B. 
and  W.,  1401-7,  edited  by  Canon  Th.  Scott  Holmes  157 
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Vol  14,  for  1899  :  Two  Chartularies  of  the  Benedictine  Abbeys 
of  Muchelney  and  Athelney,  in  the  County  of  Somerset, 
edited  by  the  Rev.  E.  H.  Bates,  M. A.  IS/ 

Vol  1 6,  for  1901  :  Somerset  Mediaeval  Wills  (1383-1500), 
edited  by  the  Rev.  F.  Weaver,  M.A.,  F.S.A.  16/6 

Vol  15,  for  1900  :  Particular  description  of  Somerset,  drawn 
up  by  Thomas  Gerard,  of  Trent,  1633,  edited  by  Rev.  E. 
H  Bates  i// 

Vol  17,  for  1 902  :  Pedes  Finium,  commonly  called  Feet  of 
Fines,  for  the  County  of  Somerset,  21  Edward  III  to  20 
Richard  II,  A.D.  1347-1399,  by  E.  Green,  F.S.A.  I4/ 

Vol  1 8,  for  1902  :  Bellum  Civile,  Hop  ton's  Narrative  of  his 
Campaign  in  the  West  (1642-1644),  and  other  papers,edited 
by  C.  E  H.  Chadwick  Healy  I5/ 

Vol  22,  for  1906 :  Pedes  Finium,  commonly  called  Feet  of  Fines, 
for  the  County  of  Somerset  (4th  Series),  Henry  IV.  to 
Henry  VI.  (1399-1459),  by  E.  Green,  F.S.A.  i6/ 

THOMPSON.— A  History  of  the  Somerset  Carthusians,  by  E. 
MARGARET  THOMPSON,  of  Frome  and  the  Record  Office,  wifch 
1 6  page  illustrations  of  Hinton  Charter- house,  Witham  Friary, 
etc.,  by  the  Author's  sister,  Miss  L.  B.  THOMPSON,  and  will 
prove  an  interesting  work  to  Antiquarians,  especially  of  Somer- 
setshire and  the  West  of  England  generally,  380  pp.,  8vo, 
cl ,  1895,  New  (12)  3/6 

BECKFORD.— Gregory  (William)  The  Beckford  Family,  Re- 
miniscences of  Fonthill  Abbey  and  Lansdown  Tower,  Second 
Edition,  revised  and  enlarged,  with  21  illustrations  of  por- 
traits and  views,  etc.,  cr.  8vo,  crimson  cl.  gilt,  gilt  edges,  1898, 
New  (only  250  copies  printed)  7/6 

COLLINSON'S  History  and  Antiquities  of  the  County  of 
Somerset,  with  large  folding  map  and  41  plates,  3  vols,  4to, 
cf.  gilt,  Bath,  1791  £6  6/ 

EIGHTEENTH    CENTURY    ARCHITECTURE    OF    BATH, 

by  MOWBRAY  A.  GREEN,  Fellow  Roy.  Inst.  Brit.  Arch.,  limited 

to  500  numbered  copies,  gilt  cloth,  quarto  (n   x  8^  in.   x  2  in. 

thick)  Price  Two  Guineas  net 

This  work  can  be  had  in  following  bindings  : — 

(a)  Three-quarter  Levant  morocco  (green  or  marone),  cloth 
sides,  gilt  edges  Price  £2  I5/ 

(b)  Three-quarter  Levant  morocco,  full  gilt  panelled  backs, 
solid  gold  edges,  a  beautiful  binding  (in  crimson,  pale  blue, 
or  olive  green)  £2  18/6 

25  Copies  were  printed  upon  Large  Paper,  size  19  x  14  in., 
and  3  in.  thick.  A  few  remain  of  these.  Price,  in  box 
ready  for  binding  ^4  4/ 

A  Large  Paper  Copy  can  be  had  in  half  morocco,  cloth  sides, 
gilt  edges  ^5  5/ 
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This  work  is  an  account  of  the  principal  buildings  erected  in 
Bath  during  the  i8th  Century,  by  John  Wood,  Senr.,  John  Wood, 
Junr.,  Thomas  Baldwin,  and  others.  It  forms  a  History  of 
Modem  Bath.  No  such  monumental  work  on  the  City  has 
appeared  since  the  issue  of  John  Wood's  Description  of  Bath 
in  1749.  It  is  profusely  illustrated  with  245  engravings,  com- 
prising 139  full-page  photographic  plates,  and  106  line  engrav- 
ings, including  measured  drawings,  plans,  details  and  sketches 
by  the  Author.  The  plates  comprise  many  reduced  facsimiles 
of  rare  prints  and  maps,  including  a  folding  facsimile  (17  in.  x 
13  in.),  upon  Japanese  vellum,  of  Gilmore's  rare  map  of  Bath 
in  1694. 

Only  a  few  copies  now  remain  unsold.  Detailed  Illustrated 
Prospectus  and  Reviews  can  be  had  on  application. 

SOME    WORKS    ON    SOMERSET,    AND    ANTIQUARIAN 
SUBJECTS,    BY    EMANUEL    GREEN,    F.S.A. 

BIBLIOTHECA  SOMERSETENSIS.— A  Catalogue  of  Books 
and  Pamphlets,  etc.,  relating  to,  or  connected  with,  the 
County  of  Somerset,  with  Introduction  and  Full  Index,  3  vols, 
1678  pp.,  410,  1901,  as  good  as  new  (6$/  net)  357 

"  Mr.  Green  is  to  be  congratulated  on  having  undoubtedly 
produced  the  best  and  most  thorough  county  bibliography  that 
has  yet  been  issued  ;  the  Index  has  been  severely  tested  without 
detecting  a  single  failure." — The  Athenceum. 

THE  PREPARATIONS  OF  SOMERSET  AGAINST  THE 
SPANISH  ARMADA,  1558-88,  by  EMANUEL  GREEN,  F.S.A.. 
•  with  a  large  folding  coloured  Map  of  the  Coast  of  Somerset 
upon  Severn,  copied  in  Facsimile  from'  the  Cotton  MSS.,  with 
a  Complete  Index  of  every  name  mentioned  in  each  Hundred 
of  the  County,  small  4to,  cloth,  1888,  New  8/ 

Scarce  and  quite  out  of  print.  The  author's  name  is  sufficient 
guarantee  that  the  above  work  is  a  most  careful  painstaking 
compilation  from  original  documents.  Under  each  Hundred 
is  given  the  numbers  and  names  of  men  bearing  arms,  whether 
"  Pikemen,"  "  Shott,"  "  Corsletts,"  or  "  Bows,"  etc.,  etc.  The 
Index  is  specially  valuable. 

THE  MARCH  OF  WILLIAM  OF  ORANGE  THROUGH 
SOMERSET,  with  a  Notice  of  other  Local  Events  in  the  time 
of  James  II,  A.D.  1688,  by  Emanuel  Green,  F.S.A.,  sm.  4to, 
gilt  cloth,  1892,  New  8/ 

A  most  interesting  book.  The  Bodleian  Library  MSS.  have 
been  laid  under  contribution  for  a  great  deal  of  this  work.  The 
work  also  has  a  capital  Index.  Only  a  small  number  has  been 
printed,  and  it  will  rapidly  rise  in  price.  This  volume  forms  an 
interesting  sequel  to  the  history  of  the  Spanish  Armada,  by  the 
same  author. 
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SOMERSET. — Map  of  the  Somerset  Coast  upon  Severn,  temp. 
Henry  VIII,  facsimiled  from  the  Cotton  MSS.  [Aug.  i,  Vol. 
I].  Printed  in  colours.  Depicts  the  Coast  and  Defences  from 
Porlock  to  above  "  Bristowe  "  [Bristol],  Flat  Holmes,  etc., 
ships  depicted  in  foreground,  oblong,  24  by  5  in.  Price  I/ 
This  can  also  be  had  in  oak  frame  and  glass,  price  2S  6d 

This  map  was  prepared  for  Green's  History  of  the  Spanish 
Armada  in  Somerset.  It  forms  the  folding  front,  to  that  work. 

>-BATH. — The  Earliest  Map  of  Bath,  showing  the  City,  with 
all  the  Walls,  Gates,  Towers,  Bastions,  and  other  defensive 
works,  in  1588  [City  Ari<s  in  corner],  now  first  printed  from 
the  Sloane  MSS.,  Number  2596,  reproduced  in  facsimile  in 
colours,  size  6  x  5  in.  Post  free,  i/ 

The  Key  Reference  denotes  positions  of  the  King's  Bath, 
Cross  Bath,  Common  Bath,  Mill  Bath,  Abbey,  etc.,  etc.  This 
can  also  be  had  in  neat  oak  frame  and  glass,  post  free,  2S. 

A  CERTIFICATE  OF  MUSTERS  for  the  Whole  County  of 
Somerset,  temp.  Elizabeth,  with  the  Arms  and  Armour  and 
Names  of  the  Men  and  their  Parishes,  with  Introduction  and 
full  Index  (Vol.  XX,  Somerset  Record  Society),  XX +3 70  pp., 
1904,  4to,  cl.,  New  i8/ 

<>"  THE  UNION  JACK,  its  History  and  Development,  by  Emanuel 
Green,  F.S.A.,  with  3  coloured  plates,  comprising  12  diagrams 
of  the  flag,  Second  Edition,  with  additions,  8vo,  wrapps., 
33  pp.,  1903  price  is  6d,  post  free 

^  BYE-PATHS     OF    BATH     AND     SOMERSETSHIRE    HIS- 
TORY,  by  Emanuel  Green.  F.S.A.,  4to,  post  free,  as  under  : 

I.  THE  SIEGE  AND  SURRENDER  OF  DUNSTER  CASTLE,  1645-6  i/ 

II.  THE  SIEGE  AND  DEFENCE  OF  TAUNTON,  1644-5  r/ 

III.  PORTBURY  PRIORY  i/ 

IV.  THE  SIEGE  OF  BRIDGWATER,  JULY,  1645  T/ 


INTERESTING  SOMERSET  BOOK. 

DENISON. — Proceedings  against  the  Archdeacon  of  Taunton 
in  1854-5-6,  from  the  Notice  of  Commission,  Oct.  31,  1854, 
to  the  giving  Sentence  by  the  Court  at  Bath,  Oct.  22,  1856, 
reprinted  from  the  Official  Documents  and  other  authentic 
sources.  Also  the  Correspondence  between  the  Abp.  of 
Canterbury,  Archdeacon  Denison,  and  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Ditcher,  8vo,  cloth,  as  published,  Bath,  Haywood  &•  Payne, 
and  London,  Masters,  1857  (7/6)  1/6 

This  volume  comprises  XXVIII  +  70  +  228  pp  ,  and  con- 
tains the  Proceedings  at  Clevedon  as  well  as  at  Bath.  The  Case 
of  Ditcher  v.  Denison  created  a  great  sensation  at  the  time. 
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The  Court  sentenced  the  "  Venerable  Defender  of  the  Faith  " 
to  Deprivation,  etc.,  for  teaching  the  doctrine  of  the  Real  Pre- 
sence, but  it  was  never  carried  out,  and  the  Venerable  Priest 
died  Vicar  of  East  Brent  and  Archdn.  at  a  ripe  old  age,  respected 
and  honoured  by  all  men. 

THE  ROMANCE  OF  RELIGION,  by  O.  and  H.  VIVIAN,  with  32 
page  plates,  large  cr.   8vo,   extra  gilt  cloth,    1902,   price   2/ 
(pub  6/),  postage  5d.  extra  ;   or,  6  copies  10/6,  post  free. 
A  charming  volume,  bound  in  six  different  colours  art  cloth. 
Size  8   x  5^  in.   x  if  in.  thick. 

CONTENTS  : — The  Miraculous  Little  Doctor— The  Dance  of 
the  Seises — A  Strange  Mount  of  Olives — The  Masked  Men  of 
Tuscany — A  City  of  Nunneries — Where  Women  Never  Speak — 
The  Votaries  of  Eternal  Silence — Miraculous  Images — The  Holy 
Week  Procession  in  Seville — The  Passion  Procession  at  Murcia 
— Our  Lady  in  Luxembourg — An  Opera  in  a  Cathedral — The 
Pardon  of  S.  Anne  D'Auray — The  Black  Virgin  of  Roc-Amadour 
— The  Hermits  of  the  Sierra  Morena — The  Marvels  of  Mont- 
serrat — The  Fancy  Dress  Pilgrimage  in  Bulgaria — The  Religious 
Dance  of  Ethiopia — Ceremonies  at  Constantinople. 

CHURCH  PAMPHLETS  ON  THE  CEREMONIAL  QUES- 
TION OF  THE  DAY.— The  History  and  Meaning  of  the 
Ornaments  Rubric,  together  with  some  Notes  on  a  Historical 
Memorandum,  presented  to  the  Upper  House  of  Convocation 
by  a  Committee  of  Bishops,  by  PAUL  SWAIN,  F.R.C.S.,  Second 
Edition  of  15,000,  greatly  enlarged,  a  closely  reasoned  and 
irrefutable  legal  and  historical  pamphlet,  contending  for  the 
plain  obvous  meaning  of  this  celebrated  Rubric  as  against  all 
non-natural  or  casuistical  attempts  to  empty  simple  words  of 
their  obvious  plain  meaning,  8vo,  24  pp.,  2d.  ;  or,  6  copies, 
7^d.  ;  or,  100  copies,  5/,  all  post  free 

CANONICAL    OBEDIENCE,    a    Lecture    before    the    English 
Church   Union,  by  PAUL  SWAIN,  F.R.C.S.,  16  pp.  pamphlet, 
price  2d.  ;   or,  1/6  dozen  ;   or,  5/  100,  post  free. 
The  author  of  these  pamphlets  is  the  eminent   Surgeon  of 

Plymouth,  and  he  contends  for  Canonical  Obedience  as  opposed 

to  the  many  Uncanonical  demands  made  by  many  of  the  English 

Bishops. 

THE  EDUCATION  QUESTION,  or  "  Why  not  be  Just  ?  "  by 
REV.  P.  E.  O'B.  METHUEN,  8vo  pamphlet,  1909  2d. 

"  THE  GREGORIAN "  Correspondence  Files  and  Cases— 
"  THE  GREGORIAN "  Metal  Book  Supports  for  keeping 
rows  of  Books  always  tidy— and  "  THE  GREGORIAN  " 
Pamphlet  Cases — are  all  time-saving  appliances  which  no 
Household,  large  or  small,  or  Office,  can  do  without.  By 
using  these  you  save  time  and  temper,  and  therefore  money 
and  life.  Illustrated  Price  Lists  on  application. 
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SETS    AND    VOLUMES    OF    "  PUNCH." 
GENUINE  ORIGINAL  ISSUE,   AND  VASTLY  SUPERIOR 

TO    THE    REPRINT. 

PUNCH. — A  Complete  Set  from  the  Commencement  in  1841 
to  the  End  of  1907,  with  thousands  of  illustrations  by  Doyle, 
Leech,  Keene,  Tenniel,  Du  Maurier,  Thackeray,  Sambourne, 
Gilbert,  and  a  host  of  others,  bound  in  original  brown  cloth 
gilt  covers,  a  choice  and  brilliantly  clean  set,  133  vols,  4to 

Price  (£54)  £25 

PUNCH. — A  Complete  Set,  from  its  Commencement  in  July, 
1841,  to  the  End  of  1907,  Volumes  i  to  133,  bound  up  in  67 
vols,  4to,  new  half  red  mor.,  cloth  sides,  a  beautiful  and 
handsome  set,  1841-1907  (^64)  ^25 

PUNCH. — The  following  lots  are  bound  in  the  original  brown 
gilt  cloth,  in  single  volumes  (i.e.,  6  monthly  Vols)  : 

Vols  i  to  5  [1841-45],  5  vols  4O/ 

Vols  6  to   ii   [1844-46],  6  vols  367 

Voi  10  [1-1846]  3/6 

Vols  12  to  19  [1847-50],  8  vols  4O/ 

Vols  20  to  29  [1851-55],   10  vols  (9O/)  4O/ 

Vols  30  to  39  [1856-60],   10  vols  (9O/)  407 

Vols  40  to  49  [1861-65],   10  vols  (9<V)  367 

Vols  50  to  59  [1866-70],   10  vols  (9O/)    367 

Vols  60  to  69  [1871-75],   10  vols  (9<V)  367 

Vols  70  to  79  [1876-80],   10  vols  (90/)  zB/ 

Vols  80  to  89  [1881-85],   10  vols  (go/)  247 

Vols  90  to  99  [1886-90],   10  vols  (9O/)  247 

Gentlemen  desiring  to  complete  their  sets  of  "  PUNCH  " 
should  send  me  their  lists  of  wants.  I  can  invariably  supply 
the  same  immediately,  whether  volumes  bound  or  unbound,  or 
separate  numbers. 

THE  GODDESS  SUL,  AND  HEATHEN  RITES  NEAR 
BATH,  with  4  plates,  by  the  REV.  A.  M.  DOWNES,  Vicar  of 
Batheaston  8d.  net 

BATH  AND  BRISTOL,  with  the  Counties  of  Somerset  and 
Gloucester,  a  Series  of  Views,  containing  47  original  steel 
engravings  from  the  original  drawings  by  Thomas  H.  Shepherd, 
1829,  4to,  attractively  bound  in  blue  cloth  and  gilt  lettering 

[Postage  5d.]  (12/6)  3/6 

The  views  are  as  follows  : — 

Frontispiece,   Entrance  to  Bath  from  Bristol  Road. 
BATH — From  Beechen  Cliff,  Guildhall  and  Abbey,  Entrance 
to  Bath  from  the  South,  The  Hot  Baths  and  New  Infirmary, 

By  Royal  Warrant,  Bookseller  to  Her  Majesty  Queen  Alexandra. 
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The  Old  Bridge,  Pulteney  Bridge,  The  Royal  Crescent, 
Lansdowne  Crescent,  Maudlin  Chapel,  The  Cross  Bath  from 
Bath  Street,  Literary  Institution  and  Abbey  from  North 
Parade,  The  King's  Bath,  Pump-Room,  and  Colonnade, 
Part  of  Queen  Square,  Bath,  The  New  Bridge  (Bathwick), 
Abbey  Church,  Bridge  near  Bath,  Lansdown  Tower,  Beechen 
Cliff  from  the  Banks  of  the  Avon. 

BRISTOL — General  View,  Entrance  to  Bristol  from  the  London 
Road,  Gate  Lodge  of  Broomwell  House,  Brislington,  College 
Green,  Bristol  from  the  Avon,  The  Quay  with  the  Tower  of 
St.  Stephen's,  Leigh  Court,  The  Mouth  of  the  Avon,  Clifton 
Redcliffe  Church,  View  hi  Corn  Street,  The  Quay,  St. 
Augustine's  Back,  etc.,  Redcliffe  Church  and  Parade,  Arch- 
way under  St.  John's  Tower. 

SOMERSETSHIRE — Cheddar  Cliffs,  Dundry  Tower,  etc.,  Cothel- 
stone  House,  Sandhill  Park,  King  Weston,  Enmor  Castle, 
Wells. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE — Gloucester  from  Robin  Wood  Hill,  Bad- 
minton (General  View),  Badminton,  Cirencester  Park,  Bats- 
ford,  Sesincote,  Adlestrop  Park. 

BIROAT  (Jacques,  Doctor  in  Theology  of  the  Order  of  S.  Benedict, 
Counsellor  and  Preacher  to  the  King)  The  Eucharistic  Life  of 
Jesus  Christ,  preached  during  the  Octave  of  the  Holy  Sacia- 
ment  in  the  Church  of  S.  Andre  des  Arcs,  in  1657,  translated 
from  the  sth  edition  (Paris,  1676),  by  Edward  G.  Varnish, 
with  an  Introductory  Preface  by  the  Rev.  Arthur  Tooth, 
M.A.,  8vo,  cloth,  London,  1886,  New  [Postage  5d]  (6/)  2/ 

"  We  are  indebted  to  a  devout  layman  for  the  following  valuable 
and  interesting  t_eatise.  Originally  intended  for  the  edifica- 
tion of  a  parochial  congregation,  it  is  now  claimed  for  a  wider  and 
more  general  use.  The  work  as  it  nowappears  is  a  translation 
only,  but  English-speaking  Christians  will  readily  forego  some 
of  the  literary  beauty  of  the  work  for  the  sake  of  so  very  much 
which  will  prove  most  helpful." — THE  REV.  A.  TOOTH. 

A  BEAUTIFUL  FACSIMILE  OF  AN  EXTREMELY  RARE  PRINT  OF 

"  BATH  ABBEY  CHURCH  AND  CHURCHYARD  IN  1750." 
Actual  size  of  print,  19  x  13  in.  (oblong),  with  2  in.  margin 
beyond.  Printed  in  black  on  a  toned  ground.  The  original 
was  "  Published  by  H.  GEORGE.  Bookseller,  Orange  Grove. 
From  an  Original  Drawing."  Neatly  framed  in  oak,  price 
3/6  ;  or,  unframed,  1/6 

The  houses  on  the  south  side  project  so  as  to  entirely  hide  the 
South  Aisle.  On  the  north  side  is  shewn  "  Wade's  Passage," 
a  row  of  houses  and  shops  built  right  into  the  walls  of  the  North 
Aisle  of  the  Church.  Marshal  Wade's  and  the  adjoining  houses 
are  depicted. 
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PURCHAS'S  VOYAGES 

Hakluytus  Posthumus  or  Purchas  His  Pilgrimes 

a  History  of  the  World  in  Sea  -voyages  &•*  lande  Travells,  by 
Englishmen  and  others.  Wherein  Gods  Wonders  in  Nature  and 
Providence,  The  Actes,  Arts,  Varieties,  6*  Vanities  of  Men,  with 
a  -world  of  the  World's  Rarities,  are  by  a  -world  of  Eyewitnesse- 
Authors,  Related  to  the  World.  Some  left  -written  by  Mr. 
Hakluyt  at  his  death,  More  since  added,  His  also  perused,  and 
perfected.  All  examined,  abreviated,  Illustrated  -with  Notes 
Enlarged  with  Discourses,  Adorned  -with  pictures,  and  Expressed 
in  Mapps.  In  fower  Parts,  Each  containing  Jive  Bookes. 

By  SAMUEL  PURCHAS,  B.D. 

T  I  THIS  great  collection  is  a  continuation  and  enlargement 
JL  of  Richard  Hakluyt's  "  Principall  Navigations, 
V  oyages,  Traffiques  and  Discoveries  of  the  English 
Nation.'  At  Hakluyt's  death  he  left  unpublished  a  large 
collection  of  voyages  in  manuscript.  These  came  into  the 
hands  of  Purchas,  who  added  to  them  many  more  voyages 
and  travels  of  Dutch,  Spanish  and  Portuguese  explorers, 
as  well  as  of  English  travellers.  He  also  incorporated 
many  translations  from  early  books  of  travel  which  were 
becoming  scarce  even  in  his  day.  The  book  was  published 
in  1625  and  has  never  been  reprinted,  so  that  copies  of  the 
original  edition  have  now  become  extremely  scarce  and 
costly.  It  is  impossible  within  the  limits  of  this  Pros- 
pectus to  give  the  complete  contents  of  Purchas' s  great 
collection,  but  the  following  list  will  serve  to  indicate  the 
extent  covered  by  the  Voyages  and  Histories. 

Northern  Europe  and  Arctic  Voyages  ;  East  Indies, 
China  and  Japan  ;  Africa  ;  West  Indies  ;  North  America  ; 
South  America  ;  Circum-Navigations. 

This  Monumental  Work  is  illustrated  with  62  facsimile 
folding  maps,  36  other  plates,   etc.,  and   Mexican  History 
in  pictures,  20  thick  vols,  8vo,  cloth,  1905,1907.     Quite    / 
new,  pub.  by  Maclehose,  cost  £12   IOs.,  my  price  £7.  ^ 
Size  9  by  6  in. :  placed  in  one  row  the  set  measures  34 
inches ;  only  4  sets  for  sale,  and  no  more  to  be  had  under 
£12  10s.   net.     These   sets    now   offered    I    have   bought 
under  exceptional   circumstances  from  America. 

George  Gregory's  Imperial  Book  Store, 'Bath  (Eng.),  is  the  only 
place  this  can  be  bought  at  £7  instead  of  £\2  IDS. 

By  Royal  Warrant,  Bookseller  to  Her  Majesty  Queen  Alexandra. 
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GEORGE  GREGORY, 


Imperial  JBoofc  Store, 
5  &  5a,   ARGYLE    STREET,    BATH, 

Bibliographical  Expert,  Library  Buyer,  Exporter,  Licensed 
Valuer  for  Probate,  etc. 

Telegrams   and    Cables:    "GREGORY,   BOOKSELLER,    BATH" 
Code:    "UNICODE."  Telephone:  55"). 


FURNITURE.— A  Guide  to  Collectors  :  English  Furniture, 
Decoration,  Woodwork,  Ceilings  and  Allied  Arts,  during  the 
iyth  and  i8th  Centuries,  and  early  part  of  igth,  by  Thomas 
A.  Strange,  3,000  engravings,  facsimiles  from  the  works  of 
Chi^  nendale,  Sheraton,  Carter,  Heppelwhite,  Inigo  Jones, 
Ince  and  Mayhew,  Pergolesi,  Ware,  Bartolozzi,  Kaufman, 
Gibt  jns,  etc.,  etc.,  including  every  sort  of  furniture,  with 
diagrams,  and  details  of  construction,  4to,  hf.  bd.,  1900,  en- 
larged edition,  368  pp.,  a  marvel  of  cheapness,  New 

post  free,   12/6 

The  following  is  a  list  of  Architects,  Designers,  and  Authors,  whose  Works  are 
illustrated  in  this  Book  : — Ackermann's  Repository  of  Arts,  R.  &  J.  Adam,  Barto- 
lozzi, Colin  Campbell,  E.  and  J.  Carter,  Sir  W.  Chambers,  Thos.  Chippendale,  Cipriani, 
Columbani,  J.  Crunden,  Delathe,  Edwards  and  Darley,  Gibbons,  J.  Gibbs,  W.  and  J. 
Halfpenny,  N.  Hawkmoor,  Heppelwhite,  Hope,  Johnson,  Inigo  Jones,  W.  Jones, 
Angelica  Kaufman,  W.  Kent,  Batty,  Langley,  Matthias  Lock,  Mainwaring,  Mayhow 
and  Ince,  T.  Milton,  W.  and  J.  Pain,  James  Paine,  Pergolesi,  Richardson,  J.  Rousseau, 
Shearer,  Thomas  Sheraton,  Nicholas  Stone,  Abraham  Swan,  Talman,  W.  Thomas, 
Sir  J.  Vanbrugh,  Verrio,  N.  Wallis,  Isaac  Ware,  J.  Webb,  Sir  Christopher  Wren, 
and  Antonio  Zucchi. 

FURNITURE. — An  Historical  Guide  to  French  Interiors, 
Furniture,  Decoration,  Woodwork,  and  Allied  Arts,  during 
the  last  half  of  the  Seventeenth  Century,  the  whole  of  the 
Eighteenth  Century,  and  the  Earlier  Part  of  the  Nineteenth, 
by  Thomas  A.  Strange,  400  pages  of  illustrations,  with  descrip- 
tions ;  comprises  Sides  of  Rooms,  Ceilings,  Panels,  Balconies, 
Bedsteads,  Commodes,  Coaches,  Girandoles,  Lamps,  Snuff 
Boxes,  Clocks,  Tables,  Staircases,  Secretaires,  Settees,  Chairs, 
etc.,  etc.,  etc.,  chiefly  reproduced  by  special  permission  of  the 
Board  of  Education  (Victoria  and  Albert  Museum),  Trustees 
of  the  Wallace  Collection,  and  Directors  of  many  French 
Palaces  and  Museums,  4to,  hf.  French  mor.,  c.  s.,  gilt,  New, 
1903  post  free  157 


LIST    OF    DEPARTMENTS. 


AFRICA  (South  and  North). 

•AGRICULTURE.     *ALGEBRA. 

'AMERICAN  (Catalogue). 

ANGLING. 

•ANGLO  -  SAXON  AND  EARLY 
ENGLISH 

ARCHEOLOGY.     ARCHITECTURE. 

•ARITHMETIC 

•ARTS  AND  SCIENCES.     ASIA. 

ASTROLOGY. 

•ATLASES  (British,  Ancient,  and 
Classical,  and  Atlases  of  the  World). 

BATH  (Books  relating  to). 

•BELLES-LETTRES. 

BIBLIOTHECA  BATHONIENSIS. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

BIOGRAPHY  AND  MEMOIRS. 

•BOTANY.     'BOOK-KEEPING. 

•CHEMISTRY  AND  PHYSICAL 
SCIENCES. 

•CHURCH   HISTORY. 

•CLASSICS  (Greek  and  Latin,  40  page 
Catalogue  post  free). 

CONCHOLOGY. 

•COOKERY.     COSTUME. 

COUNTY  HISTORY  AND  TOPO- 
GRAPHY. 

DRAMA.     'DICTIONARIES. 

•EARLY  PRINTED  BOOKS. 

•EDUCATION.     EGYPT. 

•ELECTRICITY.  'ELOCUTION. 

•GRAMMAR  AND  PHILOLOGY. 

•ENGLISH  LITERATURE. 

ENGINEERING  AND  TECHNICAL. 

ENGRAVINGS.     ENTOMOLOGY. 

•EXAMINATION  PAPERS,  KEYS, 
ETC.  FACETI/E. 

GALLERIES  OF  PAINTINGS. 

FARMING.     FICTION. 

•FINE  ART  AND  ILLUSTRATED 
BOOKS.  FOLK-LORE. 

•FOREIGN  LANGUAGES. 

FREEMASONRY. 

•FRENCH  BIBLES,  PRAYER 
BOOKS,  DICTIONARIES,  EDU- 
CATIONAL BOOKS,  FACETI/E, 
AND  CURIOUS  BOOKS,  LITERA- 
TURE, NOVELS,  ETC. 

•FRENCH  STANDARD  AUTHORS. 

GARDENING.     GENEALOGY. 

•GEOLOGY  AND  MINERALOGY.ETC. 

•GREEK  AND  LATIN  CLASSICS, 
AND  EDUCATIONAL  BOOKS. 


GERMAN  LITERATURE,  and  Lan- 
guage, Educational,  Dictionaries,  etc., 
also  Bibles,  Prayer  Books,  etc.,  in 
German. 

•GREEK  AND  LATIN  BIBLES. 

•GREEK  TESTAMENT  AND  BOOKS 
ON  ITS  STUDY. 

HERALDRY.     HERBALS. 

•HEBREW  BOOKS  AND  BIBLES. 

•HISTORY  (Classical  and  Modern). 

HORSES  AND  HIPPOLOGY. 

HUNTING.  ICHTHYOLOGY. 

•ILLUSTRATED  BOOKS. 

INDIA  AND  THE  ORIENT. 

•ITALIAN  BOOKS  AND  EDUCA- 
TIONAL. LAW. 

•MAGAZINES  AND  PERIODICALS. 

•MATHEMATICS. 

*MEDICAL(Catalogue).MICROSCOPE. 

•MINERALOGY.     MILITARY. 

•MISCELLANEOUS. 

•MUSIC  AND  MUSICAL  MEMOIRS. 

MYTHOLOGY.     NAPOLEONIC. 

NATURAL  HISTORY. 

NAVAL  AND  MILITARY  BOOKS. 

NEW  BOOKS  (at  half  and  quarter  pub. 
price).  NUMISMATICS.  OCCULT. 

•ORIENTAL   BOOKS. 

ORIENTAL  LANGUAGES. 

ORNITHOLOGY.     'PHILOLOGY. 

PHILOSOPHY  AND   POLITICS. 

PHOTOGRAPHY.     'PHYSICS. 

POETRY.       POLITICAL  MEMOIRS. 

PORTUGUESE. 

•PUNCH.  Sets, Volumes,  and  Numbers. 

•SCHOOL  AND  COLLEGE  BOOKS. 

•SCHOOL  THEOLOGY,  SCRIPTURE 
HISTORY. 

'SCIENCES,  NATURAL  AND  PHY- 
SICAL. SHAKESPEARIANA. 

'SHAKESPEARE  (Separate  Plays)  and 
Sets.  'SPANISH. 

SPORTS  AND  PASTIMES. 

'THEOLOGY  (Catholic,  Protestant, 
Various  Sects,  Sermons,  Commen- 
taries, Fathers  of  the  Church,  Eccle- 
siastical History,  Rise  of  Sects  and 
Heresies,  etc.,  40  page  quarto  Cata- 
logue No.  169-170,  post  free). 

TOPOGRAPHY. 

'TRANSLATIONS  OF  GREEK  AND 
LATIN  AUTHORS.  'VETERINARY. 

VOYAGES  AND  TRAVELS. 


*  Catalogues  of  those  Departments  with  an  asterisk  are  in  print. 
Post  free  upon  application. 

THE  IMPERIAL  BOOK  STORE  contains  one  of  the  largest 
and  finest  stocks  of  Second-hand  Books  in  the  World  ;  it  com- 
prises upwards  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  volumes,  carefully 
arranged  on  the  alphabetical  principle,  and  classified  under 
subjects  and  languages,  and  displayed  in  THIRTY  CON- 
VENIENT ROOMS.  Three  houses  are  here  devoted  to  the 
display  of  the  Works  of  the  greatest  writers,  thinkers,  and  men 
of  action  of  all  Ages  and  Nations.  Next  to  the  Roman  Baths 
and  Remains,  and  the  Abbey  Church,  The  Imperial  Book  Store 
is  the  most  interesting  of  the  attractions  of  Bath. 

ridge  BooksTor* 
I-   Hubler,   Prop. 

Hol|ywood  Blvd. 
Hollywood  28,  Calff. 


OEORGE  GREGORY 

THE  IMPERIAL.  BOOK  STORE, 
5,ARcsvL,ie  STREET, 
(Telephone 
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